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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following Letters are 
undoubtedly genuine; and 
are now firft publifhed from the 
Originals, by Mr. John Hodgetts, 
of Hagley, in Worcefterfhire, Exe- 
cutor to the late William Shen- 
stone, Efquire. The Writer of 
them was fo well known, that to 
fay any thing concerning her on 
this occafion, would be as fuper- 
fluous as it would be to attempt 
to give a chara<Sler of the Letters. 
They muft fpeak for themfelves. 
Yet it may not be improper to 
inform the Reader, that in the 
original Manufcript Volume of thefe 

Letters, 



( iv ) 

Letters, which had been bound 
together by Mr. Shenftone, in the 
firft leaf he had written with his 
own hand, as follows : 

" Letters from the Right Ho- 
" nourable Lady Luxborough ; 
** written with abundant Eafe, Po- 
** litenefs, and Vivacity ; in which 
** fhe was fcarce equalled by any 
" woman of her time. They com- 
** menced in the year 1739, and 
*' were continued to the year of 
" her death (1756), with fome few 
*< intermiflions. 

♦* Will. Shenstone." 



LADY 






LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

LETTERS. 

LETTER I. 

S I R9 Barrells, November zyth^ 1739* 

WITHOUT the affiftance of your pen, 
it will be impofliblc for me to return 
Mr. Shenftone fufficicnt thanks for the honour 
he does me, and my humble habitation ; and for 
the agreeable entertainment his vcrfes afford 
me : to you. Sir, I owe the pleafure of hav- 
ing enjoyed that gentleman's converfation a 
few moments ; to you I owe the advantage 
of being reprelcnted to him in the moft flat- 
tering light; and to you I defire to owe the 
favour of fpeaking my gratitude for his gen- 
teel compliment, and my admiration of all he 

B writes : 
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writes : his offended Mufe will I fear repent her 
ready aid^ if he beftows fuch fine thoughts and 
flowing lines on fuch trifling and unworthy fub- 
jefts, as in his copy of verfes infcribed to a per- 
fon who has no other pretence to merit, or to 
tafte, but that of diftinguifhing his. As you, 
Sir, have the art to defcribe the mofl fimple 
things with the niceft elegance (as appears by 
your Paftoral) I mufl; once more intreat you to 
make known to your friend, the fmccrity of my 
heart in the approbation it gives to his works ; 
to which it pays jufl praife, though my words 
could no more exprefs it (without doing wrong 
to my fentiments) than they could utter the 
real cfteem, and friendly regard, with which I 
am. Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. Knight, 
To the Revd. Mr. Jago, jun. 
at Henley, 



LETTER IL 

SIR, Barrells, April 27, 174?* 

MR. John Reynalds has this moment 
brought me your poem, for which I 
would not ddfer returning thanks i as I think 

myfelf 
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myfeif greatly obliged to you for fending me 
what has already given me much pleafure, and 
will do fo as often as I read it : that mark of 
yoiir remembrance, and the honour you do me 
in counting my approbation as any thing, gives 
a real fatisfadion to. Sir, . 

Your obliged humble fervanr, 
Hi Knight. 
To William Shenftone, Efqj 

at Mr. Win tie's. Perfumer^ 

near Temple- Bar^ London. 



LETTER IIL 

dIR, Barrellsi May 29th, 1743* 

NOTHING but an uncommon hurry of 
bufinefs and company, ever fince the mo- 
ment I received your poem, could have prevented 
my returning thanks for the favour you do mc 
in thinking me worthy to judge of the beauties 
of it : it was with pleafure I read it, and I ad«. 
mired it on more accounts than merely the no^ 
veky of the fubjeft. 

The piping Fatinus having his pipe in his 

hands when he came to me, I fuppofe Rack- 

ftrow had followed your advice (which was 

right) before he finifhed the figure; which I 

B 2 think 
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think a genteel one, but too fmall to fet out 
of doors. 

If you do me juftice, you will believe that I 
am glad 'of every opportunity of affuring you, 
that I am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. Knight. 



LETTER IV. 

DEAR SIR, Barrclls, July 28th, 1747^. 

I AM glad of an opportunity to let you know, 
that if it fhould happen to be convenient to 
you, (as you was fo kind to give Lady Luxbo- 
rough an invitation to your Hermitage) that her 
Ladyfliip will do herfelf the pleafure to take a 
profpeft of the Leafowes before the leaf falls •, 
and will take that opportunity on Tuefday next, 
Auguft the 4th, to breakfaft with you, and dine 
with you ; and return at night with the two 
fcribes, who all join in compliments. 

Crosse Outing, his mark F. 
J. Reynalds. 

P. S. My fccretaries being fomewhat idle after 
dinner, have wrote in fuch an odd manner, that 

I think 
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I. think myfelf obliged io fubfcribc to the truth 
of what they fay : — and ac the fame time I aflurc 
you I am. Sir, 

With great efteem. 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER V. 

SIR« BarrelU, Auguft nth, 1747. 

IF my doing barely juftice, in commending 
the beauty of your fituation, and die ele- 
gance of your tafte, can make you vain, you 
muft not admit of any company, if you will be- 
come a rigid hermit; nor ihould I have ventured 
a vifit to the Leafowes, where the more one fees, 
the more one admires, and that admiration leads 
towards envy, which, as an hermitefs, I ought 
to (hun. 

I return thanks, not only for the agreeable 
reception you gave me, but alfo for your kind 
enquiry now. I got home fafe, but had one 
downfal, a little beyond Birmingham, which 
however did no hurt to Mr. Outing nor me-, 
nor was it any difhonour to my poftillion, as the 
night was very dark, and the moon down, or 
at leaft clouded over: but we met with very 
B 3 unhof- 
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unhofpitable treatment at Shirley-ftrcet, whcra 
they refnfed to receive us at the Saracen's Head, 
though it was but eleven o'clock, and we faw a 
good fire in the kitchen ; and a maid, who was 
fitting by it, took her candle and went to bed, 
whilft we were at the door intreating, knocking, 
and at laft threatening, bijt all in vain ; the ftars 
took pity of us, and appeared juft as our hoftefs 
difappeared, and guided us in a friendly man- 
ner to Barrells, where we arrived at paft one 
o^clock, and the next day regaled ourfelves with 
the beft pinc^apple I ever cat ; fince which time, 
I have talked of nothing but the beauty of 
Virgil's groye, and the me^nefs of my own ; 
which ufcd to give me fome pleafure, but is fo 
n^uch leffened in my eftecm, by comparing it 
with yours, that I could almoft wi(h I had not 
feen the latter. The only amends you can make 
me for the pleafure you have deprived me of, h 
to give me your company foon at Barrells ; w^ich 
will always be acceptable to. Sir, 

Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

Ji. LUXBOROUGH, 

I beg my beft compliments to Mifs Dolman, 
and Mr^ Ov?ting defir^s his to you. 



LETTER 



LETTERS. 



LETTER VJ. 

SIR* Barrelb> Februtry 2d, 1747-8. 

MR. Outing, who left this place on Satur. 
day lafl, dcfired the inclofed might be 
conveyed to you ; and I take the fame opportu- 
nity of conveying my excufes for the incivility 
you muft think me guilty of, in not rifing the 
day you left Barrells, to wifli you a good journey^ 
and to thank you for the favour of your com- 
pany. The not -doing fo, carried an appear- 
ance even of ingratitude, as your vifit had given 
me fo much pleafure -, nor can your own good na^ 
ture have been my advocate farther, than by low- 
ering my crime, in calling it lazinefs ; to which I 
would plead guilty, but that, in fa6t, my inten- 
tion was to get up when the fervant came in to 
light my fire, but was prevented, by her telling 
me you was in bed, and, flie believed, was not 
to go away that ilay : this good news indulged 
me^ and I, with the tranquillity fatisfadlion 
gives, took another nap j but waking, found it 
only an j^reeable dream ; for you was gone. 
Mr. Outing, the inftant I came down ftairs, 
prefented me with a fong, which he faid he 
found upon your table •, and 1 read it eagerly, 
B 4 foon 
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foon finding it to be your ftile/ It is not nccef- 
fary to add, that I thought it extremely pretty, 
and very poetical ; but if it had been in profe, I 
fliould have been tempted to afk who was that 
AsTERiA that could make her hearths cheerful 
to you in the rigid feafon, when I, who had fo 
lately been favoured with your company, was 
too fenfiblc 'twas not in my power to make 
mine fo, though nobody could wifli it more > 
but Want of fun and want of genius is ill fup- 
plied by a coal-fire, which was all I had to give ; 
and my ill health unluckily at that time added to 
my ftupidity, when I mod wifhed for fpirits to 
entertain my agreeable company : and now 
jhat I have entirely recovered my health, I have 
loft my company. Such are the chequered 
chances of this life ! fo that my hermitefs and I 
liave entire poCeflion of my little wood, without 
jcithcr fear or hope of being interrupted in our 
contemplations. I contentedly fubfcribe to what 
Ihe has wrote upon her old tree ; 

•« The world forgetting, by the world forgot;'* 

but would not include in that world the friends 
lefteem, and whofe converfation I admire: nor 
can ever any of the difagrceable events in Life 
'make me wifh it to become unfociable whilft it 
lafts J but cities (no more than forefts) do not 

afford 
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afford focicty ; it is the converfation of a cholen 
few that fmooths the rugged road of life : fuch 
zs yours ftrews it with flowers •, but as /bey foon 
fade, fo did you vanilh, and all the company 
that furrounded my bear/b ^ which, though aban* 
doned, will afford me fuch converfation as the 
pen can fupply, whilfl I have the pleafure of 
reading your thoughts -, which pleafure I hope 
you will not deny me, but rather fend me any 
thing they may happen to add to the colledioo 
I have ; than which nothing can be more 
cfleemed by. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

P. S. If I miflake not, I heard you fay, you 
wanted a receipt to make fealing wax ; I tran- 
fcribe one that was given me, but fear you can- 
not read that, nor this letter, as I write in hafle. 
— ^Lady Hertford writes me word, (he is charmed 
with your retreat : as fhe has only had the de- 
fcription of it from me, judge what fhe*d be 
if fhe faw it, at leafl if Mr. Thompfon de- 
scribed it to her. 



LETTER 
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LETTER Vn. 

SIIU Barreils, March 22d, 1747-8, 

THE apprdienfion that the fanner who car- 
ried Inigo Jones's defigns, and a letter in 
the book from me to you, may have delivered 
them to a wrong perfiMi at Birmingham, is the 
txxrafion of my troubling you with this, to let you 
know that I did not fail to fend it the very firft 
market day after I received the favour of yours ; 
and he fays he delivered it to a man at the 
poft-houfe, but the poft-mifbefs (who, they tell 
me, is not the mildcft nor moft obliging dame) 
aflured Parfon Holyoak, fhe received no fuch 
thing •, and upon his afking her, if fhe hap- 
pened to have any letter fince, direded for me, 
flie faid. No! neither did Ihe know me, or 
would trouble herfclf about it. Which I men- 
tion, that in cafe you write, you will be pleafcd 
to fond your's to Mafter Franky Holyoak, at 
"Mr. Bokon*s, wholefale Toy maker, upon Snow- 
Hill, in Birmingham. This (if you did not re- 
ccivc the book) will ferve, I hope, to convince 
you. Sir, that I did my part, being incapable of 
neglefting to do what my friends defire, 

I ac^ 
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I acquainted you in my laft that I was lame, 
but J am npw much better, and alway9 

Your obliged humble fervant^ 

H. Lu;cBO&ouc9* 



I. E T T E R VIII^ 

SIR, B3n«U8, Eafter Sundajr* ij^t^ 

IT is rather to oblige the ambulatory old 
gentlewoman who delivers you ypyr letters 
with fo much alacrity, than it is to oblige her 
keji m^er^ that I write again fo foon \ for I am 
too ienfible my letters will but ill repay the plea- 
fijre I receive from bis \ fo that I ought to make 
^ longer paufe, and not interrupt my friends in 
^ter compaffj^j beUer tbat^btSy and fetter diver/ms^ 
^ Swkft expreffes it. If that confideration was 
juft, which made him paufe a fizv wnks betwixt 
his letters, I ought to paufc years, or rather 
never write at all ; that would be more polite i 
but it would make me fancy myielf ungrateful, 
^nd confequently make me hate myielf. It is 
fhcreforo felf'lave which urges me to take this 
early opportUQity of retummg thanks for your 

laft 
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laft. fetter, wrote oa' Lady-Day. However de- 
prefled your fpirits might be when you wrote it, 
it revived mine ; for it is not in the power even of 
the north-eaft wind to deprefs your genius -, and to 
that we Owe thoughts which muft pleafe, how- 
ever negligently they may be drefled : — the 
ftifFen- bodied gown would not add charms, I 
believe, to a beautiful woman, no more than 
Voiture's laboured turns of exprcflion add to his 
ftile : and friendfliip undoubtedly fhews itfelf in 
the beft light, when leaft adorned by art. There- 
fore' I hope you will never deprive me of the 
plcafure your letters give me, nor defer it, be- 
caiife your fpirits may not juft then allow you to 
fend them out in their beft apparel ; it is fuffi- 
cient you can do fo ; and they'll always be as 
welcome to me in their common garb, which is 
yet richer than you feem to imagine. I follow 
the rule I give, and write what comes upper- 
moft ; but it is in me a fault, as I am not pri- 
vileged to do fo by any of the gifts of nature, 
cicept artlcfs fincerity be one. 

I read your four fonnets with much pleafure ; 
and am obliged to you for the trouble of 
tranfcribing them :. they are truly poetical, yet 
have an eafe as well as delicacy in the turn of 
thought and expreffion, which muft, I believe, 
be agreeable to all, whether good judges by their 

IkiU 
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fkill and learning, or only judges of good fcnfe 
and nature. If Dodflcy gives a fecond edition 
of his well-chofen coUeftion, I hope you will 
not let your School-miftrcfs be unaccompanied 
by all her parent's offspring. Now that the 
boiftercus baneful month of March is over, and 
that the fun refumes his power, I hope, and fliall 
cxpedl to fee the produftions of your imagina- 
tion, as much as I fliall expeft to fee thofe of 
my parterre, my flirubbery, or grove ; and if 
joined to that fatisfadion I have your company 
here, I fliall give double praifes to the returning 
fpring. Mr. WhiflJer, or any friend of yours, 
will be perfeftly 'welcome; but remember, 
that though I fliall be a great gainer by bis con- 
verfation, I fliall alfo be a lofer by his hearing 
mine^ and his feeing this poor hermitage; of 
both which he may perchance have formed an 
advantageous idea, by your partial account of 
them ; and ibal idea will inftantly be defliroyed, 
unlefs you have been as filent as Mr. Outing was 
about the Lealbwes, before I had feen it : his 
caution was well judged, but wrong placed. 
But to ftiew you that I do not prefer fame (efpc- 
cially unmerited fame) to pleafure and improve- 
ment, I defire you to bring him, though at the 
cxpence of his being undeceived. I have read 
over his Shuttlecock fevcral times, and each 

' time 
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time with rtdoublcd plcafure^ Tis certainly a 
beautiful poem : I own myleif a very indifierenc 
juc^e^ but it pleaies me. It is an aincommon 
performance, and what many older and more 
famed poets would be proud of, whBXcvcTjuvemli 
{wits there may be in it; but, I think, -the au^ 
thorns youth may rather be remarked by the 
great %irrt and vivacity of his thoughts, than? 
by any errors in his judgment ; but if any fuch 
there be^ you are his friend, and will have a very 
eafy taflc in your criticifm, if you fhould obje<9: 
to a few words, in order to let it appear perfedb 
to the world, if our prefent world is elegant 
enough to be worthy of it. Its name, and part 
of its charafter, had reached my ears before I 
few it, but not from you. I think his fimilies 
exceeding apt, and his digreflions juft and lively: 
if fo flight a fubjefi:, at fo early an age, could 
' be worked up fo well, he certainly is capable of 
railing the intrinfic value of any more weighty, 
or more krfty fubjeft he undertakes. 

Your remark upon Fitzolborne's Letters is 
nnrii jtift V for letters that are, or even feem to 
be, wrote for ibefrefi^ never pleafe like others : 
yet they arc, I think, wrote in good language^ 
and ihew, I believe, poUte learning and judg-* 
ment v and the ftile would be unexceptionable, 
IriaAcy, in Egi^s-j but familiar letters require a 
r lo more 
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more fairaliar addrcfs^ I find fcvcral more arc 
promifcd, if thefe fuccecd. I wife feme labori* 
ous pen may not be writing in the name of that 
author, and overwhelm us with his fuppofed let« 
ters : thefe, however, are genuine, as I fuppofe^ 
though I never heard of that gentleman \ and 
am obliged to you for your explanation of the 
chara&er of Mezentius ; that, in particular, 
might prevent the real names being publifeed : 
they would have made the book infinitely more 
interefting *, but if that could not be, I don't 
know whether feigned but common modern 
names, might not have pleafed better, as they 
would have feemed real. 

You are welcome to Inigo Jones's defigns, as 
long as they can be of fervice to you •, and in 
return, I beg the favour of you to fend me the 
height and thickneis of your wall that has arches 
funk in it, and the depth, breadth, and height 
of thofe arches \ and let me know whether they 
are plaiftered on the infide, and if any ornament 
is on the top, or only a coping : it is to build 
in fummer a bit of wall (as you adviied) to 
flcreen me front the cottage that is contiguous 
to my garden, in lieu of the garden-icat which 
you and we all thought did not anfwer the hopes 
I had (^ it. If I do build that feat, it feall be 
to terminate fome walk or view. 

The 
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The chimney in my ftiidy was not exaftly in 
the middle of the room ; which has occafioned 
my moving it twelve inches, and confequently 
moving Pope's buft to be in the center. The 
lines wrote over it are put up again, (which, you 
know, are out of Virgil) but the ftucco at the 
back of it muft be new done, and the flat 
pieces of wainfcot that make the margins of it, 
were never ornamented. Perhaps you would 
invent fome more elegant ornament, if you 
would beftow a thought upon it ; or the flucco 
might be juft as before, only fome foliage or 
other carving, to drop down the fides. Mifs 
Merediths write word, that the prefent fafhion at 
London, is all lead carving, which ladies do 
themfelves, by cutting India, or other thin lead 
with fciflbrs, and fhaping it into flowers, knots, 
&c. and fixing it to a wire, which is afterwards 
nailed on in the form defigned ; and the carving 
is either gilt, or elfe painted the colour of the 
flucco or wainfcot, according as fuits the place. 

I fend this to the Birmingham poft-office, (as 
you ordered) by a chance perfon. If you write 
an anfwer foon, pray direft it to Mr. Iron- 
monger, Mailer of the Caftle-Inn, to be for- 
warded to me, (for Franky Holyoak is at 
home) and^ there is no poft nor certain convey- 
ance 
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aace from Binningham to Henley where you 
wifl direft it to be left for me. 

Si r, 

I have left myfelf no room, and the pcrfon 
who carries this, leaves me no time, but juft to 
aflurc you in the cover of my letter, that I am, 
(though not cercmonioufly, yet very fincerely) 

Sir, 

Your obliged humble iervant, 

H. LUXBOAOUGH. 

P. S. I have writ a line to Mr. Ironmonger, 
tp defire he*ll fend your letter, if any comes, to 
the Henley Poft-houfe for me, by fome fafe 
conveyance. 



LETTER IX. 

8 I R, SarreUs, April aScb, 1748. 

TWO of your letters lie before me; of 
which I am not a little proud : I am alio 
well pleafed with myfelf for having refrained 
from troubling you with an anfwer to the firft, 

c tyi 
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till I had received the fecond ; which was not 
till laft night. You will allow this to be fomc 
merit ; at leaft, you would allow it, if you knew 
hoiY great is my propenfity to write to you •, it 
being always with the felfifli view of procuring 
in return fome compofition of yours. My felf- 
denial this time has been great, but it is well 
rewarded by the favour of your laft letter, and 
Mr. Whiftler's Flower-Piece ; the moral of 
which is perfedly juft, and the thought very 
genteel and elegant. In this, as well as in his 
other Poem which you fent me, I think one 
may obferve a great delicacy of imagination : 
the words altered with a pencil feem to be 
much for the better, efpecially the firft line. As 
for his fentiment on enjoying things by reflec- 
tion, I am not yet a convert to it, but ani rather 
of your mind, that ** an abfent pleafure is equi- 
*' valent to a prefent pain." For inftance, if I 
Was fond of Lpndon and its amufements, or had 
a tafte.for public places, I feel 'that it would 
give me pain to fee St. James's, Vauxhall, Ra- 
n^lagh, &c. &c^ reprefented in fo lively a man- 
ner as I fee them through an optical glafs which 
I have lately purcKafed, now that J am abfent 
from them : but as I never was fon4 of a crowd, 
I enjoy thofc places as much as I defire in this 
^rcflcded way, without wilhing myfelf at them ; 

and 



LETTERS. ig 

and 1 can look on the buildings and gardens of 
Stowe in the fame manner, and with pleafurc, 
becaiifc I never was there^ But were you to 
prefeht me with the Views of the Leafowes, I 
own I (hould not put them into my fhow^box 
without pain, nor fee them well reprefented 
without regret ; as it would remind me of the 
agreeable day I fpent there, and my loft plea- 
fure. 

Your friend Mr, Graves's Lamentation is 
Very pretty and pathetic, and feem§ to come 
from the heart 2 he muft, I think, be very fin- 
cercly and very ftrongly in love j and yet I can- 
not but think that very inconfiftent with his 
parting voluntarily from his Lucy, and with 
his fending her to London, without any jea^ 
loufy t and I confefs I alfp think it inconfiftent 
that a man, who may be fuppofed to defpife the 
opinion of the world, (fince he marries fo much 
below himfelf) and what the world would re- 
commend) fhould part from her he fo dearly 
loves, only to give her an education jproper to 
pleafe that world which he feems to defpife; 
for it is plain, ihe pleafes him without that edu- 
cation. How does he know, but that by lofing 
her rural innocent air, however fhe may im- 
prove in her dancing-maftcr's opinion, fhe may 
Icifen in bisy and her ^cqy^red charms may not 
C 2 pleaft 
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pleafe him as her native charms did the town ? 
Perhaps I judge wrong, and yet I think it 
feems to be a natural way of judging. How- 
ever, as he is your friend, I wifh him happy, 
and hope fhe will not have the fate you threaten 
your rofe-bud, and I threaten my buU-finch 
with ; which laft (fmce I have happened to 
mention it) I muft tell you, is a little fooliQi 
impromptu I wrote in a letter to our friend 
Outing, whofe anfwer was, that notwithftanding 
the moral of my fong, he went the night he 
received it to the Oratorio of Judas Maccabaetis, 
where he was higlily entertained ; and he fpeaks 
with fuch ecftafy of the mufic, as I confcfs I 
cannot conceive any one can feel \rfio under- 
ftands no more of mufic than myfelf ; which I 
take to be his cafe. But I fuppofc he fets Jus 
judgment true to that of the multitude ; for if 
his; ear is not nice enough to diftinguifli the 
harmony, it ferves to hear what the multitude 
fay of it. He would be offended, if be (houW 
know that I think his tinging much upon a 
par with my peetry ; and you ought to be of- 
fended that I fend you fuch foolifti dines : but 
he might have happened to mention them to 
you, and as they are not worth the trouble of 
aflcing for, I prevent you, by fending them, and 
hope you will thfQW them in the fire when you 

have 
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hare read them : for they are not worth (hewing 
to any, but one who, like you, is capable of ex- 
cufing all faults in a friend, and who will not 
account it one in me, that I am no Poeie/si 
which reproachful name I would avoid, even if 
I were capable of acquiring it ; for whidi rea- 
ibn I hope you will throw the Epiftle the Bof- 
tangy has fent you into the flames, with the 
Song, and forget I ever wrote in verfe my real 
opinion in profe pf the Leafowcs* beauties. 

I am impatient for your Eflay, efpecially as 
you teU me there is in it a refemblance 
of yourfelf. I hope you will give me. rules 
for ceconcmiy ; nobody wants them more : but 
I fufped you will not give me fuch as I 
might^ learn between Temple-Bar and the 
Stones End. In fhort, I have no great opinion 
of your rudiments in this fcience3 though per* 
baps you may know the theory better than the 
praftice pf it : and you may be a good fpecu* 
btive oeconomift for what I know ; but I ne- 
wr met with a praftical one in a foul where 
g^erofity and benevolence had a place, or to 
which a bright genius was joined. 

I lament with you the lofs of Lady Lyttelton, 

though I had not the honour of being perfonally 

acquainted with her 5 but her charafter was 

known, and all fociety muft mourn fo good a 

C 3 member 
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member of it, and all the poor fo good a bene-* 
faftrefsi 

Your advice about my chimney pleafed mc* 
greatly -, but forced oeconomy forbids my fol- 
lowing it : befides that good carving is too ' 
fine for my humble roof. The room, confidef, is 
only hung with fixpenny paper, and is fo low 
that I have but five inches between Pope's 
Head and the Motto over it : fo that I can 
neither have a compartment for that, nor an 
architrave, as is at Houghton. The contraft 
between that place and Barrells is fo great, that 
it is ludicrous to name them together : and yet 
I allow with you, that the chimney in the din- 
ing-room there, might give one a hint for my 
little one ; but I have not height enough for it. 
Upon the whole, as your thought was too good 
to rejfeft, I have employed my friend Williams 
(in New-flreet, Birmingham) to paint the orna- 
ments you would have had carved, irt ftone- 
colours, pretty ftrongly fhaded to appear to rife 
like carving ; and I fent him one of the two 
Iketches you fent me, that he might the better 
comprehend what ornaments he was to intro- 
duce. When my brother Bolingbroke built 
Dawley, which he chofe to call a Farm, he had 
his hall painted in ftone-colours, with all the 
implements of hufbandry placed in the manner 

one 
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one fees or might fee arms and trophies in fome 
General's hall ; and it had an efFedt that pleafcd 
every body, I .believe Pope mentions it in one 
of his letters to Swift. — Mr, Williams is going 
to paint two ceilings for Mr. Anfon (elder bro- 
ther to my Lord Anfon) in StafFordfhire ; one 
of them is for the Chinefe room : I believe he 
has fl^ctcbed them out at Birmingham, but is to 
go to paint them as foon as the Parliament rifes. 
— Mr. Outing writes that he has fent you a buft 
of Pope done to look like marble, and that 
Rackftrow is doing four in that manner for my 
brother Sir John.r-rl {hould like to fee your 
ftandifh. 

Nothing £an be more juft than the criticifm 
upon the Play in the Magazine.-r-If you read 
French, I could fend you a play juft afted at 
Paris ; Lady Bolingbrgkp fent it me : the chief 
charader is a man who makes it his fole bufi- 
nefs and his folc pleafure to make mifchief, 
even where he can get nothing by it : it is very 
Vfill drawn, and I wifh one di(i not fee fo many 
people like it. 

If ever I have the pleafure of feeing your 
comppfitions all together, I could wifh to have 
them ornamented in the manner of Pine's Ho- 
race, by yourfelf ; where you would Ihew your 
• tafte in a dpublc capacity, as poet and painter. 

C4 Bu5 
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But you wrll fay I am too unrcafonable, and fo I 
am ; for I beg of you to continue to fend mc 
gold for glafs, which I think is our afual traf- 
fick, and conlcquentif you are too generous 
to, Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged fervant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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SIR, Barrells, May satli, ij^Z* 

THIS is the firft opportunity I have had , 
rf fending you the French Comedy you ' 
defire, and of anfwering your query about your 
ftandiih. My advice is not worth afking in fuch 
matters ; but fince you do me the favour to a(k 
it, it is this : 

You have forty ounces of old plate, which^ 
at five (hillings and fixpence per ounce, amounts 
to eleven pounds. You have an inclination- to 
indulge your fancy without much expencc : you 
may then make your ftandifh to weigh only 
thirty ounces, which, at eight (hillings, (which 
is, I find, the price demanded) will come to 

twelve 
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twelve pounds : £> that it will coft your pocket 
but tirentf fbillings, and I am petfuaded wilt 
Tieigh enough for a ftandiih, if the dimenfions 
ytm intended to make it of are fb krge that 
thirty ounces will make the filver too thin. I 
fuppofe there will be no hurt in making it hb 
in fize, as the tafte will be equally ihewn ; and I 
imagine the ufe will be much the fame : but of 
rfiis I cannot judge, becaufe I never faw your 
draught. 

The indofed I received from Lady Hertford, 
to whom I had fent your Ballad of Queen Eli- 
zabeth, knowing it would fuit her tafte, and be- 
lieving you would pardon me, as I fent it upon 
the footing of a trifle •, but I will not fend more 
of your compofitions without your permiffion : 
I therefore beg you will fend me back her letter 
by the very firft opportunity, (as I wait for fbal 
to anfwer it) and fay which of the things I have 
of yours you permit me or forbid me to fend ; 
for I Ihall religiouQy obferve your direftions 
about that, as well as about Dawfon*s Ditty^ 
which I fhall like to fee in print, and to keep 
filence. I have heard that fung which he made 
juft before his execution, and which was not 
made for him. Your JGf^ moves compaffion ; but 
it is comfort to think (as you obferve) how 
inahy evils it would have done, if it had lived to 

be 
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\f^ pl4 I and many it alfo might have received, 
Pq nQt imagine wt)a( yoiJk write can be middHng \ 
if ever you ihqul4 ceafe to yfrite '-jifell^ you will 
<;c]tainly write i^ ; fqr I am fure you never coi^ 
fr9mfid yivHi Apollo, whatever yoyr friend 
Qif ayes iriay ^o wjth the world, 

TheDul^c of . Newcaftle Ptfir//if charpis mc» 
md I don't doubt but it made the peace. I am 
in doubt, when I ht^ of this polite fafhion^ 
whether it is a mark that the world is returned 
to its inftncy, (as- old people grow chi^dilh) or 
whether it be not fome coqucttifh invention, that 
Mr. Pantin may fay in dumb fhow what the 
J^^^dy who wears him f:annot fay for herfclf. If 
this fqppofition fcould be thought fevere upon 
their reputations, at lead it faves them from the 
imputatioii of foUy apd childilhnefs. 

Had Shakffpeare been ufed to gather rents, 
h$ would not have laid 

*< For who fo firm, that cannot be ftduc'd ?" 

fmce your half day in endeavouring to Jeducc 
your tenant into paying you for half ^ year was 
ineffeHual^ and as my labours tjiat w?y are as 
yain. My fucccfs in receiving money i^ very 
limilar to yours ; and if what you fay about the 
Htter-dijb and xktfiuict is true as to you, it is no 
Ids fo as to me. The parallel between us may 

be 
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be carried yet farther ; for I am as backward as 
you at wringing from the bard hands of peafants 
their vile trafib ; nor could I ever fee forced, even 
by experience, into a proper veneration for fix^ 
pence^ or have the forefight to nurfe Fortune ; 
but however, to eat on^s cake when one is n- 
hungered^ is moft fwect.— The late King George 
was fond of peaches ftewed in brandy in a par- 
ticular manner, which he had tafted at my fa- 
ther's; and ever after, till his death, my mamma 
furnilhed him with a fufficient quantity to laft 
the year round {he eating two every night). This 
little prcfent he took kindly : but one feafon 
proved fatal to fruit-trees, and (he could prefent 
his Majefty but with half the ufual quantity, 
defiring him to ufe oeconomy, for they would 
barely ferve him the year at one each night. 
Being thus forced by neceffity to retrench, he 
faid hp would then cat two every other night ; 
and valued himfelf upon having mortified him- 
felf lefs, than if he had yielded to their regula- 
tion of one each night ; which, I fuppofe, may 
be called a compromife between oeconomy and 
epicurifm •, but I leave it to your decifion. 

As little as I love money, and as well as I 

love Lady Hertford and admire her judghient, 

I grudge fix (hillings for Hervey's Meditations, 

tecaufe you fay they are fometimes affeSiedy and 

9 that 
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that he admires. Dr. Twngy whom I have not 
tjit enough to admire (I hope Lady Hertford 
don't hear mc>: but I want to fee the frontif. 
pieces, becau& Dn Wall is ib ingenious a^man, 
that I am perfuaded he ghres nothing to the pub- 
lic but what is worthy of peribns of tafte, 

i am ghd you can read French \ not thai k is 
my favourite language by any means, but I 
think there arc lb many things of delicacy wrote 
in it, that it muft give you pleafure; and their 
commentators are worthy to be con&ited, and^ 
V not appr$vidy at leaft to be compart with 
ours^. As^ to the pronunciation, die ear muft 
teach it, not the #y#. When you favour me with 
a vifit, I will he the a/s in fbi Toga^ if you pkafe, 
as far as pronunciation goes. I hope fbt diat 
pfeafure this fiimmer, and am, with fincere 
cfteem, $ir. 

Your moft obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LVXBOROUGH. 

Pray do not fail to fend Lady Hertford's 
letter foon.— I write in a hurry at midnigjit, not 
Icnowing before, that I could fend to-morrow, 
fi4y hand*writing will prove my veracity. 
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SI Rt Qarrells^ Monday, J7tli Jane, 1743^ 

WHILST you wa$ prevented {ram rend- 
ing the play by your Brother's fevcrc 
Ubiefe, I was prevented anfwering yours of the 
JRrft inftant, by my own Ulnefs, of which I have 
not been many days recovered. The medi- 
cines the apothecary thought proper to give 
inet (though they did me good) lowered my 
fpirit$0 and made me inciapable of attending to 
any aj^oeable amu&ment ; {6 that Lady Hen;- 
ford's letter remains unanfwered^ and the books 
that you and £be recommend, mreai: I cannot 
giye you a ftrongcr proof that xxsf difordcr w<^ 
x%a^. It has now left me in a great nieaiure, and 
I will fet about what I was obliged to neglei^ 
but. will fcave Mr. Hervey*s Meditations fop: 
eke loit s not (;^, the French {^y)paurfairi bwne 
kmcb^ but, on the contrary, becaufe I am not 
fo'^ger CO read them as the poems; and my 
ewipfior as to Dr. Wall's Frontifpieces i^ 
fuBy ffttisfied by your account of them. I fliall 
b^ glad ntm to lee the pomi upon Sickneis, which 
ypq ofl^r to lend me. A&w days ago the fub- 
10 je<a 
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jeft mi^t have deprefled liiy lowered fpiritS| 
and have made tiervous cordials of no cffeft^ 
My hand ftill trembles a little^ as perhaps you 
will perceive, which will make me Ihorten this 
letter ; and Parfon Hall's converfation whilft I 
write, IS pother motive to my fhortening it ; fo 
1 haften^ Sh", to tell you that I ^m very h^ppy 
in the tliought of feeing you foon at Barrells, 
and much obliged to Mifs Dolman for her in- 
tended vifit. Every friend bf yours is wclconie 
here -, therefore Ihe would be fo, had I never 
feen her : but having had the pleafiire of emjoy- 
ing her cdfnpany at your houfe, I ftiould have 
a very bad tafte not to be defirous of enjoy irtg 
more bf it. Here I naturally fhould fay, the 
fooner you' come the better V but I will tell you 
'finterely, that I zUi at prefent dftiamed of mjr 
flovcnly gidrdeh,' which cannbt be weeded, iiof 
iri the leaffi f^ced up, till my hay is all ifi 5 
ivhich employs all my fervants, and all the 
hands I can get this bufy time. Mr. Outing 
Vrites me word,, that in a forthight he (hall bci 
'tl^'Somerviles*Afton, and that -a few days after 
Tie will come :to BarrcUsv'by which time I 
•feckon my hay-making will be at an end, and 
^tny garden put into fomewhat better order : and 
as I know he will be greatly plcafed to meet you 
here, I hope about that time to fee you, and 

th4« 



that you will libt make fo fhort a ftay hef^e U 
you mention. 

Your pen gives rtfie a very clear idea 6f Mi** 
Lyttelton's caftle, and 1 bdieve I know the fpot 
on which it is fituated; but the propofalyo^ 
make of my fteing it in fo agi*eeable a Tt\mhir 
as by going to Mr. i>olnian"'s, m^kcs me un- 
willing to content myfelf with viewing it only in 
your letter. ■ ' 

i ihall be ready to contribute to any encou* 
ragement you Thafl • tWnk fit to give to Mr. 
Smith's Deligrisi and' am gUd Virglrs Grove 
win have a placg^moijg them. 

I return thanks for your Compliment about 
my Son, who is as dear to me as he is dutiful^ 
and, I flatter iiiyfclf, £fe/^/»^: he is returned 
from Italy tb'^pa, and; is going to pay his duty 
• to the King it Hdhovek My Daughter is lately 
taarried.'— I hope your Brt)tTier is perfeftly re- 
covered, and that you will pardon this ftuprd 
letter, which 1 ahi fure is not fraught with the 
leaft fpirit ; but in its lowly way is very fincere, 
particularly when it aflures you of the perfcft 
cfteem, with which I am. 
Sir, 
Your much obliged 
-^ ^ J X . M and very humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUOH^" 
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Your letter, though dated the i€th, did not 
reach me till laft night. 

At lait I am in the faJQiion, and have got a 
Pandn. Mifs Patty Meredith writes me wpnd, 
chat 0ie fends me a Pantin of die neweft fort, md 
thait the wpman who ibid it affured her it was 
ji^ft arriv^ in £^g4an4» and is reckoned to 
«nake as gewsel * oirtfy, as any Monficpr 
Pantin in Europe. She adds, that ^chough this 
inv^entiori muft be pwned to be a great improve- 
ment to the diverfion of thertpwn, there is an- 
other of later date that is worthy <)f acimiration ; 
for there is a party of gentlemen and ladies of 
fafluon who entertain the company at Vauxhall 
with the mojd charming harmony: the ladies 
crow like cocks, and if any gentlemen of the 
party are wixhin hearing, diey anfwer diem by 
braying like an afs : That one Mrs. Woolafton 
has arrived to the gc^eateft perfedion^ and has 
the honour of being called lie head of the 
party for her excellence in this art. 
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LETTER XII. 

SIR, Bairrells, Wednefday, Joly aoth, 1748* 

AS my laft letter might poffibly prevent my 
having the pleafurc of your company fo 
foon as you intended to give it me, I take the 
firft opportunity of acquainting you, that the 
obftacles are removed; for my hay-making is 
over, and my health is better. As to Mr. 
Outing^s meeting you, indeed I cannot abfd- 
lutely anfwer ; but I know he left London laft 
Monday was fevennight, with his coufin Wallht' 
and they were to come to Oxford in the ftage- 
coach, ftay there a day, and proceed to Jacky 
Reynalds*s on horfeback -, from whence I under- 
ftood Mr. Walfh would go to drink Cheltenham 
waters, and Mr. Outing would, in a very 
fliort time after his arrival in Gloucefterfbire, * 
make me a vifit at Barrells ; and was much 
concerned he could not meet you and Mifs 
Dolman here ; for I fuppofe he compre- 
hended you were coming immediately, and 
his letter was writ the 5th inftant. I cxpeft 
every day to hear from him, and I imagine he 
will be here next week ; but whether he is or 
D • no. 
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no, I (hall hope to Ifcc you. Sir, with Mifs Dol- 
man, her brother, or any friend you choofc 
to bring. If you write to me on Saturday, and 
dirctSl it to be lefr with Mr. Williams, Painter, 
in New-ftreet, Birmingham, I have defired him 
Co forward it ; and as his brothers live in Henley, 
he has more frequent opportunities offending 
thither thaji Mr. Ironmonger. He has finiihed 
my chirancy-piecc ; which he hopes will not be 
difapproved by you. Sir, to whoni I owe the 
idea of it. 

I am afhamed to own that I have not yet an- 
fwered Lady Hertford's letter, nor read the 
books (he recommended : in ihort, I might as 
well have been a mole and. lived under ground* 
or a dormoufe and flept inceflantly, as the in- 
figniiicant animal I have been for fome time. 
Two or three days indeed I was kept awake by 
a vifit froni Mr. Meredith, who cnteruined me 
with the many gay entertainments he had been a 
partaker of at London laft Spring ; but when he 
was gone, I was left alone with Monfieur Pantin, 
whom, I confels, I have not wit enough to amufe 
myfelf with ; fo that I feldom let him make his 
appearance, but when Parfon Hall comes ; for 
they fliew each other to great advantage. 

I have not fcen Mrs. Pilkington's Memoirs, 
(except the fpecimen in the Magazine) nor 

Con. 
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Con. PhOipps's Apology. I will fet about get- 
ting fome of thcfe modern books, to enable 
me to bear a fhare in the converfation of, and 
corrcfpondence with, my friends ; which I am 
fcnfible I am incapable of at prefent : and as I 
(hould leaft choofe to write to you of any of 
them, whilft in my ftate of ftupidity and igno* 
ranee, I abridge my letter all I can, and hafte^ 
to affure you that I am, with great efleem, , 

' Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuxboroughJ 

1 (hall hope to hear the beginfling of text 
week, which day I may expedt you, if you writp 
on Saturday.-^I write to-day to Mr, Outing,. by 
the Evefliam gardeners, to^fay I hope co.fcei 
him by the end of next week, if not before. I 
do not know whether they will find him out# 
—I think you promifed me the Poem upon Sick-, 
nefs to read, and I hopef for fomcthing upon 
aconamy ; which will be very wholefome for me ; 
and yet I am pcrfuaded a very agreeable medi- 
cine, as it will be made up by fuch good and 
fkilful hands. 

D2 LETTER 
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LETTER XIII. 

SIR, 

1 Always refpefted your man Tom for his 
honcfty and fidelity to his maftcr; but at 
prefent I rcfpcft him for the good tidif^s he 
iringeibj which make my heart full glad. It 
is plain your thoughts and mine correlpond -, for 
I have been all the laft week confidering which 
day I fhould fix for going to the Leafowes, or 
whether I fhould not firft defire your company 
at Barrells.— Mr. Meredith came hither laft 
Tuefday, and went for London on Thurfday. 
We talked of your charming fituation^ but 
more of your agreeable company : both which 
he wifhes to be acquainted with ; and I offered 
to carry him to wait on you, as on Monday next, 
and faid he might go on from thence to Chefhire j 
which he hearkened to with pleafure, but told 
me he was obliged to get there by Saturday, and 
that he intended coming here again next Friday, 
in his way thither; fo would not let me write 
you word, for fear of dilappointing you. I fent 
however to Mr. Hall (as I don't love to jumble 
in a poft-chaife alone) to afk him to go with me 

on 
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on Monday or Tuefday next; but he was 
poiting away to preach the aflize fermon yefter- 
day at Warwick, and from thence to go to 
Rugby the latter end of this week ; where he ex* 
pe£ts to receive his final anfwer about the Living 
of Harborough ; and in cafe he fucceeds, will 
be obliged to ride about the country ftill farther ^ 
but if not, will return to Henley next Saturday, 
and wait upon you with me, as he writes me 
word. In this uncertain ftate, confufed by all 
thefe half engagements, your trufty *fquire 
found me, and feemed come to my relief, by 
bringing me word you was ready to make mc 
happy in your company, and Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman's and your brother's, at my cell. Now 
the beft way I can think of to decide of this 
aBair is, that I fhould go, at all events, to the 
Leafowes on Monday to dinner; and that ye 
all return with me, or immediately after me, to 
Barrells, as beft fuits you ; by which means I 
fhall have more of your company, and I may 
attend Mr. Meredith to a place he is fo defirous 
to fee if he can put off his journey to that day 5 
which I am apt to think he may eafily do, as. 
Birmingham is in his way home: fo he will 
only dine at the Leafowes, where I propofe, 
with your leave, to take a night's lodging ; as 
you was fo kind to defire : By which means I 
D 3 (hall 
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fliall have more of your company, and (hall 
fee your improvements more at leifure ; and your 
woods will afford a different fcenery, when they 
are embrowned by the fhade of the evening, or 
when the moon glimmers through their leaves : 
whereas I have never yet feen them but in full 
fun-fhine, and when walking (had it been in any 
other place) had been a toil. If you do not 
write me a line to the contrary, by Thurfday's 
poft, you will fee me next Monday, the 7th in- 
ftant, at your Ferme ornit : and I hope to bring 
you on the 8th, to my Ferm€ negligee \ for that 
* you will find it. Having had fo much com- 
pany in my houfe, and the hay-harvcft having 
employed my fervants, the gardens were ne- 
glected juft when they ought to have been put 
in order j and the dry time has prevented the 
new-laid turf from joining ; and my pavillion, 
when almoft finifhed, was pulled down again 
in part, to add to it a (hrine for Venus : fo that 
it is ftill uncovered ; and the rofes, &c. arc all 
faded, and give an ugly afpeft to my Ihrub- 
bery-, which waits your direftions to be new 
modelled : But in this imperfed condition, if 
it affords ever fo little pleafure to Mr. Dolman, 
it will have done part of what I wifli it to do : 
and though I cannot treat him fo elegantly as I 
treated you with truffles and Cafladi-brcad, he 

wil 
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will be heartily welcome to the beans and bacon 
my Farm produces, and to the cheefe of my own 
dairy.— I do not wonder your neighbours vifit 
you frequently j but I wi(h they do not envy you> 
and endeavour to fpy fome fault. I am pcr- 
fuaded I fhall like your fmall Gothic building 
better than their huge one.—- 1 am proud of 
having mentioned the carpet pavement. I be- 
lieve the Duchefs of Somerfet's is not famous 
enough to have given occafion to the words 
fpoken by the ladies that vifited yours." I am 
alfo proud of having Ihewn my approbation of 
your place, and of the manner of your improv- 
ing it, even in its infancy ; fince it is now uni- 
verfally admired by all who have any juft pre- 
teniions to tafte. 

I fhould have begun my letter with con- 
dolence upon your late illnefs, and congratula- 
tions upon your recovery •, but as it would have 
done you no good, you will excufe my negleft, 
and be fo juft as to believe, that, though it is 
mentioned laft in my letter, my good wifhes for 
your health and happinefs' are ever uppermoft 
in my mind, however derange the manner of 
^xprcffing them in my letters may be : for what 
they want in form, they have in fincerity •, which 
D 4 I arn 
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I am apt to think you efteem better than form. 
So I fhall only call myfelf 

Sincerely yours, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

The clergyman, who has troubled the prefs 
with his Lamentations ov?r Polyanthos's, and 
has prefixed my name to his performance, is one 
Mr. Perks, of Coughton, whom I never faw 
- but twice ; and he had never feen Barrells when 
he wrote it, but came to fee it, in order to make 
his Dedication in praife of it. But I think he 
forms his fuppofition of my taking delight in 
flowers (not from my Shrubbery, but) from the 
a% with which he fays I have adorned my 
apartments. Parfon Allen, who does not pre- 
tend to be a poet, has made a Dedication in 
imitation of the other 5 but, I think, better. 

Second Postscript i or^ More Laji fVords. 

My Daughter owes me a grudge for not 
carrying her to the Leafowes, and I reproach 
myfelf for it : but the day we were at Birming- 
ham, it never ceafed raining. 



A DEDI- 
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DEDICATION 

OF A 

PASTORAL ELEGY 

HUMBLY IMITATED. 



(Mr. P£RKs's Dedication to Lady Luxborough, 
correded by Parfon Allbn.) 



HEre fragrant flowVs rcfrcfh the mufing fair, 
Whilft zephyrs waft their odours thro* the 
air. 
Luxuriant fhoots, with one united blow. 
Rival the colours of the various bow. 
The warbling fbngfters on the bloflbm*d thorn 
Stretch their melodious throats, and wake the 

morn. 
The bee laborious hums around the bower. 
And fips the balmy fwccts of cv'ry flower. 

•Tis 
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'Tis thus the varied fcene treats every fenfc ; 
Difplays the charms of youth and innocence. 

Within, new objefts ftrike the wond'ringeye. 
And ftrokes of fculpture with the pencil vyc. 
Here breathing fiiadaws each apartment ^ace. 
And meagre btiftos (hew their'marble face. 
The robed Peer, full drawn, majeftic ftands. 
And mimic miniature in motley bands. 
There Nature's fports, from India's diftant Ihore, 
Or dref^d in lighter mofs, .or clad in ore ! . 
See heaps of fhells, old Ocean's gloffy (lore. 
Have left their briny cells, and weep no more ; 
Beneath the rolling wave no longer fleep. 
Swept from the rocks and caverns of the deep : 
Some (kilful hand the pleafing ta(k purfue. 
And add new luftrc to their native hue. 
The grotto^s^pride, when gayly interchanged. 
They (hine, in regular confufion ranged. 
But O ! the lovelieft fight is yet conccal'd. 
By human art never to be excelPd. 
Here ev^ry flow'r, that decks th'cnamell'd meads. 
Or thro* the grove its vernal beauty fpreads. 
In lively tints fo natural, fo true, 
A piece more perfect Titian never drew. 
Thus Tafte polite, and Judgment more refin'd, 
Feaft the admiring eye, and cultivate the mind. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

SIR, Barrellsy Wednefday, July 27. 

IH A V E juft time to tell you, that I 
received your moft agreeable and obliging 
letter yefterday j and Ihall be glad of your 
company and your Brother's, &c. next Wednes- 
day, being to'dine at Mrs. Chefter's on Tuefday. 
—Outing writes word that if his coufin returns 
to London, as he intends, next Monday, he will 
come for two or three days to Barrells ; and 
hopes to meet you and Mifs Dolman. — A re- 
port prevails at Henley which would give me 
great concern, but that your letter being dated 
laft Sunday makes me think k almoft impoflible 
to be true : yet it Ihocked me a good deal to 
hear the many circumftances repeated belonging 
to this fuppofed fatal accident •, which is, that 
Mr. Dolman was drowned laft Thurfday, being 
a fifhing in Grove Field, near Warwick-, and 
that his corpfe was brought to Litchfield on 
Friday, and on Saturday two gentlemen fet out 
feparate roads for Oxford to get his fcholarfhip •, 
one of which brought this news to the Swan, 
and told it to Mr. Hall and Mr. Holyoak, and 

another 
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another Oxford fcholar whom Mr. Hall is ac- 
quainted with, came the next day to Henley 
and confirmed the fame, expreffing great con- 
cern. They added, that Mr. Welch's fon, of 
Grove Park, was fifhing with Mr. Dolman, but 
could not fave him ; and that his eftate comes 
to his fifter. How to reconcile all this with 
your fending me his compliments in your letter 
on Sunday, fome CEdipus muft determine. 
I will hope it is as falfe as it is true thfit I 
am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUOH. 



LETTER XV. 

Barrells, Tuefday night, Auguft 23d, 1748* 
SIR, 

IT is well I am an invalid \ but even that I 
fear will not be an excufe fufficient for my 
delaying thanks, fo greatly due to you. Sir, to 
Mifs Dolman, and to your Brother, for the 
friendly vifit you made me at Barrells ; which I 
fmcerely aflure you gave me both health and 
pleafure : for I look upon tbefe two as infepa- 

rable 
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rablc companions : and I am certain the rugged 
walk to Ulenhall Chapel (however conducive 
to beallby according to the Phyfician, or to baf^ 
pinefsj according to the Divine) would never 
have inclined me to undertake it, had not the 
company I was yrith fmoothed the road, and 
levelled the ruts ; for fuch was the efFeft k 
had at leaft upon my imagination. But the 
roads are as r<mgb as ever, and I as la2y •, which 
ihews that we bermits are to blame, droning 
avay our time in our cells. For my parr, I had 
a fever, and kept my bed yefterday : I am not 
very ftrong to-day ; but to reftore my ftrength 
^id health, (at kaft to give me pleafure) I pro- 
pofe to vrait on Mifs Dolman at Brome neict 
Monday (the 29th) to breakfaft and dinner; 
and to return to Barrells after viewing tht Giants 
Caftle at Hagley. I will then deliver to you 
the books you lent me, as alfo the green manu- 
fcript which I fo much valued myfelf upon 
having ftole from your pocket. Nothing could 
make me releafe it but your promife in your 
laft letter of giving it me with Additions. 7bofe 
I fhall always covet ; and amendments I (hall 
never require, 

I have not yet been well enough to anfwer- 
Lady Hertford's letter; fo have not fent her 
any thing more of yours. Queen Elizabeth 

you 
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you know fhe has ; and as Jhe pleafed her as 
well as myfelf in her firft drefs, I have not fent 
her in the other. 

Mr, Outing (notwitbftanding the fyllabubs) 
arrived here about two days after you left War- 
wickfhire. He tells me nothing about maids 
or widows ; but does not feem very ready to 
make new fyllabubs, nor to forget old friends : 
but I confefs that his neglefting the opportunijry 
of telling them fo, does not fet his friendftiip off 
to the beft advantage. Perhaps he leaves thofe 
marks of it in the dark, to let them appear in 
the more refplendent manner when he has held 
Qut the lantern of truth to enlighten them, as : 
to his late feemingly remifs condud:! And upon 
this affair he is now I believe employed, having 
alked for ink and. paper. 

I think I faw a Iqcuft on Sunday laft : Mr. 
Bradley found it in his corn fingly. If it is one, 
one might call it a fying grajhopper \ for it is ex- 
aftly like the graftiopper, only two inches and a 
half long, and has a brown complexion, and fix 
feet and four wings ; and eats leaves. 

Smith's Defigns would undoubtedly (if well 
coloured) be delightful objefts, as I fuppofe 
them all drawn in perfpeftive : and for the co- 
louring, you need be in no fear of cither error 

or 
6 
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or cxpencc, as you can do them fo well your- 
felf. ' . 

My niches are as hollow as when you left 
them. The mafon I have not fecn ; and the in- 
tended alteration I had almoft forgot, for want 
of feeing the place. Such indolence is inexcu- 
iable i yet it does not make me in the fmalleft 
degree forgetful of what regards my friends, 
nor of their advice \ which I am ever grateful 
for, and wilh only I had fpirits good enough to 
haften the execution of the workmen. 

My paper allows me only to fay, that I 
am. 

Your faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER XVL 

Barrellsy Monday night, Sept. 5tlif 174S. 
SIR, 

IT is with great pleafure I learn within thefe 
few hours, that Barrells is eight miles nearer 
to the Leafowes than I have hitherto thought it i 
and that the deep ruts I had formed an^ idea 
of, are levelled down to bowling-greens, ^ucb 

is 
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h the account my friend Johnfon gives ; who 
ferves mc with coals; lives at Northfield; is 
acquainted with Haks Owen^ the Grange^ and 
with the Leafowesy where he fays lives one Mr. 
Shenftone. He, by my defire, puts my poftil- 
lion into that lucky road to-morrow to carry 
you this letter ; by which I acquaint you of the 
pleafure I propofe from it : for in cafe it proves 
as be fays ; and that you are not otherwife en- 
gaged, you will fee me at the Leafowes any 
day you pleafe to name, either of this week or 
the next after Wednefday. Mr. Outing and 
Mr. Hall will accompany me : and we propofe 
going early in the morning and returning at 
night to Barrells.— You fee. Sir, what an agree- 
able place, adorned with tafte, and more agree- 
able converfation, fubjedts you to : yet you 
might for this feafon have efcaped the trouble 
of our company, had it not been for your neigh- 
bour Johnfon's good report \ who, had he been 
a divine, might perhaps have condufted more 
pilgrims to heaven by this favourable account, 
than others have done by the merit they pro- 
pofe to them, in reward for labouring through 
thorns, and ftruggling with dangers ; and might 
by the fame rule have freed you from the inter- 
ruption our vifit may give to eremitical retire- 
ment; if, like other more pious divines, he 
7 had 
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had left yoUr roads as rugged and perilous as 
they appeared to us before he traced them out. 

I write a line to Mifs Dolman, (whom I hope 
to meet at your houfe) and return her Pilking- 
ton's Memoirs, which entertained me agreeably. 
I find, upon reading them over, that the per- 
fon fo often mentioned and diftinguifhed by 
the letters J. W— le, is Mr. Worfdalc the 
Painter. 

I fuppofe Saturday or Monday next will not 
be difagreeable to you for our vilit : but leave 
it to your choice. 

Pardon this fcrawl, wrote after midnight; 
and be fo kind as either to fend my fervant to 
£room with my me0age to Mifs Dolman, and 
the book i or elfe to take charge of them for 
her. 

My compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shenftone,' 



LETTER 
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LETTER XVIL 

Bamlla, Sept. iitliy 1748. 

YOUR benevolence, Sir, to your friends 
docs not. leave them at your gate, but 
accompanies them home ; and, left it (hould not 
remain in their memory, is refrcfhed by new 
marks of it. > As fuch I look upon your meflage 
and letter to-day -, and have the pleafure to af- 
fure you, in anfwer to your kind enquiry, that I 
am fo far from bodily fuflfering, that I am better 
in health than I have been for fome time paft ; 
and my mind, is greatly regaled by the ideas 
your charming fituation and more charming 
improvements have indulged it with. I muft 
in particular commend your laft alteration -, for 
I never faw a more advantageous one than the 
clew you have given to lead to your wood, &c. 

Your apologies in point of lodging, fuppofe 
me to have neglefted your invitation, for fear 
of not meeting with fa good a one at the Lea- 
fowes as in the ruts of the Port-way, or fome 
dirty lane nearer home ; which might have been 
jQur lot, as it was dark. But I hope you will do 

mc 
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ttie mare juftice than to fiippofe I would have 
been fo unkind to myfelf as to have quitted 4 
place where I was fo preflingly invited, and 
to agreeably entertained^ had I not been obliged 
to return home that night. But left you fhould 
think this a compliment, I promife faithfully 
(and as it is for my own fake, you may believe 
me) to ftay, next time I go to the Leafowe^, all 
that night, and as far of the next day as you 
ilhall think reafonable and fafe for travelling; 
This promife, or rather threat, you may depend 
iipon: fo beware. 

I was glad of the honour of meeting Lord 
Dudley and his Sifter at your houfe ; and hope 
for ibal of feeing them at mine. The reft of 
the cornpany which happened to come to you 
were cjctremely agreeable ; and I regretted no« 
tiling but want of day-light which deprived inc 
of fo many pleafures at once. 

As to Patfon Hall, I npver thought there was 
any offence gjivcn him : if there was, / gave it 
firft J but being uncohfcious of it^ I never made 
him an excufe •, but, on the contrary, reproached 
him for leaving my chaife a quarter of a mile 
from home ; where, when I came, I found him 
very good-humoured, and be lay here. How* 
bvcr, when I received your letter this afternoon, 
I fcnt it to him ;o Henley to read : he returned 
E a it 
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it immediately, with the inclofed anfwer ; and t 
believe him fo fincere, that he never once ima- 
gined any perfon could take any thing that was 
faid but as a joke : and I confefs myfelf not only 
fo Jincere^ but alfo fo fittpidy that I did not con- 
ceive it could be fuppofed othcrwife •, or that 
what was faid was capable of admitting of any 
other interpretation, till your letter reminded 
me, that perhaps before ftrangers it might not 
be proper : but if fuch is the cafe, before 
ftrangers one muft few up one's mouth, and 
be exceeding bad company, left they fhould 
imagine one wants common humanity to one's 
own friend j which would here be the cafe, as 
I look upon Mr. Hall as mine. 

In the hurry ycfterday of pleafu^re and fatigue, 
I forgot to return thanks for a fine greyhound 
I received from the Leafowes by my fervant 
the laft time I fent. He has catchcd me a hare ; 
and feems of a race to catch many.— I beg my 
t)eft compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shenftone, 
whofe obliging temper is to be liked by all, and 
is much regarded by me. 

I fuppofe Mifs Dolman is returned to Broom ; 
but hope you will make my compliments to her 
and her Brother in the moft friendly manner ; 
and wifh fo many miles and ru^ed ways did 
not part us. I begin to envy the ants, who are 

hid 
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hid from the world, and the world from them, 
till the fummer |u|i returns to enliven it. This 
you wiU fay is a fad profpeft I have propofed 
to my view ; perhaps more really ferious than 
Mr. Hervey's of the Tombs ! But irue however 
it is, that winter in the country is too folemn 
to give pleafure, though it may give awe j apd 
I loye jt a^ much 9S 4 child does a rigid parent. 
But to put off the evil day, J hope yoy will affift 
by lengthening out the autumn as long as pof-- 
fible, by your company here and your Brother's, 
and by your agreeable letters when I do not fee 
you.— I dare not name the Green Book now, 
though fremus to me •, for you have paid great 
intercfl: for the Joan of it, by the fix lines you 
fent me to-day, which are delightfully pretty ; 
and which ^^ord Dydley ^nd myfelf ought 
to. think qurfelves honoured by : but yet, the 
intereft paid, the principal is (till due, and the 
Green Book is ftill my gbjedk. Whatever 
you write, or defign, is fo j therefore it is faying 
no more than, you have hcar4 me fay before j 
and which J ^m hopeful you will believe, 
knowing that \ dcferye by my fin^erity to b? 
^fteemed 

Your moft faithful fervant,^ 

E 3 H. LuXBOROUGi^ 
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P. S. Mr. Sanders fpeaking of the dime^*^ 
(ion of his Optic Glaffes yefterday, put me ir^ 
mind of meafuring mine. It is near three inches; 
and a half diameter, convex on one fide, and flat; 
pn the other 5 in which latter account it re- 
fembles his: but I hope you will have fomc 
further inftruftions from him about it, as he 
■fccms to be very ingenioqs and curious, and I 
may glean after you. 



LETTER XVIIL 

SIR, Barrellsy Sunday, 0£lober i6th» 174s. 

THE impatience with which I waited for 
the pleafure of hearing from you, in an- 
fwer to my laft, I looked upon as a proof thit 
nothing I could read was fo agreeable to me as 
what you wrote : and had I been doubtful in 
my opinion, yeur letter and Autumn verfes 
would have confirmed it. This is no compli- 
ment, nor am I guilty of flattery. I fpeak my 
mind •, fo that if I am guilty of an error, it muft 
-be in judgnient : and I do not believe it pof- 
fible, even for all your modefl:y, to pack a jury 
tJiat would find me fo in ibis cafe : yet jujl as I 

am* 
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am to your writings, I am partial to the autumn 
feafon :— perhaps you will become fo when 
grown fomewliat older j and not exclaim againft 
xhzt pen/he feafon (as you call it) which, if it 
docs not afFord all the gaieties of fpring and 
fummer, is however attended with fewer difap- 
pointments. Would you in fpring enjoy the 
beauty of your parterre, a fudden fhower drives 
you home ; in fummer you are obliged to fhut 
out the delicious profpeft of the ripened grain 
and the various labours of the pcafant, left, 
like him, you fliould be fcorched by the fun- 
beams, which your fpreading waters refleft the 
more ftrongly, or be catched, though under the 
fhelter of an oak, by the mercilefs lightning : 
whereas in autumn, though more languid, the 
fun has ftill power to chear, and its gentle 
heat caufes no pain ; . it ftill ferves to ripen 
fruits, which are to be your confolation in win- 
ter •, and though the days are Ihort, every hour 
of them may be enjoyed in meads and groves, 
where indeed the trees lofe their verdure ; but 
it is no more than changing their drefs (as fomc 
lowly nymphs have done of late) from a plain 
green gown to a rich brocade mixed with ten 
thoufand fliades : and as it is wove by the hand 
of Nature, fliould ftiH pleafe in its variety, 
though not equally as in its bloom ^ nor fliould 
E4 its 
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its ^ore folemn and decent appearance antici- 
pate by refledtion the rigours of winter. Too 
foon Ihe will make her fhivering naked appear- 
ance, and make us wilh ourfelves buried with 
the ant, till fpring returns, unlefs fome focial 
friends aflemblc (as at BsrrcUs in 1747) to 
fupply with their converfation the abfence of 
the fun. — I cannot perfuade Mr. Outing to 
.allow of my indulgence to autumn ; though, to 
favour my argument. Nature has been fo re- 
markably kind this laft Oftober to adorn my 
Shrubbery with the flowers that ufually blow 
at Whitfuntide, and detk my apple-trees with 
bloflbms, which we faw upon two of the trees 
three days ago, and have now primrofes and 
pqlyanthufes growing. Perhaps it is not fo at' 
the Leafowes ; for though the fame fun lights 
us, it may be clouded over there, and your 
flowers withered all when Thomfon died. — Na- 
ture indeed fhould mourn for one who fung fo 
well her praifes ; but that debt paid, and his 
urn placed in your grove, (fo worthy of its re- 
ception) fhe will no longer weep her Poet, but 
adopt you her favourite to fucceed him, — His 
Caflle of Indolence I have read at laft, and ad- 
mire feveral parts of it. He makes the Wi* 
zard's Song moft engaging: byt, as Lady Hert- 
ford obferves, it is no wonder ; for 

^' He needi no Mufe who diaatM from the Heart;" 

and 
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and Thomfon's heart was ever dc^votcd to that 
Archimage, Do not copy him too nearly ia 
that; it would be cruel to your friends, if, 
like him, 

«« ' your ditty fweet 

** Yoa loathed much to write, nor cared to repeat.** 

I (hall be glad to fee the model of your urn ; 
but more glad to fee the urn itfelf in your 
grove, and its fliadow trembling in your tranf- 
parent ftream. I hope it will be well executed^ 
^ it will give you a penfive plcafure, and to all 
who fee and read how you have celebrated the 
memory of one who fo well deferved it. Fu- 
ture ^rns i>o doubt will be raifed to you, but 
long may they remain unneceflary ! though, 
according to your propofine to end your labours 
(which is ending your plealures) as foon as two 
more things are erefted, I fhould look upon 
your death as very near, and that you imagine 
he is to fnatch you to his arms juft as you arc 
laying the laft white brick of thefecond garden- 
feat :* for no lefs a monarch than he could flop 
the courfe of your elegant improvements. If I 
guefs right, the moft rapid "current, or (what 
is yet ftronger) the moft afpiring ambition might 
as well be flopped as your inclination ceafe 
vhich forces you to adorn your villa, or ever 

your 
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your tafte defccnd to the vulgar rule of leaving 
things as you found them. I often wifh I had 
fi2id that fame ufeful vulgar prudence ; and yet 
how alhamed (hould I have been of it, when 
friends of tafte had ktn me enjoy the thiftles 
and ncptles that adorned this favage place, as 
{Contentedly as the afs that feeds on them ! 

If your expojiulations with Mr. Lyttelton were 
trufques^ his vifit was as much fo -, and upon 
fuch occafions I never, love to be behind-hand 
yrith great people. 

The eldeft fon of Arghimage, and the little 
round fat oily Map of God, talk of making you 
a vifit the week that is now coming in ; and 
for that I waited tq write : but unlefs weather, 
roads, and all conveniences confpire, I tell the 
former, J am fure he will not fet out. But he 
fays I do not form a right notion of him ; fo I 
leave it to him ^o prove. In the mean time^ 
they defire their compliments to you ; I fup- 
pofe I need not fay I mean Mr. Outing and Mr, 
Plall. — I will fend Dodfley's ;hree yolumes by 
them.— As to your thought about improving 
the Show-box, I dp not defpife it for believing 
you took it from the thing called London 
Cries, which children play with; for the great 
Handel has told me that the hints of his very 
^ft fongs have feyeral of them been owing tQ 

thQ 
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^e founds in his ears^of cries in the ftreet : and 
why may your eyes not take a hint from the 
manr^er in which they are exhibited in the for^ 
inentioned little machine ? but I qpeftion if it 
pan be fo well performe4 in fo large a thing as 
thefe machines we have. The paper would 
rumple if not fattened to paftcboard, and if 
faftened, would be too ftiff to roU round the 
rollers •, yet I do not know whether, as you 
pbferve, fome fort of canvas might not do. It 
would be a good amufement in the Wizard's 
Caftle; for by this means it would give no 
trouble to bring all the beautiful gardens and 
palaces of the world to your view, as his chry- 
ftal globe by turning fhewed him the various 
turns of man. For my part, I ptopofe to have 
at my Caftle of Barrells -Solus's Harp •, a mufic 
which will never ceafe here as long as the winds 
maintain their power. 

I do not complain of your punftuality as to 
paying intereft for the Green Book j but I am 
ftill as impatient for the principal, as if you 
Tiad allowed me nothing to live on. I am alfo 
jealous of the Red Book, who robs me I fear of 
your time. Mr. Outing*s anxiety is for the 
Jled one ; fo I expeft no compaffion from him : 
^1 I defire is, that, whether green or red, you 
^iU let me have fome of your ff^orks to fubfift 

upon 
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upon this winter: and if I did not fear t9 
make too rtany demands at once, I would alfo 
beg fox feme of ypur company. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 
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S 1 1^» Barrells, November 2d, 1748* 

IN the laft letter I wrote you (which I hope 
you received J I promifed to fend you 
Dodfley's Mifcellany by Mr. Outing and Mr. 
H^l the week fpllqwing ; but finding they 
have not yet fixed a day for their journey, I am 
rcfolved to venturp fending the books by your 
''faithful poftwoman, (to whom Mr* Brjidley will 
deliver them) rather than^to waif any longer for 
meflingers who may perhaps ^evcr perform 
their promife : for tjie beauties of autunin will 
foon decay, though they are not decayed yet ; 
' the roa4s grow bad, and the days, wh^^H ^te 
already fhort, will be fliorter \ and Mn Outing's 
)>ufinefs, which obliges him tp fa|e iq London 

beforq 
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before this month is out, may all fervc as rea**^ 
fons perhaps for their not going to the Lea«» 
fowes this year, and may be the caufe of my 
feeming to negleft what you defire of me ; which 
I am incapable of: and therefore, in juftice to 
myfclf, I fend the books another way ; but m 
juftice to Mr, Outing, (whom I often accufe of 
indolence) I muft fay that his ihclination and 
frjcndfliip in this cafe got the better of his lazi-* 
nefs, and of every dragon that might fall in his 
way to obftruft his journfey ; but not caring to go 
alone fo far, and Mr. Hall being bent upori the 
fame vifit, they agreed to go together ; and the 
latter, after fixing feveral days, and being pre- 
vented by his Father's illnefs once, and various 
things at other times, tells Mr. Outing now 
that he has no horfe, and had rather defer going 
till fpring ; fo that I forefee Mr. Outing will 
he deprived of the pleafure he propofed for the 
prefent, unlefs you will be fo good as to come 
to Barrells, where you would not only fee him, 
but give me the pleafure of your company, 
which you did promife me when I faw you laft ; 
and which will make me very happy : fince I 
value it greatly in the blooming fcafon of the 
year, you may judge what a cordial it will be 
in the frozen folitary feafon that approaches. I 
ought not indeed to invite you at fuch a time, 

but 
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but it is a proof that I am fenfible of your god^ 
nature, which takes pleafure in nothing fo mucH 
as in obliging ; and I have for that reafon ven- 
tured to poirit out the way in which you are 
fure of obliging greatly. 

Sir, 

Your faithful humble fervarit, 

H. Luxborotjgh; 

P. S. Could you lend me the Shuttlecock f U 
h for Mr. Allen to read once more. 

Mr. Outing begs his compliments to you^ 
and hopes you will be convinced (and 1 hope the 
fame) that, notwithftanding my joke about his 
lazinefs in my former letter, he was ready and 
^efirous to perform this journey ; and he noW 
repents waiting for Mr. Hall -, fo that you cart» 
not fcruple favouring him with your cotnpsu^if 
here ; or if you fliould be fo ceremonious as 
that, /might yet claim a vifit from you. 

My beft complimentSj pray^ at Broom, and 
%o your Brother, whom I hope to fee here.'-^I 
am impatient for the Green Book.-^Mf. Outing 
ftnd 1 are gathering flower-feeds proper for your 
grove ; which I will fend you to fow in fpring^ 
lyith fome Star of Bethlehem and fome Layers of 
Fajfion Flowers for your Hermit, and to inak<$ 

your 
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your Hermitage more proper for the rcceptioa 
of Mr. James Hervcy^ if he Ibould travel your 
way. 



LETTER XX. 

Bairelb, Sunday £yeiung» Novw i^ih, 174^ 
SIR, 

TH E uncertainty of my receiving an an- 
fwer from, you in due time, according to 
the date, and alfo my prefent uncertainty a$ to 
which day of this month I am moft likely to 
have the pleafure of your company at Barrells, 
and, above all, the fear of being by ibme ac- 
cident deprived of it^ or by my abfence feem 
undefcrving of if, are all reafons which oblige 
me without the lead delay to acquaint you^ 
that, before I received your laft welcome letter, 
I had yielded to Mr. and Mrs, Reynalds's ftrong 
invitation to Sooiervile's-Afton j where, had I 
refufed to go, yet Mr. Outing muft have gone, 
}»avring part of his wardrobe there^(as his firft 
Kiik from London was to them) ; as alfo, fomc 
|>u(inefs which he fays he muft go to fioifh, even 
if Ifliould agaiii be prevented from going where 
I. have been £0 long expefted :. and I dare fay 
9 you 
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you would be fbny to find him gone from 
Barrells ; and more fo» to have a iecond time 
leafbn to think his friendihip remifs in its duty. 
Therefore, Sir, thcfe conliderations weighed, I 
determine to fend a meflenger to the Leafowes 
to-morrow with this, and my compliments to 
you and Mr. Jofeph Shtnftone; and to ac<- 
quaint you, that our day of march from Bar- 
fells to Afton is fixedfor Friday next, the iSth 
inftant i and that of our return for the Friday 
fbllomng, the 25th t and we fhall depend upoii 
feeing you the drft moment your bufinefs or 
inclination permits. How readily would my 
pen and wi(hes fix the 26th> that being the 
earlieft moment ; but you obfcnre in your let- 
ter to Mr. Outing, that fixing days is an en^ 
croachment upon liberty ; therefore I am filent, 
and fubmit to the time which fuits your con- 
venienCy. And as I do not intend to make any 
more excuffions till fpring returns, and do not 
cxpeft any company here, I fear no mterrup^ 
dons from this fide the Uckee^ (how do you 
ipell it?) and flatter myfelf there will be none 
on the other : then Ihall I fee you arrive per*- 
haps thrdugh fnow or rain, which will heighten 
my gratitude, but moderate my joy. The 
Green Book will 'add greatly to my pleafurc, 
and your converfation will make me prefer 

winter 
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Wmtei? to my favourite autumn, though I have 
refufed that preference to fpring: but to fay 
the truth, no feafon can be difagrceable in com- 
pany one likes ; nor none agreeable with the 
infipid or unfociable, the unfriendly, or the un- 
meaning, the defigning, the tale-bearing, the 
pedantic, or the ignorant, &c. &c. from all 
which may the Divine Powers deliver us ; and 
may I foon enjoy the reverie company in my* 
chimney corner ! then fhall I be agreeably en- 
tertained •, Mr. Outing be eafed from his fears 
of not feeing you before he leaves the (Country 5 
and Mr. Hall be enabled to make his own excu- 
fes to yoU| and in partfcular to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
ftorie for not performing his promife. He feems 
penitent, and I galled him a little, though with 
your gentle and kind reproaches, which he felt, 
ftotwithftanding at that inftant he was wrapt in 
ecftacies of joy and admiration ; for he had pur- 
chafed an incomparable horfe the day before. 
The beauty of novelty is great with him ; but it 
will be decayed before this month is out, and he 
will then have the more time to give you marks 
of his friendfhip ; which I dare fay is always fin- 
cere, and not tranfient, as his paffion for his 
horfe may be. — Now I have anfwered for him, 
F permit 
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permit mc to fay for myfelf, that I am mofi: 
ftcadily. Sir, 

Your finccre and obliged 

humble fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

If it fuited you to go with us to Somerviles- 
Afton, I can anfwer for your welcome there, 
as well as for the additional pleafure it will be 
to me and to Mr. Outing ; who would tell 
you fo himfelf, but the meffenger who is to 
carry the letter cannot wait ; and he expefts to 
fee you fo foon, that my pen only (peaks for 
him now. 

Lord Dudley gave me hopes of coming to Bar- 
rcUs, which would do me honour and pleafure. 
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Wooton^ Sunday Evenings Nov. 2otb, 1748. 
SIR, 

TH E inclofed, of ancient date, will inform 
you of the dilemma I have been in. — Hav- 
ing a kind of hofpital of fick fervants was no 

agreeable 
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agreeable circumftance j and the fear of difo- 
bliging my friends at Somerviles^Afton, or of 
miffing of the pleafure of your company at 
Barrells, had you come whilft I was there, 
were reafons that diminiftied the happinefs I 
propofed by both thofe yifits 5 mine to them, 
and yours to me. To prevent thefe misfor- 
tunes, I was fending a meffenger to the Lea- 
fowes with the inclofed, when my houfekeeper 
was taken dangeroufly ill, and obliged me to 
fend my meffenger to Afton, inftead of the Lea- 
fowes, to acquaint them I could not go thither 
according to my promife : but he met Mr. 
Reynalds on the road coming to fetch me. He 
ftayed with me from Tuefday till Thurfday, 
eyery moment expecting you •, and the more 
fo, as he found by me, that your defign was to 
come whilft Mr. Outing's bufinefs permitted 
him to ftay in Warwickfliire, which was not to 
exceed this month. In fhort, Mr. Reynalds 
left me on Thurfday, but infifted upon my 
promifing to go to Afton on Wednefday next, 
and you with me (for he concluded you would . 
be at Barrclls now, becaufe it wants but ten 
days of the end of the month).— My fervant is 
got pretty well. — ^Mr. Outing is ftill here, 
though he expefts every day or hour to receive 
^ fummons to go to London ; and Mr. Rey- 
F 2 nalds 
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nalds has fent his fervant purpofely to-day with 
a letter to defire us not to foil to go on 
Wednefday, and that he will come again to 
fetch me j and alfo an invitation to you to go 
with us : already he has contrived to keep roon» 
for you, therefore you will not ftay away upon 
a fuppofition of any inconvenience to him. I 
ihall return home on Wednefday, the 30th inft. 
and fhall hope you will return with me, and 
enliven this melancholy fealbn by your agreeable 
company. — Mr. Outing defpairs of feeing you, 
unlefs you come to Afton with 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUCH. 
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SIR> Barrells, December i2th» 174s* 

METHINKS I fee you by your chimney- 
fide, your pen in your hand, and the 
Red or Green Book before you, juft going to 
exprefs with poetical elegance fome refined or 
fublime thought, which might have afforded 
pleafure and improvement to prefent and future 
ages ; when you are interrupted by your old 
poftwoman, who prefentsyou my infipid lett^; 
you frown a juft diflike to the interruption, r<?- 

venge 
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veffge yourfelf with your heel on the innocent 
pjaifter of your room, and then you begin to 
conQder ferioufly what can have drawn upon 
you the plague of an epiftolary correfpondencc^ 
to which you had endeavoured to put a (lop by 
piot aolwering my two lail letters : and you will 
not guefs at the reafon, unlefs I tell you that I 
write now chiefly for other people's bufineft. 
In the firft place, Lady Hertford, at my recom*- 
piendation, (thinking it would be agreeable to 
you) co^fents to fubfcribe to Mr, Smith's Draw- 
ings ; which you will be pleafcd to acquaint 
him of: ^d I was willing to let you fee the 
fuccefs of nrjy recommendatipn as foon as I 
could. You feemed to cfpoufc the man's inte*» 
reft, and to approve of the Views he is going 
to publiih 4 and I could have >yiihed to lerv^ 
piore effentially any perfon recommepded by 
you. — I am next, Sir, to return Mr. Allen's 
thanks and his compliments to you, with Mr. 
"^hiftler'^ Poem. Mr. Reynalds's devoirs I 
fm alfo defired to pay you, and thpfe of Mr. 
Quting •, who were both forry you did not ac- 
cept of the invitation to Someviles-Afton. r— 
Here ends my embafiy. 

Before I conclude, I muft tell you, that I went 

to Aft-on ou the day I wrote you word I fhould 

CO, and returned hither 911 Thurlday, the firft 

? 3 of 
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of this month : which was only one day latcf 
than I intended, and that was becaufe of the . 
death and burial of one of the invalid fervants, 
which (as I wrote you word) made an hofpital 
of my houfe at that time.— Mr. Outing returned 
with me, hoping to find you here, and did 
not leave me till laft Thurfday. I am now 
alone, and the feafon not inviting to travellers •, 
but the weather and roads are good ; and as 
you find fewer horrors in Winter than in Au- 
tumn, I will hope that you will once more en- 
liven it with your company : my hearths will 
blaze the brighter, and Eolus will fet his harp 
to fofter mufic, or feem to do fo, if you arc 
here ; and fecial Winter will vie not only with 
fruitful Autumn, but alfo with flowery Spring, 
and be fure of fuccefs, if you favour my Her- 
mitage with your company. 

I fend you Lady Hertford's (or rather the 
Duchefs of Somerfet's) Letter to perufe, and 
defire you will return it as foon as poflfible, 
for I have not anfwered it. — If you have the 
Peruvian Letters, I (hall be glad to fee them. 

Mr. Hall ftays for this fcrawl, and only 
allows me time to fay that 

I am. Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, and 

Conjiant Ccrrefpondent ; 
I wilk 
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I wifti I could fay, in the ftylc of the weekly 
News-papers, 

^ " Tour conftant Reader^'* 

H. LlIXBOROUGH. 

My compliments at Broom ; and I hope to 
fee Mr. Jofeph Shenftone here. 
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SI R» Barrell<» Sanday, December iSth^ 174^. 

THOUGH there were not in the reproofs 
I took the liberty to give you, the fame 
delicacy as in thofe the Duchefs of Somerfet 
gave me, I may venture to fay they arofe from 
the fame motive ; which I am proud of, and 
will, I hope, produce the fame effed ; which 
will give me great pleafure. Her*s have already 
obliged me to be more than punftual; for I ' 
have wrote to her Grace twice in eight days, to 
atone for having wrote but once in eight ^ 
months : and you, Sir, have already atoned 
for all the rcmiflhefs I accufed you of, by the 
very obliging litter I have received this even- 
F 4 ' ingi 
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ing ; and by reviving my hopes ef feeing yoii 
foon at Barrells. It i§ fufficicnt, that your not; 
coming or writing fooner, was no way owing 
to your want of friendftiip.: that enfures your 
pardon; and I find myfelf now become the 
penitent finner, but expcft the fame pardon -, 
for I 4rp fenfible I was too fevere (though ' 
meant in raillery) when I reprimanded you 
for not coming or writing into Warwickfhire ; 
whereas I ought to have confidered I was iri 
another county nine or ten days, and that you 
could not guefs I had left orders to be fent for 
if you came, or to have your letters^ brought 
me if you wrote. — After my return, indeed, Mr. 
Outing's expeftations of feeing you were raifcd 
by our not hearing from you ; which he attri- 
buted to your defign of coming here before 
his return to London ; and his expeftations 
raifed my hopes -, fo that the laft fix days 
(which was the full time he could allow hinfK 
fclf to fojourn here) fcemed fo m^ny years to 
him, and made me think the time the long- 
er, though I had not equal reafon to grieve 
at the difappointr^ent, being fuftained by hope, 
whilft he has caufe to defpair perhaps for 
jnany months to come. But really, as he was 
the aggreflbr laft ye^r, the affair fcems to rae 
to be already corapromifed between you, with- 
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out the legft occafion of reference to a third 
pcrfon, 

Mn Allen was here laft week, but is gone ; fa 
that I cannot make your compliments to him 
now, but I can anfwer that he will be glad 
to make his to you in perfon, as he has a great 
cftcem for you. He thinks fo well of Mr* 
Whiftler'^ Po?m, and is fo pleafed with moft 
of the thoughts, that he wifhes them new 
dreffcd, or rather the whole thing reviled by 
fome good poet of age more mature than that 
gentleman's then was, and imagines it worthy 
of their care. 

Permit me to interrupt what I am iaying 
with a curfe againft crow-pens. If I was to add 
to the curfcs an the Service for Aftiwednefdayi^ 
the crows would be loaded with them •, or ra^ 
ther, the men who invented putting their quilU 
to this ufe, which at prcf^nt gives me into- 
lerable fatigue, and will prevent my faying 
half of what I would fay to you :— How mud^ 
more friendly are the gecfe ! Mine were all 
retired to reft before I returned from my dc? 
votions at Henley ; and I never once thought 
or imagined tha^ turkies could produce a quill 
capable of writing io good a hand as your letr 
tpr is wrote in. Surely the bird you killed* for 
J^9rd pi|dky, ai»d with whoi? quill you wrote 
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to me, muft have been a phoenix in difguife ! 
How could we have been both fo elegantly 
feafted by any common bird ! If my turkies 
carried fo much wit in their quills, they fhould 
not live till morning, but fhould be facrificcd 
to you. But if, on the contrary, they can only 
convey ny wit^ let tbem live, and let me be 
filcnt for your fake.— Your want of gilt paper 
was no more to be regarded than your want of 
a coronet or crown. My want of a pen and 
ink is really want of common neceflaries, 
bread or water: yet the faft is fo, that I can 
come at neither that will make what I write 
intelligible. All I can do for you is, to make 
my letter the ihorter.' But I muft firft commend 
your intended alterations in your houfe, though 
they prolong the time of your abfence. The 
room you defcribe, is of a good drmenfion, as 
well as elegant : the library will be the fame, 
and will be a lafting pleafure to you. It is now 
only in embrio : the improving it to the per- 
feftion you propofe, will be a daily amufe- 
ment. Your fine profpedts and waters will aflift 
yov in making every thing round it enchant- 
ing : but if you fhould be as fenfible of the 
beauties of .the Leafowes as your friends are, 
they would never be able to get you from it ; 
and as I fhould be one of the greatcft fufFerers, 

IwiU 
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I will not encourage you to like it too much. 
Yet I may venture to fay, that I think the 
building you fend me the (ketch of, will be a 
fine ornament to one of your woods, and your 
urn a very proper and friendly addition to the 
other. . You fay nothing of either of the 
Sketches, fo that I do not know which you have 
fixed upon : I think thofe I have marked with 
I and 3, are too common a fhape, and would 
do better in a church than a grove ; tbat you 
have wrote the infcription upon, is a better 
fhape in my eye \ but I think the top*ornament 
not very pretty, though better than the flame 
in the fecond. The garland of flowers mends 
die fhape of the third : but I imagine you have 
fixed on the firfl:, and think it will be very 
handfome. I do not think the pipe, &c. on 
the fourth would be ugly if hung by a rib- 
band to the knot which joins the foliage ; but I 
do not fo well like the bafe of the urn : but I 
fpeak with great ignorance, and confcquently 
with great fubmiflion, which you will fay is 
not always a confequence of ignorance ; but it . 
ought to be fo, and is fo where the ignorant arc 
not by nature fools : apropos to which, permit me 
to fay, that I mull be a great one, if I think my- 
felf capable of criticifing upon your writings of 
any fort.— ^The elegies you have the goodnefs to 

intruft 
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ijrtTAift to me, lhall be as fecure as if they wcm 
a treafiu^ lodccd up ia an iron cheft and 
icrcwed to the floor. I will indulge ff^fiff 
whilft they are in my pofleffion, with looking 
(hem over -, bu% am incapable of aQifl;ing yvu^^ 
by giving my jxjdgment upon them : without 
lippeariflg t<^ hvimble, I may iay this, even 
without cenfuring Nature; for there muft be 
(bme learning as well as <;ommon fenfe, to be 
able to corred works of that kind : however, 
if you will do as I have heard fome great poet 
did, (I think Molicre) who read his Works to 
his ignorant footman before he publi&ed them ^ 
judging that what appeared wrong to him wa^ 
wrong, becaufc it muil be unnatural ^ I may 
b? of about as much ufe and no more. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reynalds wiihed your com* 
pany at Afl:on, when I was there, for a double 
reafon :-^ their own pleaf^re, and the pleafurc 
they take in entertaining all their guefls with 
what is moft ;^reeable to their feveral t4^s\ 
and they knew youy company would be agree- . 
able to mim. They do not talk of coming to 
Barrells atChriftmas, nor before the winter is 
over i but I am perfuaded Mr. Reynalds him- 
lelf would com^ with fpeed, if I could let hia^ 
know when you would be here. It is a jour- 
iiey of xmly three hours on l^prfebacK. — ^I retura 

, thai\ks 
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thanks for the Flower Piece, and will read it 
with pleafure, as you recommend it. 

My hcad-fcrvants are recovered. She who 
died was a young houfemaid. I am obliged to 
you. Sir, for enquiring. — My five cows continue 
well, though every body's cows die round them. 
I look upon it as a peculiar bleffing to me, 
who am indebted to them for perfeft health. 
I eat heartily, grow too fat, and have not tailed 
wine, beer, nor cyder, thefe two months or 
more.— I am now bufy in plantir^g the lane 
that joins the coppice, and have chofen my trees 
according to my years. The abele is what I 
plant ; which in four years time will produce 
multitudes of fetts, and grow to be a good 
Ihade, Sir Robert Cocks has fent me an hun- 
dred or two of them as a prefent. 

My compliments attend Mr. Shenftone and 
the family at Broome : Mi-. HalPs attend you^ 
—and I am iaviolably 

Your fincere friend and fcrvant, 

H. L. 
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LETTER XXIV. 



Barrells» Jannary 4^1, 1748-9, Nine at Night; 
Sift, 

1R E C E I VE D your letter of the 30th ulr. 
this evening, in my bed 5 to which I was 
confined by a nervous fever. I could not even 
read it ; for I had not feen day-light fince the 
fun fct, the evening before ; which tedious time 
was ROt once indulged with fweet repofe. I am 
now up, and think it ftiould be morning ; but 
as yet, there appears to me as much irregularity 
in time as there is in my pulfe, and as you are 
fure to find in my letter ; especially as it is wrote 
under thefe circumftances. I imagined I could 
not hold a pen, and I fiad it only pofiible by in- 
tervals. 1 have however remembered the late 
rough notes of my croaking crow enough to rejedt 
the affiftance of his quill, and have recourfe to 
the goofe to return the compliments you make 
me, imagining the quill of that bird would fa- 
vour me as it did you : but I am difappointed ;, 
fhe is ftill ftupid; and her fifter, who ferved 
yQU fo well, muft have been bred at Paris, if 
7 one 
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one judges by her politcnefs : and if you have 
ever employed her in the Poetical Pieces you 
have fcnt me, I (hall think (he has ftudied at 
Parnaflus. — Why muft the filly look of the 
goofe entitle her to be the emblem of nothing 
but ftupidity, when the more filly gravity of 
the owl allows him to be the emblem of wif- 
dom? Henceforward I (hall prefer geefe to 
all other of the feathered kind : at lead, the 
geefe of the Leafowes. 

I am glad your parlour wants no more to 
finifli it than ftucco, Mr. Wright of Worcef- 
tcr ftucco'd my Summer-houfe ; which is well 
done, as to workman(hip. Where more ele- 
gance is required, he employs an Italian under 
him. They did the new work at Warwick 
Caltle, at the Priory, and the infide of the Tem- 
ple at Lord Archer's. 

Mr. Smith's letter to you. Sir, is exceeding 
polite; and I rejoice that he looks upon the 
Leafowes in the light that place appears to me : 
my vanity is indulged by it, as is my conftanc 
defire to perform what is agreeable to you, 
fince he feems fo well pleafed that the Duchefs 
of Somerfet's name fhould be added to his lifi:, 
and that I have had the good fortune to pro- 
cure jt. Her Grace has been very ill, and is far 
from being recovered, though fhe did me the 

honour 
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honour to write me a compliment of condoU 
fence upon the death of Lord St. John, my 
brother (at Naples) which (he fays (he did, 
blowing that I tber write benefits on a rocky but 
injuries on fund. I have, indeed, in this very 
inftance, felt that (he does me juftice ; for the 
news of his death, which my Brother Holing- 
broke wrote laft Monday (evennight, was the 
firft 9aufe of my diforder.-^I have been difabled 
from reading over your Elegies with the atten-» 
tion / could wi(h and tbg do merit ; but I am 
Well perfuaded, they will pleafe better judges^ 
OS they do me ; and that they want but little 
of the alTiftance of thofe judges to make them 
as perfeft as yourfelf and your friends can de-* 
fire. I confefs, the length of the Preface gave 
tiie fome pain^ left the impatience of many rea- 
ders might make them lay down the book 
before they got to what that is meant to intro- 
duce them to: and in fome perfons it tmf 
raife fcruples as to the propriety of the Elegies^ 
which they would not ever have thought of* 
objeding to, as it is a kind of difTertation upod 
that fpecies of poetry, and might perhaps (if 
neceflary at all) be better printed as fuch after 
the Elegies. The many tedious and bad pre- 
faces that have fatigued the world, may have 
perhaps caufed a diflike to fuch introduclionsj 
9 however 
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however pcrfcft they may be, and made them 
be condemned by numbering the pages, rather 
than by reading them ; and whether they are 
right or wrong in doing fo^ I believe all writers 
are under a fort of neceflity of fubmitting to 
the faihion of the times, or of renouncing ap« 
plaufc, even when they beft deferve it: and 
that /itf/ fhould be your cafe, who deferve fo 
jnuch, would be a concern to all your friends, 
and to none more than to me. I confefs, I was 
doubtful if 1 ought to objeft to this preface 
to yourfclf, though I thought as I now write 
about it ; but was diffident of my judgment, 
till you mentioned an intention of curtailing it 
at leaft. The feventh Elegy I like as well as 
any I have had time to look -over, and was the 
more inclined to read it, as you had Lord Beau- 
champ in view in the latter part; but I am 
apt to think the Duchefs would rather be bur^ 
than pleafed at the application of it, bccaufe the 
late Duke was fo barbarous as to fay that (he 
fent her fon over to kill him.— Might not the 
intention and the fenfe of the Elegy end as 
properly at the fourteenth ftanza " the beauties 
" of Britannia's mind ?" Perhaps I talk very 
fooliflily; for my frnall genius (if ever I had 
any) is grown rufty for want of opportunities of 
ufing, and of brightening it, by convcrfation : 
G and 
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and my imagination has been robbed of every 
fpark of fire by the fever, to kindle a flame in 
my blood and fcorch my body, whilfl: my 
thoughts freeze: yet it has left in my heart 
enough warmth to keep friendlhip alive as long 
as I exift. And as long as that is, you will 
be fure. Sir, of having 

A moft fincere friend 

and humble fervant in 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 

I depend upon your promife of coming foon 

to Barrelis ; for .the fymptoms of my illnefs 

are not fuch as threaten its duration, or my 

death. 

Saturday. 

P. S. Mr. John Reynalds has lain here one 
night (ince you wrote to me ; and fays he will 
fly from Afton to Barrelis at your call. Mn 
Hall will have equal pleafure in feeing you, and 
Icfs way to come. Mr. Allen has been im- 
mured in minced pies, (as I fuppofe) and has 
devoutly paid his homage to his god IFbiJl 
io long, that his devotion (like that of other bi- 
gots) has made him forget his friends, and 
every worldly duty, beyond the limits of his 
parilh : fo that I have not feen him, but am 
perfuaded he is not yet fo hardened in his ido- 
latry 
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latryy but he will be recalled the moment you 
come to convert him ; which I the more rea- 
dily anfwer for, as the twelve days are now 
over. 

You are to remark, that though my letter 
was wrote on the 4th inftant, my Poftfcript is 
not wrote till the 7 th at night : and I have the 
pleafure to tell you, I am recovered from my 
indifpofition, and wait impatiently for your 
company^ and will keep the Elegies lafe till 
then. 

You had no need to make an cxcufe for group* 
tug many fubjc6ls in the laft fliort page of your 
letter ; for a good mailer knows how to put 
every objeft in its moft advantageous lights 
though dicy were ever fo numerous, and to 
place them lb, that the more clofely conneded, 
the more pleafing the groupe, and the more 
is the judgment of the artift admired, who with 
his pencil cannot exceed your quill. 
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Barrells, Afh-Wednefdajr^ 

IT is true, Sir, life is chequered^ and with 
great exadtnefs too. 1 have often thought 
it, and now experience it : for your letter was 
delivered to me laft Friday at noon, and gave 
me exquifite pleafure ; and that fame evening 
I was feized with exquifite pain in my right 
foot, which for three days continued raging, 
and would make me rave, if I did not. think 
it Juftice Divine : for to me to be denied the 
power to walki is as great a puniihment as it 
is to fome (Outing for inftance) to be obliged 
to ride. Many perhaps in my cafe would 
vainly blame the P&wers above 'y but I allow 
their difpenfation to be juft: for a more mo- 
derate pain would not have been adequate to 
the pleafure your letter, and the Verfes inclofed, 
afforded me. Do not think this a poetical 
fancy •, for if fuch in profe^ it would deferve 
the name of impertinent affeftation,— the thing 
I moft defpife : but ferioufly, I am quite lame ^ 
and though the pain is gone off, the fwcUing 
remains fo as to oblige me to wear a man's 

flxoe^ 
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flioc, and confequently the confinement re- 
mains, which is lefs fupportable to me than 
the pain ; for I am fo unknowing in the fcience 
of amufing myfelf without walking about, that 
I can fcarcely write a line when my ftandifh 
is brought me, becaufe I did not fetch it 
myfelf : — Such is habit ! but fuch alfo is the 
order of Providence; and I fubmit without 
repining. — Hope affifts me greatly upon this 
occafion •, for as you promife to fend me foon 
fome more of your poetical performances, I 
already fancy my pain turned into pleafure.— 
Had I been a lover of money rather than an 
admirer of wit, I fhould have founded my 
hopes upon the notion fome of my neighbours 
have, that my lamenefs is the gout, that dif- 
temper being as it is faid generally accom- 
panied with riches ; but I neither believe nor 
wilh them to be in the right. 1 am fure I am 
not rich, nor fhould I be if Peru was mine ; 
and I am as fure, I would not willingly fufFer 
an hour of pain to become fo; yet I would 
fuflfer many fuch without murmuring, to hear 
the converfation or read the fentiments of thofe 
I efteem, and who exprefs their thoughts with 
elegance. 

Now I leave my gout and my morals^ to 

hobble into my ftudy for Ware's Book of Inigo 

G 3 Jones's 



S6 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

Jones's Defigns ; and fhall be glad to fee what 
yoii will execute from the ideas they may give 
you. And when every body admires it, I fhall 
perhaps boaft that I helped you (though at the 
third or fourth hand) to that idea, by lend- 
ing you the book ; as you might boaft of 
helping me to a found foot if you fhould 
fend me a crutch. May I never want crutches 
till you want bright ideas, is the felf-inte- 
refted wifli of. 

Sir, 

Your obliged 

and moft humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 

AH I can fay in excufe for Parfon Hall, is, 
that, notwithftanding his garb, he is rather for- 
getful than revengeful. — I fent the letter you 
wrote him about your bufts inclofed to Mr, 
Guting. 

Have you fcen what Dodfley has lately 
publifhed ? viz. Bolingbroke's Trafts, Fitz- 
ofborne's Letters, and three volumes of Poeti- 
cal Mifcellanies : I think he calls it a Collec- 
tion of Poems ; fome are old, fome middle- 
aged, and none I believe quite new; but are 

all 
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all fuch'ES defcrve to be diftinguiflied and 
prciervcd. Your School-miftrefs is among 
them. The TraAs you have read often in 
lingle pamphlets of flying Iheets. Fitz- 
oftorne's Letters I never faw before, nor ever 
heard of the gentleman ; but they are exceed- 
ing pretty, in my mind. 
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8 I R, Barrellsy March 23d, 1748-9* 

YOUR great punctuality in returning the 
books has prevented my fending a fer- 
vant to thank you for your vifit ; which 1 
may do with infinitely more juftice than you 
can thank me for my reception^ which was. far 
from deferving to have the word elegant joined 
to it : the word hearty is the utmoft it could 
claim, and that I may venture to infure for 
as long as my life lafts ; for till that ceafes, 
my fincerity will not ceafc -, and my cfteem 
for you. Sir, in particular, I am certain never 
will. But I always wilh to enliven that heavy 
idea which the word hearty conveys, by feme 
entei*tainment agreeable to your tafte^ when- 
G 4 ever 
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ever you favour me with a vifit : but, alas ! I 
have had as many difappointments in my wifhes 
as any perfon ever had, during feveral years 
of my life, I alfo find one in this laft defire ; 
for the weather, or my fpirits, or both, arc 
generally depreffed when I wifh them gayeft ; 
and my folitude is commonly more ftrift when 
I wifh it to be varied, by the arrival of fome 
merry companion or other to entertain m? 
and my friends : yet I might live at leaft five 
hundred years in this place before one quarter 
of the incidents happened which are related 
in any one of the fix volumes of Tom Jones. 
I have not yet read the two laft ; but I think 
as you do, that no one charafter yet is near fo 
ftriking as Adams's in the author's other com- 
pofition, and the plan feems far-fetched •, but 
in the adventures that happen, I think he pro- 
duces perfonages but too like thofe one meet« 
with in the world j and even among thoft 
people to whom he gives good chara6ters, he 
fliews them as in a concave glafs, which dif- 
covers blemifhes that would ' not have ap- 
peared to the common eye, and may make 
every modeft reader fear to look in fuch a 
glafs, as fome do who have been beauties, 
and would choofe to fancy themfelves fo ftill. 
The Beauty herfelf might Ihun it equally ; for 

that 
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that fort of glafs would not flatter, and defcfts 
would appear, as there is no perfe&ion in us 
mortals. — If Mr. Fielding and Mr. Hogarth 
could abate the vanity of the world by (hew- 
ing its faults fo plainly, they would do more 
than the greateft divines have yet been capable 
of: But human nature will ftill be the fame, 
and would, I am afraid, furnifli them, if they 
lived till the world ended, with fuch impcrfeft 
objedts to reprefent. 

I thank you. Sir, for Irene, and as much 
for giving me your opinion, which I look upon 
as a fure guide with which I may travel through 
it with fafety and profit. 1 hear it is not 
much liked at London ; but though the Pub- 
lic are far from being in general unjufl: judges, 
they are apt to condemn or commend too fud- 
denly ; and, if one thing difpleafes, to be dif- 
pleafed with the whole; and the fame, when 
one thing happens to pleafe ; their praifc and 
their condemnation '^ being in extremes: and 
they often damn a play for one fingle fault, or 
extol it for a fingle beauty. 

I fend you a book for your bookbinder's 
pattern : but as to your wax, you arc (for the 
firft time in your life) a little ungenerous in 
challenging me to match its colour ; you might 
as well bid me match the vermeille of the rofe^ 

or 



\ 
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or the vermeiUe of one of the French Chanoin^s 
ebeeksj fuch as Boilean was fo well acquainted 
with. Is not the wax of your creating ? 

There wants no novelty to make the I^ea- 
fowcs agreeable. If you ceafed abfolutely to 
9dd to it, it would ilill be new •, Nature would 
furnilb it with never-dying charms ; but I know 
you cannot help aflifting it, fo that I fhall dif. 
eorer fome unconfeflcd beauty which you wilt 
feem careful to hide, when I ne?t pay my 
;inftual vifit and acknowledgments to yoy.-^If 
any thing is done here, it will be owing to th^ 
advice you are fo kind to give me.— I doubt 
whether I rightly underftand in what manner 
you would have the Hermitage become part of the 
fiirubhry-i by means of about three yards ofjhrubbery 
en the QUtfiie of my lime-walk ? I fhould be gla4 
to make this connexion ; but will it not lay 
my garden open to the field through tfhicl\ 
paifes a foot- road to Henley ? and yet, accor- 
ding to your advice, might I nqt plant that 
ftraight walk, which is now gravelled, full of 
fhrubs, and not let it lead to the Hermitage^ 
but return in a ferpentine manner one of my 
crooked fand- walks beyond the Ha! Ha! fo as to 
meet the walk which is bordered by fervice- 
trees and fenced with rails^ and does lead in a 
(;urve to the Hermitage j ia which walk might 
9 ■ alfq 
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Hlfd be ifarubs and a Terpentine fand-pafiage ? 
This could be done^ but I queftion if it is your 
meaning. The caufe of my doubt is your 
faying ifebind the Lime* walk ; whereas I have 
BO limes but from the Pheafent Yards to the 
White Gate that kads to the Field \ and iebind 
thofe limes is only the lane which is much 
below the garden^ and is lately planted with 
abcles : the walk in the field which immediately 
kads to the Shrubbery is planted yfithfervice-trees^ 
Set me right when I hear from you next.— I 
cannot venture to put up my pavillion this fum- 
iner, unlefs you extend your kindneft fo far 
as to come over in the warm feafon for a few 
days, to inftrudt me and my workmen \ for I 
am perfuaded they will err, though Mr. Hands 
the Joiner will perform his part well, in laying 
out the ground as he has done in the wood- 
Work ; but the Mafons I fhall never manage, 
nor be able even to inftrudt •, and as to the 
planting* round, I think to defer that till the 
latter feafon, but in the mean time make the 
fliort Ha ! Ha ! on the green, and plant the two 
elms on each fide the walk before the houfe^ 
gate, which I will do. 

Mr. Holyoak went laft Sunday to preach 
TOr Mr. Allen, and found him furprizingly 
t^Wcr, I will give him the pleafure of know.- 

ing 
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ing you enquired after him.— I wrote Mr. Hall 
word that you did him the fame favour ; and I 
inclofe what he writes me in a poftfcript. 

The north-eaft wind has prevented my walk- 
ing out till this day, when a falfe report of its 
being changed hurried me out ; but 1 had too 
much courage to retreat, and I do nof per- 
ceive any ill effedts from it.— The Spring fhews 
at leaft the beauties of childhood -, for there are 
plenty of fnowdrops, primrofes, polyanthufes, 
and even violets, which promife more fweets, 
I hope you will fmell them before the hated 
Autumn robs them of their perfume. 

I am 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

P. S. As to Mr, HalPs affair, he had a 
laudable ambition to have you write an in- 
fcription to perpetuate his Father's memory. 
You faid you knew him fo little, you defired I 
would give you fomc hints to guide you ; but 
1 knew him not at all, nor ever faw him in my 
life. The general charafter I have heard, was 
that of an honcft man, a faithful fteward, and 
7 withal 
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withal knowing ; fo that his advice was often 
iiked and followed with fuccefs ; and he was 
careful of his family and prudent. More I 
know not ; but once read a letter of his writ- 
ing, upon an accidental affair, which was a 
little intricate, and obferved in it much pru- 
dence, judgment, calmnefs, yet not unfeeling 
cabxinefs, and much delicacy of fentimeot; 
from which letter I judged the better of his 
heart and head ^ yet it was written in the evening 
of his life, . and when a private misfortune had 
niffled him and lowered his fpirits. Since that, 
I have only heard that he was lamented by 
many ; and you know how much his fon was 
affected with it ; and his zeal and affedlion for his 
father makes him wifh more ihould be faid of 
him than barely that he lived and died, and 
with fomething more elegance than the common 
£orm of what the fexton writes on a grave- 
Hone 5 but he does not defire flattery or flou- 
rilhes. According to this, and to obey your 
crommands, I have wrote down a kind of fpeci- 
men, which I beg you to perufe, and rejedt 
or alter, or amend, as you (hall fee proper. As 
Xo thefirft line, I am dubious if I fiiould have it 
or not to begin, '* Here lie," &c. v^hich may be 
Xoo common and dry ; and yet thcothcr may for 

what 
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what I know appear too fiourifhing. If it wa$ 
to be fet up in Wcftminfter Abbey, I think I 
flioukl venture it -, but to the readers in Tan-. 
worth Chwch-yard, perhaps it will uot appear 
that the Reverence here meant is only as to 
an honeft man. 

I can only add my excufes for pretending to 
put my hints into any 'method, which I fhould 
have left to you ; but I confidered the Green 
Book might be at a ftand, whilft your thoughts 
were employed on this Epitaph.— -Thus felf- 
love works even] on the moft difinterefted^ ^kh 
I thought / was ; but find myfelf miftaken 
when intereft points to me a method of ob* 
taining any of your Works ; which in this 
cafe I do at the expence of my friend Mr. Hally 
who will have me, inftead of you, to plan his 
father's monument ; and I am quite unequal 
to the talk. Pr^y burn it or mend it ; and for 
his fake write another, or add a few lines to this. 

Pray write an anfvver for Thurfday next.— 
Pity my hurry, and excufe my fcrawl.— Com- 
pliments to your Brother. . : 

Pray do not forget th^s Green Book. 
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S^IR» May-day, 1749, 

IjH AVE no more than time to 1^ yoy know 
that I had your book firft and your ktter 
after, very fafe; and to thank you for your 
iitrie flcetch of alterations in my Shrubbery. Ija 
prder to follow it, I have begun by taking 
down the ftyles, that no foot-road may prevent 
the execution of what we propofe -, and am 
ungravelling the lime- walk and laying mold on 
k; which is the whole that can be done till 
the planting feafon. In the mean time, I h^ve 
fiuifhed my tower garden, by turning the feven 
grafs-plats that were in the fhape of Lord 
Mayor's Cuftards, into one large one ; and 
have widened the gravel-walk round from five 
feet and a half to twelve feet and a half broad. 
As to the court, the pallifades are removed, the 
end- walls built, the turf taken away, the flopes 
made more gentle, the pillars removed to the 
extremities of the pallifades, and the fun-dial 
is fet in the middle, and the court levelled, 
r^M&dy and gravelled -, the two gates are mak- 
ing. The upper garden is ungravelled, and 

is 
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is making into a bowling-green ; the pavilliaii 
will be fet up next, and the white pales taken 
away from the wall-Iide of the ilable-court to 
enlarge that in autumn : the way to the C<^ 
pice will be altered according to your direc- 
tions ; and I hope then you will be fo kifid 
as to afliil me ; for it is impoflible for you at 
a diftance to judge fo well as on the place.— 4 
do not know if you would have the little gates 
left or no at each end of the Service Walk, 
though they are to be hid with flirubs. I pro^ 
pofe coming into the Coppice from the Service- 
Walk at the farther end between the Chairs 
that overlook the Pit, and the farther comer 
of the Wood beyond what anfwers to the top 
of the Hermitage Pit. 

I wifli for Mr. Hall's fake you would make 
a new Epitaph ; for mine is fcarcely worth 
your retouching. There is one line in par- 
dcular I do not like : I think it is, 

^ As a friendly CoiuifeUor he gainM Afiedion.*' 

The word Efiean I believe is not ufed in the 
whole; though I really forget: but in ih<Ht, 
I like none of that line ; and very little of any 
part of the thing. 

Mr. Williams has been darkening the ground 
^f his performance in my library, fo that I 

muft 
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mufl: fcrawl this over in a ftrange manner, to 
give him time to return home. Excufe me 
therefore, and believe me to be 

Your ever obliged, humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 
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Barrellsy Sunday, June 4th, 1749. 
SIR, From my Chimney-corner. 

YOUR approbation rewards amply tht 
pains I have taken lately in following 
my workmen, and adds a relilh to the pleafure 
I take in endeavouring to improve the environs 
of my cottage. My pavilion is finifhed all to 
tiling and flooring. I believe I Ihall be obliged 
.to pen it in with pales to keep off beafts of all 
kinds ; thofe in human fhape chiefly : but the 
fence will be hid in time with a hedge, and the 
Jbuilding (haded behind with trees, and on the 
Xides by flirubs. The Ha! Ha! is digging.— The 
court has been honoured with Mrs. Kendall's 
coach and fix, which found room fufHcient. 
H The 
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The bowling-green begins to look tolerably 
green fince this late' rain, which I hope will 
join the turfs perfeftly. The Abele Walk, and 
that which was gravel, will be filled in the 
planting feafon, and the Serpentines altered to 
lead to the Coppice -, but the manner of it I 
fhall leave to your direftion, hoping to fee you 
long before that time here, efpecially as Mr. 
Dolman does me the favour to propofe making 
me a vifit whilft my Shrubbery is in beauty; 
which ought to be now : but it is ftill winter here ! 
It is true, there are various fhrubs well blown, 
but it is fo cold and wet, one cannot walk to 
fee them -, and on the dry days the winds are 
fo high, that it is equally difagreeable, and the 
flowers droop towards the ground when fcarccly 
full blown.— You feem deftined never to fee 
the embroidery Nature beftows upon my Cop- 
pice in Spring ; where we had even this year 
great variety of cowflips, primrofes, ragged- 
robins, wild hyacinths both white and blue, 
violets, &c. &c. In the Shrubbery, I think the 
fined ornament is the large bufties of Whitfun- 
rofes, which are ftill in blow, and give one an 
idea of foow- balls this cold weather. The 
lilac is already over, and has given place to 
the fyringa ; of which I have enough to per- 
fume the place with the help of the fweet- 

briar; 
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briar \ and feveral of my rofes are in blow. If 
-this and the next week fliould prove more like 
Jummer than the laft, I Ihall wifh you and Mr. 
IDolman would come.— Mrs. Reynalds from 
<jloucefl:erfhire is now with me, and defires her 
<:ompliments to you, and will be glad to fee 
"you here. Her hufband is to come on Tuefday to 
ilay here the reft of this week. She will ftay 
liere during the next week alfo ; but the week 
sfter that, I expedl Mrs. Meredith from Lon- 
don ; and how many (he may bring with her 
I cannot tell. — Outing will either be at Jacky 
Heynalds's next week, and come here at your 
crail ; or elfe he will come here with Mrs. Me- 
redith for a few days, and go from hence to 
Jfacky Reynalds's, where he will be all fummer, 
«xccpt when he is here. — Parfon Allen is well, 
^nd will meet you at any time. — Mr. Hall is 
liappy in the hopes you give of touching the 
Epitaph ; and I am proud that you think it 
Vrorth your attention enough to mend fomc 
parts of it.— I am glad your bookfeller has 
improved upon mine. In France, when they 
gild the edges, (which they do better than us) 
^hey marble that gilding with faint colours, 
'Vrhich looks very pretty. — Thofe perfons who 
Crannot find pleafure in trifles, are generally 
'^ife in their own opinions, and fools in the 

H 2 opinion 
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opinion of the wife, as they negleft the oppor- 
tunities of amufement, without which the rugged 
road of life would be infupportably tedious, 
I think the French are the beft philofophcrs, 
who make the moft they can of the pleafurcs, 
and the lead they can of the pains of life ; and 
are ever ftrewing flowers among the thorns all 
mortals are obliged to walk through j whereas^ 
by much refledion, the Englifti contrive to 
fee and feel the thorns double, and never fee 
the flowers at all, but to defpife them j expeA^ 
ing their happinefs from things more folid and 
durable, as they imagine : but how feldom do 
they find them ! One. meets indeed with difep-» 
pointments in trifles 5 but they are eafier borne : 
yet I confefs I was much concerned lafl: week 
at the difaflrer which befel my poultry, and 
found myfelf punifhed for my prefumption ia 
daring all my neighbours to produce fuch fine 
turkies as mine, of which I had thirty-icven^ 
and fix of them were fit to eat ; whereas a pole- 
cat fetched away twenty in one night, and eight 
at three in the afternoon next day, and fucked 
the eggs of the turkies, ducks, and chickens^ 
and (what vexed me more upon your account) 
of the Guinea Hens, 

Mn Hall tells me that Lord Archer aiked 

him at London, ten days ^o, (tl^ough he wa^ 

10 but 
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but an hour with him) what you and I thought 
oi his obelifk ? — My bricklayer promifes to 
alter the Niches this week. My ftonc-mafon 
miftook the breadth of the two fteps up to 
the pavi)ion exaftly half, fo that I have been 
obliged to have them pieced, which is ugly. — 
Mr. Williams has darkened the ground of the 
chimney-piece, but cannot alter the fliades 
without new doing the whole.— I keep Lang* 
ley's Book till you come to pick out fome fer- 
pentine-walks. I wifh his ideas had been more 
confined, or my territories lefs fo. Is it not 
the fame Langlcy who publifhed very pretty 
Defigns for Pavement ? Mr. Belfon got fomc 
executed with a (hade of black, white, and 
brown fm^U pebbles.— The Duchcfs of Somer- 
fec has a floor to a pavilion in all coloured 
fmall pebbles, placed fo as to look like a Per- 
fian carpet. — Somebody in Hampfhire has a 
dead fawn or deer reprefented in pebbles at the 
door of a grotto in a park ; but Langley's are 
only regular geometrical figures. 

The thunder interrupts me, and it is church-r 
time ; fo I haften to releafe you. I hope you 
will anfwer this by word of mouth, and believe 
BIC to be, Sir, 

your ever faithful fervant, 

H 3 H. LUXBOROUGH. 



102 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

I fend one of your books.— As the prifoncrs 
in gaol repeat *' Pray remember the poor ;" fo 
I do *' Pray remember the Green Book.'* — 
Compliments to your Brother, and your friends 
at Broom. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Barrellsy Jane z^h, 1749* pafl Eleven at Night. 
SIR, 

1 OUGHT to have thanked you fooner for 
yours, of the 3d, which, as I fuppofe^ 
crofied mine upon the road : but in mine I 
told you I hoped for your aafwer, by word of 
mouth, to view my Shrubbery with Mr. Dol- 
man ; after which enfued the moft ftormy 
weather I ever knew, which deftroyed all my 
Summer fchemes, and left me no comfort but 
the hopes of converting you to my opinion of 
giving to Autumn the preference over Summer. 
— As to Springs the beauties of it are entirely 
baniihed our hemifphere ; and you will be 
obliged to owe to my favourite feafon every 
ray of fun unfhaded by a cloud, or impending 
ftiower, that you have enjoyed this feafon. That 
is alfo a feafon which gives me one annual 

day 
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day of pleafure at Icaft, as it invites me to the 
Leafowes, or rather, as I naturally point to it, 
and you are fo kind to receive me, and give 
the Nereids (your Maids of Honour) orders to 
do it in the moft elegant manner ; and no com- 
mands were ever better obeyed. I have no 
fuch fervants as thofe aquatic nyijnphs ; and 
even my terreftrial flaves fcorn to obey me: 
nay, I fear I am not even heard by the aerial 
beings, fince they fo feldom favour me with a 
fmile. The rains have made my rofes droop 
before their time j but feveral forts have made 
their appearance, and have died in their prime : 
others are coming on ; but I fear my Shrub- 
bery muft lofe more than it is poflible to gain 
by the enfuing fcafon, however fine the wea- , 
ther may be. 

I have been obliged to put off the vifit de- 
figned me by Mrs. Meredith and two of her 
daughters next week, and our friend Outing 
•with them, becaufe I expedt my own daugh-, 
ter and Mr. Wymondefold (her hufband), and 
do not know but their attendants may be nu- 
merous ; and my houfe is not adapted to re- 
ceive numbers of people. It is true, one might 
be fuppofed to make free with a daughter •, but 
ipy cafe is peculiar. She is now nineteen years 
gld, and I never lay under the fame roof with 
H 4 her 



I 
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her Cnce fhe was only fix ; and her hufband I 
never faw in my life, and have only heard 
that he is an exceeding g'xxi-natured mah, 
and have feen that he writes very fenfible let- 
ter? to me ; but further of his charafter I do 
not know. He is ufed to very fine feats, &c, 
of his father's, and here he will meet a cottage 
in comparifon. What ftay they make I know 
not ; but will acquaint you when I know j 
hoping then for your company, Mr. Dolman's^ 
and Outing's.— rMrs. Reynalds fpent a Tort- 
night with me, and flattered herfelf you would 
conle at the fame time. 'Jachf was part of that 
time here. 

I had a letter laft poft from the Duchefs 
of Somerfet, which being lefs than ufual iq 
the rural fiyle, I fhould not fend you, but 
that I think you will like the dcfign (he men. 
tions of a ftove in the Chapel ; fo I fend her 
letter, which you will return.-r- Twenty or 
thirty thoufand pounds laid out at Northum- ' 
berland Houfe, will be a kind of Roman va- 
nity, and contribute to the beauty of that part 
of the city of London, and to the conveniency 
of the populace in particular, if the Strand is 
w:dened. 

I fciw to-day in the London Evening Poft a 
letter, which refltAs upon my Brother B— — kcL 

in 
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in nfford to Mr. Prr-pe*s treachery to him 5 in 
v^htch the blame feem? to be thrown from 
hixn upon my Brother. I have not yet fettt 
any one thing more that has been publilhcd. 
cwiccrning it, except a Preface in ^ Magazine , 
in his favour^ the truth of which I could ^tteft 5 
and have often wondered he could fo long 
Jlifle the abominable ufage he met with from 
P— pe in printing his Work, which he had 
intruded to him to review, intending that it 
fhould riot be pujbliftied till after hh own deaths 
The letters between Pn«-pe and the Printer, 
Jbargaining for the price, were found by Lord 
Marchmont, whofc bufinefs it was^ by ]?-*--pe*s 
laft Wilk to look over his papers jointly with 
iiord Bol-9— ^ke : but as to the fubjeft of thft 
|M[>okj I know nothing of it ; nor is tha( tij 
th€ pjirpofe, as to Pif^pe's bafenefs to the 
beft of ffiends •, without whom he had never 
ihone in the Effay on Man. 

I like extremely your Weekly Verics, and 
(ho\jld value greatly a colleftion of them. Pray 
favour me once a week with the lines of the 
jday,— As to the prefervation pf your flowers, 
I fear thofe you fent me will not keep the peo- 
ple that read them from gathering as many as 
iifuil, unlefs it fliould make them dfead the 
rcfentment of Fairies and Hobgoblinsj which 

undoubtedly 
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undoubtedly they have formed a perfcft nodoa 
<^, though your rcafoning and your lines will 
not be underftood by them; but if you once 
perfuade them you can conjure up fpirits by 
your pen, I think you may be fecure in your 
grott from all intruders, and fee your Shrub- 
bery profper unmolefted. 

Pardon me for differing with you in opinion. 
You arc not the idle man of the creation. You 
may be bufied to the benefit of fociety without 
fUrring from your feat, as much as the mif- 
chievous man with ieeming idleneis may be 
bufied in the deftruction of it. You give ia- 
nocent pleafure to yourfelf, and inftru<^on 
as well as pleafure to others, by the amuie- 
inents you follow. Your pen, your pencil^ 
jour ufte, and your fincere unartful condu& in 
life (which are the things that make you appear 
kUe) give fuch an example^ as it were to be 
wiihed might be more generally followed-^ew 
have the capacity, fewer have the honefiy to 
^)end their time fo ufefully, as well as un^ 
blameably. 

Your liule Gothic Bench I admire. I hope 
you will execute it at the low price you men- 
tion, with your own timber; and properly 
placed, it will be a far more perieft thing than 

our 
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our famous reftorer of the Gothic ftyle ia 
building (Mr. Miller) has yet given us. 

I am to dine at Lord Archer's next Tuefc 
day, when I fhall fee the Obelifk, and be a 
better judge how it appears from the faloon 
it is feen from: Mr. Hall, you know, thinks 
it appears from thence too taper. Talking c^ 
Mr. Hall, I muft tell you that he dcfires his 
beft compliments, beft thanks, &c. &c. and 
acknowledges he ought to have wrote to you, 
and would do it now, but he has been, and 
ftill is, very much out of order. Ho rode in 
one fortnight feven or eight hundred miles 5 
to Bath one day •, to London two days after i 
lay there but one night, and away to Rugby 5 
upon feveral Rofinantes who plunged him in 
the waters or on the Iharp ftones: his view 
was a good living : he was the ninth compe- 
titor, and fince that has two more that follow 
him in their hopes or pretences. I do not 
find it is decided who fhall have it -, but one 
thing is certain, that riding fo hard, and in 
bad roads and bad weather, heated his blood, 
tlirfcw him into a high fever, and he is now 
moving about in a more limited fphere, but 
clogged with half a fever at leaft. In this con- 
dition he was unable to confider of the lines 
you were fo kind to fend j but juft read the 

three 
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three Epitaphs over, commended in geheral) 
and was thankful for your kind attention, then 
redred to his phyfic, &c, hoping to rcgtin 
more equal fpirits than his are at prcfent, and 
^ more ftiadf pulfc, which I tell him may 
iMke his head more Jleady ; and he hopes 
as much, that he may be able to talk over 
this little affair with you. Sir, ami me at Bar* 
rtUs. If his purfuit after ira/b (which he 
himfelf dcfpifes) fliould caufe him very ill 
health, how might you hug yourielf in your 
idlenefs !— But to return to his Father's Epi- 
taph, (though I diink it would be our belt 
way to make his firft) I am perfuaded I have 
wrote what wants much amendment 5 and 
fliews your bcfitatiitns (as you politely call 
them) to be very juft. As to the fecond line, 
I believe Mr. John Hall may afford a better 
cadence ; but I rather thought the (imple naine 
(as you do) more elegant ; and I find my 
Brother Bolingbroke's Epitaph for Daniel PuU 
leney is the fame in that particular, there 
being neither Mr. nor Ef(juire. In the fame 
Epitaph is alfo 

^' The Lois of fi> mndi Private Virtae 
♦« Js a PqbUc Calamity.** 

Twr word fyttt^^ fuhftituted in the placq 

of 
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6f Large^ is certainly better. I believe th« 
jingle of Larg€ and Small caught me \ ^nd I 
alfo believe " renders his death** woqld b( 
better: but whether fo much exaftnefs in 
granixmar is expefted in this kind of writing 
as in plain prole, you are the beft judge. The 
word Example^ in the 13th line, was Experience 
in the copy I kept at home, and was a flip of 
n>yp€n m tranfcribing. Nature and Judgm^ 
may not be altogether proper to be contra- 
dfftinguifhcd •, but I do not know how to 
mend it to pleafe me : temper is not more tp 
be diftinguilhed from Nature ; and in Ihort, 
thefe three lines puzzle me. Diffufed may be 
put to advantage, I think, (as you obfcrvc) 
inftead of Difperfedj in the fourteenth line. 
SkiU and Prudence^ as you fay, may be undcr- 
ftood as not enough oppofite, though I think 
they arc a good deal fo : — ^migbt not one fay 

** Skill eq4ial to his difintereaed Fidelity.'* 

in the ninteentb line, Efteem inftead of Rifp^ 
we botfe agree in. I do not well knpw as $p 
the dpubt you make, whether they are pecuUaf 
.(pROUgh to each, but am again at a fiand iof 
words to chaise thofe for. As to the tweo- 
^i^tJi^ twenty-firft, and twenty-fccond lines, Ml*. 
.H4I defired me, Xo<w after I fent you the 

copy. 
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copy, to leave them out entirely. I ftiould 
choofe to leave out, as you obferve, ^^Tbe Rich 
ikfs'd:^* might it not be 

The Poor bleft, the Oppreflbr fear'd him ; 
Kor did thole who envy'd prefame to cenfare his Repa* 
tation: 

or elfe. 
Nor did Enry's Breath prefame to cenfare his Repntation* 

Bccaufe if I faid, thofe who envfdy it might im- 
ply that fomebody did ; which I do not know. 
Zed being placed after AffeSiion^ is certainly 
better, for the reafon you obferve ; and muft be 
fo, if ufed at all. But ^pon the whole, I would 
have Mr. Hall take one of the three copies entire, 
as you was fo kind to fend ; and I fuppofe he 
will, when he is reftored to his health, fenfe, 
and judgment ; before which, or then at leaft, 
I hope we fliall talk it over in one of my cells, 
or under my new pavilion, which he calls 
too low. If it had been higher, it muft have 
. been in proportion too broad for the walk, 
and muft have coft me a great deal by a lead 
covering •, and my houfc would have appeared 
lower than my pavilion. It is, to be fure, 
'finall, but the plan in the book is not above 
fcvcn inches deeper, and the front is the fame 
^ 9 length 
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length as in the book. — I keep your Book 
of Serpentines ; for I long for your contriving 
the entrance into my grotto. In the mean 
time, I keep qfF all the intruders from their 
old way to Henley, and have given them a 
better, which fhuts their mouths ; and none 
clamber over the hedges but thofc who are 
not yet apprized of the alteration. Sir Robert 
Cocks has as many hundred abeles ready for 
me as I can wilh, againfl: the bufy month of 
Oftober next. 

It is juft come into my mind, Sir, that you 

love good writing, good imprcflions to feals, 

and all other proper decorations of a letter : I 

ought therefore to fecrete mine, and neither 

fend it, nor ever let you know that I was ca- 

^ pable of intending to fend fuch a fcrawl : but 

X confider this muft go or none ; for I never 

made a copy of a letter in my life, and my 

•Kand and pen being upon the gallop, will ftum- 

liilc fometimes. If this excufe wHl not do, 

"J^ou fliall have the next as prim as Lord 

^ d*s cravat (fo celebrated) ; but it will 

not be half a quarter fo long. Let me know 

"your tafte againfl: the next, and believe that 

^though I fcrawl it over in a flovenly manner) 

my paper conveys the mofl: friendly fentiments, 

and thofe of eftcem and value, which I mufl: 

have 



\ 
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have whilfl: I live for you. Sir, who dcfervr 
them fo well4 

H. LiyXBOROVGfl^ 



LETTER XXX. 

S I R» Sandajy Aoguft 20tli, 1749^ 

AS I believe you fincere in the impatience 
you exprefs to vifit me at Barrells, I hope 
you will be fo jufl: as to believe me equally 
impatient to receive you here, and doubly dif- 
appointed that a continuation of your diforder 
fhould occafion our not meeting at the times 
appointed. — For God's fake, do not venture a 
journey too foon ; yet come as foon as you 
can. The nature of your illnefs gives me pain • 
your frequent relapfes increafe it ; but the 
ftrength of your conftitution, the opiiyon of 
your faithful fervant Tom, and the fpirit J 
perceive in your letters, give me pleafure, and 
encourage me to hope a fpeedy as well as 
ceruin cure j ^d confequently that the nejct 
week will be as favourable to me as I ima- 
gined, and was perfuaded tius would, hgve^ 

heetu 
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been. Mr. Outing's being here added to my 
defire it fliould happen fo. I put nobody off 
upon your account; fo be eafy. My houfe, 
though finall, will never deny me a place for 
you and your friends, whom I look upon as 
mine.-— I beg my compliments to Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman; and need not add, that their com- 
pany will be always agreeable to me, as well af 
your Brother's. 

How pleafed ftiould I be if I could help you 
to a proper Motto for your Gothic Building, 
which even Spenfer has denied you in your 
prefent . fearch ! You could eafily fupply his 
deficiency, and I dare fay you would do it to 
advantage in his own language. You have 
fhewn yourfelf capable 6f that already: fo, 
without putting him or me to the blufh, make 
an old Englifh Motto as you have made a 
Qqthic Buijdinga and you .will be approved 
by the moderns, and envied by the ancients. 

As to the lines you defire me to write in 
n>y. own hand upon one of your fkreens, I 
am^ready to do it; for I fear not the cenfurc 
of thofe who may read them, let the multitude 
te ever fo great, fmce you have read them, 
and have not difapproved : but I never yet 
was fo puzzled in making my judgment and 
jrdura tally. I conceive them to be bad^ but 
I you 
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you fay they arc good \ therefore I err^ and per- 
haps /^rr in faying that the fourth line, filled 
with monofyllables, is an exceeding bad one* 
I fhall fubmit the moment you fpeak ; but ifi 
the mean time imagine, that 

*' Preferving ftill their Parents beauteous Face," 

might be as well as what I wrote before, if 
not better. All I wifli about it is, that you 
will believe me fincere, even in rhime; and 
that I long for an opportunity of fcrawling 
over your feat at the Leafowes with my pen- 
cil, and of fhewing you (as well as Mr. sind 
Mifs Dolman, and Mr. Jofeph Shenftone) 'at 
BarrcUs, that I am, fans cmmonie^ but with 
the greater truth. 

Yours fmcerely, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 

P. S. I fhould not be grateful for the civili- 
ties I received from my Lord Dudley, parti- 
cularly for his invitation to mc to lie at the 
Grange when you was ill, and his invitation 
to me to dine there when you was well again 4 
if I neglcfted fending my compliments to him : 
and hope you will permit me to dp fo here. 

I faw Mr. Hall and Mr. Allen Jaft night, 

who 
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X3fhb enquired after you. I heard the former 
j)reach to-day, but did not fpeak to him j fo 
^ould not make your compliments* 



LETTER XXXL 

&arreils,Aaguft 29thy 1749* 
SIR, Tucfday Night. 

YESTERDAY and To-day have been 
fpcnt by Mr. Outing dnd myfelf in 
looking out to fpy you coming towards us: 
but we looked in vain ^ and our flattering 
liopes begin to give place to unwekome de- 
spair, which is aggravated by the apprehenfions 
of a frefh relapfc of your illriefs, and is the 
caufe of my fending a fervant to enquire after 
your health ; of which I hope to hear a good 
account ;" but rather wifh to fee it in your^ 
perfon, and to hear it from your own mouth. 

Mr. Hall came yefterday in the evening 
^o kifs your hands, but found Outing and 
nie lamenting your abfence •, one feated on a turf, 
^He other on a ftone at the Hermitefs's door, 
^ho has acquired a new bed, which may hold 
^ot only you, if your colic fhould oblige 

I 2 you 
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you to lie down, but alfo all the agreeable 
company I hope to fee with you. It is thic 
Bed of Ware, the vulgar fay : our friend Out- 
ing fays it is only a fociable bed for two 
hermits and two hermiteflcs : but I am not 
in the humour to joke whilfl I fuppofe you 
ill. Relieve me pray from my pain, and be- 
lieve me to be faithfully and inviolably 

Your mod obliged 

H. LuxBORoycH* 

Compliments from us to Mr. Jofeph Shep- 
ftone, and Mr. and Mifs Dolman. 

Mr. John Reynalds was coming here from 
Ailon to meet you, but being difabled by a 
£all from his horfe, hopes (as he vrrites word 
to Outing) to fee you there. 

P. S. I fend you (as a fick man) fix Guinea- 
hen's eggs for your fupper, out of about as 
many more which I could have fent youy auid 
would, but that the learned aflure me they 
lyill come to nothing if fet fo late in the year) 
whereas the few remaining in the neft may 
entice the hen to lay more for your fuppcrs 
at BarrcUs, — For want of a proper place for 
my poultry, or rather for want of a careful 

Mrs! 
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Mrs. Arnold, I have reared but one fingle 
Guinea-chick this year. — If I had fuch a 
command of com and of water as you have, 
I (hould be apt to fall into the expence of a 
Menagerie ; and as well as I love pine-apples, 
teould prefer it to a hot-houfe. 

I beg my humble fervice to Lord Dudley, 
and Mr, Outing his refpefts. 



LETTER XXXIL 

8 I R> Barrellsi September 8th| 1749. 

I AM doubtful whether I fhould write to you 
now, as I may expeft you are upon the road 
hither; for Litchfield Races have, as I ima^ 
gine, left Mr, Dolman at liberty ere this; 
and your diforder has I hope left you free to 
purfuc your inclinations, which Mr. Outing 
and I are vain enough to believe would lead 
you hither. If he denied it, he would not 
gain credit, as all his friends well know he 
has put off other journics upon that account^ 
and if I denied it, I am fure I Ihould be un- 
iuft to you, who fhew fo much partial fa- 
I 3 . Your 
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vour to me and my habitation. This fzSt 
therefore being laid down as certain, joined 
to your not having wrote on Saturday laft, 
as you promifcd, creates in me fome fears, 
left your illnefs ftiould have returned upon 
you, or not have left you long enough for 
you to truft yourfelf from home. If this 
ihould be the cafe, I Ihall be doubly difap- 
pointed: yet I cannot blame you for choos- 
ing to be in your own houfe, when confined 
to a houfe, and on your own bed, when con- 
ftrained to lay on one at hours when one moft 
wifhes and moft expedts to be able to con- 
verfe with one's friends, viz. affer ipeals, which 
are the moft fociable hours in life, when one 
is bleft with friends and health to enjoy 
them. But, Sir, fince blankets and white-wine- 
whey have not cured you under the care of 
phyficians, I ought not to fuppofe I could per- 
form th?it wiftied-fpr talk ; and yet I will an- 
fwer for it, thaf were you ?t Barrells, yoy 
would not be tempted to tranfgr^fs the rules 
prefcribed by thofe phyficians, no more tha(i 
you would be by the Perfian Rice and Sher- 
bet you mention -, and that might be ope ftep 
towards a cure. You would fin4 no coftly 
viands here ; and as for liberty, which yo\i 
fey yoij fpufl hqve ;o eat what you have w/ 9 

ww4 



LETTERS. 119 

mind to, you fhould have it; but as for li- 
berty to cat what you have a mind to, you 
fhould not have it : fo pray do not think 
when you come here, that your fteps 

«* — — — to the Huxtcr*5 fav'ry Cottage tend;** 

for were I the uncontrouled dame that awed 
you with birchen power, you fhould not find 
that I greeted you with fuch cates, as, by in- 
dulging your tafte, might pamper your illnefs ; 
nor Ihould you walk out in unwholefome fogs 
or dews, nor have I power to walk you round 
the margin of brooks and fountains if I would : 
fo that, in fliort, you would be here as infipidly 
fafe as ever Valetudinarian was in the clofeft 
retreat. 

The lines you fent me I like greatly ; but 
fince Mr. Lyttelton objefts to the two firft 
lines of the laft ftanza, and that you do not 
fcem much pleafed with them, what if you 
were to write on your Gothic Seat only the 
two firft ftanzas, which are unexceptionable? 
for though the '' Bcechen Bowl^'* &c. is well ex- 
prefled, and would be vaftly pretty in fomc 
other place, I queftion if it is neceflary here : 
and the threat (if I may fo call it) in the laft 
ftanza, is perhaps lefs neceflary ; as any thing 
like ^threatening is what the fimplicity of a 
I 4 ' rural 



\ 



t!2b LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

"rural fw^in avoids ; ^hich chardftefr ^u feem 
to affutne in the infcrrption. I had the pleafuHs 
to read the other infcription in one of ydthr 
mols-feats, and have it aHb by me in a 'forttitfr 
letter of yours.— I fce you have put Harm hetide 
inftead of /// betide : the difference is of fmall 
^cbnfequence ; yet I am unwilling to give tif> 
^the firft (77/ betide). If you have a mind fdr 
a little more criticifm from fuch a No-Oitic 
"as myfelf, I think Sportive Fawns may Itrpr- 
j)ly the place of Rural Fawns, as they wfelt5 
jocular Deities. You have put Fringed CA\ ittr- 
jftead of Mojfy Cell ; which Oberon at iirft 
called it •, but I love MoJfy ftill j fo attache^ 
am I to the firft of your Editions. 

That many parts of your Farm were extra- 
vagantly cofnrhended by Mr. Lyttelton, Miller, 
^&c. I do not wonder at, thdugh I canliot pro- 
perly term it Extravagantly^ becaufe it was ib 
juftly and reafonably : and as to the Scape- 
Goat, (as you call your Summer-hdufe) it haS 
now fome merit, and had all the merit yod 
required of it at the time you built it ; but 
1 confefs what you have done firice muft "d6- 
^rade it : yet I would not have ft iquite dif^ 
regarded, and rather wifh it could be turned 
to fome ufeful ornament. — ^Have you a dove- 
houfe? The nearnefs of the water would 

pleafe 
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pteafc the pigeons ; and die fight of, them W01II4 
pleafe you : btit let the building become 
\^hat it will, if it remains there, I, would havfe 
it change its tojour from red to white.'^Talk. 
iwg of changing, I muft tell you of my changei 
*t this cctttage. Mr. Outing has put yent^ 
Jlegina Gnidi in the new Pavilioft ovet Vehus*s 
■Shrine, oppofite my houfe, inftead of ovet the 
Summer-houfe door, where it was ; from whitH 
^mmcr-houfe I have baniflred the two rndtto's 
tm the fide-doors, a5 you advifed. The Pi- 
^ng Fawn is retired from the front of thft 
Aviary to his poft in the Wood, whdrfc hfe 
ftands in the Double Oak, iA lieu of the motto 
Hue adesy &c. which being taken down, Habitd- 
runt Bit quoque Sylvas is to fupply its place,—* 
I have found a kind of natural arbor in the 
Coppice^ with ah oak in it, under which I 
have a mind to raife a bank of turf and put 
«iy Tapping. Fawn \jpon it to dance, with 

Cdudet iftvifam pepulip foffdt 
TVr fede terram 

for a motto. Query, (fays Mr. Outing) Whe- 
ther a Fawn may be fuppofed to be a Ditcher ? 
•—I think to put over my Aviary 

** Idle Moficians of the Spring* 

•* Whofc only Care's to love and iing.'* 

Which 
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Which lines arc Lord Rofcommon's, and arc;^ 
I think, more ftriftly true of my birds in- 
caged, than of the wild ones who have employ- 
ment enough to leek food for themfelves and 
their young.— Pray let me know how you 
make your Mofs-Seats^ for I want fome fuch 
greatly in my Coppice. 

I beg my compliments to Lord Dudley and 
Mr. and Mifs Dolman. Mr. Outing delires 
his to you and them, and to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
ftone; who is, I hope, perfuaded of my re- 
gard for him, and that you are as well afTured 
of my being. 

Sir, 

With the ftrifteft truth, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Laft Friday Sir Edward Boughton fent his 
ileward for Mr. Hall *to go and receive his 
Prefentation to the Living of Harborough; 
which Ae did, and is now gone for inftitution 
to the Biihop of Litchfield and Coventry. 
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LETTER XXXin. 

S I Ry Barrell8> September i ith, 1749^ 

TH I S is Monday ; and on Saturday laft 
I wrote you a letter of great length, 
which I fent to Henley to be conveyed to the 
Birmingham Poft-Office, direfted to you, to 
be left there -, but finding your illnefs con- 
tinues, and not having heard from you fincc' 
the letter in which you promifed to write to 
me laft Saturday was fevennight, I cannot be 
eafy without a more particular enquiry con- 
cerning your health. This is the only fubjeft 
of my prefcnt meflage and letter. The laft 
letter was a medley, which if you arc ill, will 
tire you to read, and wjU tire you more to 
anfwer ; fo, I leave you free to make yourfelf 
caly about that, only beg you will let Mr. 
Qyting and me know how you do. As to 
myfelf, I expedled to have gone to London 
this week, but my fcheme is altered ; nor 
would I have gone if you had fent me word 
you would come. As to Mr. Outing, he has 
waited till now, and la(l night fixed upon 
Thurfday for his departure, defpairing of fee- 
19 ing 
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ing you ; and Mrs. Meredith writes mp word 
Ihe will come with her family next week : but 
if my ftivant finds you as well as I wifh you, 
I hope ftill to fee you and Mr. Dolman, &c. 
this weckt and will endeavour to prevail with 
Mr. Outing to difappoint Mr. Reynalds once 
more, and defer his journey till the beginning 
of the next ; but he fays I anfwer for more 
than i$ pbffible for him to perform ; and adds, 
that he would have gone to the Leafowes, 
Jiad he not expefted you here daily. Such are 
the aggravating circumftances of your diforder, 
which, without fuch aggravations, would have 
^iven more than fufficient pain to your friends ; 
of which number I hope you will believe me 
Done of the leafl: zealous ^ for I am, 

Sir, 
Jvlbft finterely. 

Your obliged Jtnd faithful fervant, 

H* LulCBORDUGH, 

We defire (that is Mr. Outing and I) many 
compliments to your Brother and your friends 
at Broom, as well as to Lord Dudley; and 
Mr. Hall defired 1 would give his to you 
vhen I Wrote next. 

Piay 



Pray let C^fi^body tcH my feirvanfe hew. your 
little N^i$-%t^ 9fic, iD^e ;h^ V^ .«^ t^- 
Grove. 
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Barrellfl, Wedacfdf7» September 20th, 174^. 
SIB, 

COULD I fuppofe th^t you laid any ftrpfa 
upon ceremonial, which is only the fliar. 
dow of frien4fliip, where yoq are fecure of it% 
fubftance, I would make you many apoloeief 
for fending this letter by the poft, which I 
ought to have fent to the Lealpwes on Monday 
by a fervant, who fbould ajfo have gone to 
l^om to eiicjuire hov all the agreeable com^- 
pany th^^t left Barrells on Sunday got to their 
refpeftive houfes. The pmiifipn pf thefe ck 
vilities I confefs^ ^d hope tp be abfplve^ 
lyhen you confider that they dp npt prpcped 
from an ungrateful mipd. J could not ^vr%, 
perfprmed them without a good d^al pf ^acpp-j 
yenience to myfelf ; and I l^opw they cpulfi 
not be of any confequence tp ypu : but yjgv^ 
may be affured, that your obliging vifit gave 
6 me 
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me much pleafure, and its fhorf duration much 
regret, however wanting I may be in exprefl^ 
ing it. 

Mr. Outing left me yefterday morning, 
much lamenting that. he did not go the day 
before, when he feemed to grudge every ray g£ 
fun that was^feen at Barrells, and to dre^id 
every drop of rain that might fall the' ^ next 
day on the road to AAon. His fears fhould 
izvt made him confult fome fkilful almanack- 
maker; but trufting to his OMrn obfervations^ 
I believe he met with a little rain, which 
(however lightly it might fprinkle him) would 
I dare fay make him curfe the unjoyous wea- 
ther, and call himfelf an unfortunate hero more 
than once. 

I fee in the news-paper an advertifement of 
a Poem, dedicated to the Duchefs of Somerfet^ 
about Fan^ily Prayer, by one who feems ta 
be a great admirer of Mr. Hervey. I Ihould 
imagine it to be by the ChapUin flie talks of 
in her letter ; but do riot know. 

The firft thing I did on Monday was to or- 
der the Ha! Ha? to be lowered two bricks; 
But found it not neceflary to lower it even 
one ; for the paper you ftuck tip is feen from 
the Hall-Door by lowering the earth a confider- 

able 
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able length of way. So much higher was it 
than the Ha! Ha! that it was that which ob- 
ftrufted the view totally, and not the wall. I 
alfo ftaked out the ground for the fweep of 
pallifadoes and trees at the hither end of the 
Long Walk, and I banifhed the auricula-pots 
from the Library- Window ; and yefterday I 
wrote to befpeak the pediment for the Pavi- 
lion. More i could not do in this fhort time j 
but will have regard to your advice about the 
Shrubbery, 

Should you, if you chofe to ereft in my 
Coppice an urn to the memory of a friend^ 
place it in one of the corners where the trees 
feem to form an arbour, or in the Middle- 
Walk, from whence you now fee Claverden ? 
As the latter place is to be filled with trees, it 
might be perceived through them perhaps to 
fome advantage from the Shrubbery and Sum- 
mcr-hbufe -, but if fo, it would require to be 
higher than in the remote parts of the Wood, 
How high (hould you like the pedeftal? and 
iiow high the urn in either place ? 

I hope to hear your colic is become a 
Granger to you, and that you will not provoke 
^t -by nuts, &c. and I wifh all your improve-. 
f^^nts may profper, and gratify your own tafte, 

which 
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Vhich is fi) ple^Jiing ta othiers^ and, which af- 
fords particyl^f ^Icafure t,Qb, 

Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

If Mi6 Dolman has left the Leafowes, pray 
be fp kind as to convey the inclofed card to 
Broom. 
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SIR, Tocfday, Oftpber lotli. 

AS I am at prefent in as languid (though 
not in fo painf^l) a condition as yoq 
have lately beei^, I might have been ex(:ufcd 
^y yoy, had Inot wrote till I found myfelf 
l)etter y but I fliould not be ejf cufed by myfelf* 
My own reproaches would be continual tor- 
ments to me, did I not take the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of returning thanks for the Ode yo\t 
fent me^ and fpr t{ie uprperited compliropnt 
It makes to me, and to ipy litde retreat. Were 

ftrift 
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ftrift truth as neceffary to poetry as it is to 
hiftory, you would be guilty of a great faulc 
ift placing the fcene here, where the Mufes 
never come, except when you bring them. But 
as poetical licences are allowable, this error may 
be fo too : and I am perfuaded no other can 
be found ih your plan -, nor do I believe tha? 
even you can find any thing in the compofition 
to amend, and yet I will not give a copy, till 
you permit me^ becaufe I would not willingly 
difobey any of your commands.— Befides the 
pleafure your letter and verfes afford me in 
reading, and the pride they indulge in making 
me the fubjed of them, they give me a third 
fatisfaftion, which exceeds the others^ and tl;i{it 
is, the looking upon them as proofs of your late 
diforder having quuc. left you : which I think 
I may do ; for illnefs would difable your ge- 
nius from working with that vigour one may 
obferve in thefe productions of it, .And indeed 
the very imprcffions which bodily pain com- 
monly leaves, would be yet too recent in .a 
vulgar mind to allow it the free ufe of its 
faculties : but yours is fupcrior to others, 
even when it is moft oppreffed. 

Monday, i6tli* 
I was too much out of order to continue 
my letter till to-day, but am now fo much 
K better. 
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better, that I proceed to tell you that my only 
^chitedl (who is a joiner at Warwick) happens 
to be very ill, fo that the pediment is not 
finiflied: perhaps not begun. L have ordered 
him to make it low, and agreeable to the Doric 
order,, as the pillars of the Temple are. I men- 
tioned three urns : he talks of three figures. 
I do iK)t know if three balls would not be aai, 
welL - Lord Burlington ufes them a good 
deal.— When I have an opportunity, I will 
enquire of the knowing which are the proper 
books of Architefture for your ufe ; and in the 
mean tinie will fend you the only one I have 
that teaches the rudiments of that fcience, 
Worfe print or worfe paper you never faw ? 
It coft ipne five fhiltings at one of Oiborne'si 
£ales, thirteen years ago. Perhaps you wiU 
get a better printed one of the kind,^ if you 
Kke this upon looking it over*— As to the 
«rn for Mr. Somervile, he has wrote me the 
price of a plain one in wood, and alfo in 
Warwick ftone ; but it is only twenty inches 
high at that price: which I fuppofe is not 
half high enough ; and he fends a frightful 
common pedeftal in the inclofed draught.— I 
hav^ a fancy for an urn on a round altar, and 
have fcrawled out fuch a thing myfelf, and 
fent it (o Mr. Williams to put in oil, and 
7 ta 
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to paint green trees round, that I may guefs at 
tjie cffeft it will have. The urn I drew from 
4 little pair the Duchefs of Somerfct turned 
for me in wood, from an antique urn the 
Councefi of Pomfret brought her from Italy^ 
It has no cover. You will fee how it is whea 
Willi^m^s fends it back. In the mean time^ , 
pray think of ^ place to fct the urn in 5 for 
I cannot pleafe myfelf about it. . 

Juft at this place of my letter I am inter- 
rupted by one from Mifs Patty Meredith, to 
-defire I will fend four of my horfcs to join two 
of Mrs* Meredith's to bring them hither from 
"Wolfeky-Bridge on Friday next the 20th 5 
io I will not fend this epiftle till they come^ 
^hoofing to wait, in order to make it more 
^orth your reading, by fending you Mifs 
IPatty's opinion, and Mifs Harriot's, about pla- 
cing the urn. 

I will only add here, that I am ferry for the 
^ifage you have met with from your Parfon : but 
liope your path goes on, and could wifh it had 
l^een where you propofed, in defiance of ecclefi- 
«ftical fpite; but fince that is imprafticable, at 
leaft flatter myfelf that you will difappoint his 
^nalicious intent, by making a path on your own 
land equally pretty, and out of the reach of 
Their powers, who endeavoured to prevent the 
K 2 didlates 
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diftates of your tafte. Place it ever fo far 
from tbem, it is poflible their envy may reach 
it^ and trace it to its full extent: but what 
of that, if they cannot moleft it otherwife? 
And I will fancy you can have one that will 
even exceed in beauty that which you firft 
thought of. 

Wcdncfday, Oaobcr 25th. 

By various accidents I have waited in vain 
for Mrs. Meredith till this day, and have not 
yet had time to write, nor weather to feek for 
fituations in the Coppice. 

Friday, 27th. 

To-morrow morning a fketch of Mifs Patty's 
will go to the Leafowes, in hopes of faving 
the town of Birmingham ; but it is impoflible 
to find time to write a line with it. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

SIR* November ift, 1749* 

PRAY read the inclofed letter firft. — ^I 
hope you received a Sketch on Saturday. 
—-This beginning will fcem abrupt : more 6} 
than Mr, Whiftlei^s ! but my reafon for it 

is 
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is the f^me as his. If he is pardoned after a 

filence of fix months, perhaps I may receive 

the fame favour. My filence was not of fuch 

long duration. My crime was not fo great, 

bccaufe it did not deprive you of fo much 

pleafure ; and my contrition is as great as his 

can be : and if you will believe me, I blufti as 

much as he could do ; and neither of us can 

exprefs that upon paper; therefore, I hope 

yoy will believe us both, and reftore me as well 

as Mr. Whiftler to your friendfhip. My 

pleading for him is an aft of fupererogation, 

as he has pleaded fo much better for himfelf : 

and yet I have no other way of fhewing my 

gratitude for his mention of me. How proud 

ihould I be of what he fays of me, were I not 

at the fame time humbled, by knowing my 

merit cannot have attrafted his applaufe, fince 

he never was in my company ! The fame con- 

fideration fhould make me wifh he never might 

b^ in it, left he ihould be yndeceived to my difad- 

Vantage. But upon the whole, weighing my lofles 

^nd gains by the notion I have conceived of his 

cronverfation by wh^t I have feen of his writings, 

I think I would venture to let him difcover my 

ignorance, rather than be deprived of his com- 

j>any; which you promlled laft year to give 

^e, by his accompanying you to Barrells ; 

K .^ where 
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^herc (by the way) if you pleafe to comi 
now, I can offer you more than I have yet 
b^n able to do; which is the convcrfation of 
Mrs. Meredith and four of her daughters.^-*- 
The Yellow Room which Mifs Dolman lay 
in, when you was laft here, is empty.— I Ihould 
rejoice to 'fee you.— The month of Oftobet 
calls upon you to affift me in planting ; and I 
know you would not choofc to be remifs in 
afts of friendlhip. I ofier you an occafioa 
of fliewing yours ; and unlefs you go to Lon*- 
don to meet Mr. Whiftler, I think I may expeft 
you will do me this favour before the new 
moon decays. I would fain endeavour to 
wipe off the prejudice you have taken againft 
Autumn ; and if thefe four young ladies do 
not affift me, I fear I fhall never meet with 
fuccefs ; nor can any thing be more likely to 
enliven the melancholy afped: you dread whea 
days grow ftiort and leaves turn yellow. 

We have fearched every corner of the Cop* 
pice, and can find no oak-tree favourable to 
our defign, unlefs it is the great double oak, 
within which Outing placed the Piping Fawn. 
The tree is unexceptionable for that ufe -, but 
the fituation you* will think, I dare fay, too 
much expofed, efpecially as the entrance is fo 
Very near from the Abcle Walks : if that can 

be 
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be obviated, perhaps thickening that patt 
with trow and ever-greens may render it more 
proper : if not, Mifs Harriot, nor Mifs Pfttty^ 
nor I, can think of no place but the brink of 
the Pit, a littk below which ftands an oak, 
that fpreads a good deal over it 5 againft which 
oak Mifs Patty, in the inclofed Sketch, pro- 
pofes to fee the urn and altar, and to fhade it 
round with yews, laurels, &c. and give up the 
reft of the Pit to the open field, and alfo 
to plant the Sand Walk that now leads into 
the Coppice and up to the Two Chairs, full 
of trees, and let the way be a narrow ferpen- 
tinc path through it, backward from the Pit, 
leading into the inward part of the Coppice ; 
on the right fide of which is an old ftump 
of oak, which may make a proper back to a 
root-feat, from whence you will view the urn 
in a diredt line fronting fo as to be able to 
read the infcription.— Let us know if you 
conceive my meaning and Mifs Patty's Draw- 
ing 'y and whether our idea is likely to appear 
well when pat in praftice. 

I received two days ago, Mr. WilliamsV 
SkeUby as he calls it, though he has made it 
a real Pifture from my Sketch, and has made 
the pedeftal fquare inftcad of round, faying 
it is moft proper as the urn is round : his paint- . 
K4 ing 
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ing ha3 np r^rd to fituation.— The fteps in 
Mifs Patty's Sketch arc, if you remember^ 
Reading into the Fit from a corner over ^ain^ 
the great oak, and terminate by fome willows. 

Mifs Harriot fays,-^-Query, Would it be 
amifsy inflead of planting the Sapd-Walk, to 
throw the earth down fo as to make it a turfe4 
flope from the Coppice, inflead of a perpendir 
cular fide of a Fit as it now is ? and woul4 
it not help to take off the ugly look of 4 
marie-pit which it now has ? 

Mifs Fatty is amufmg herfelf in copying 
Watts, and I in being a thief, which fhe com* 
plains the more of, as the boy fhe was draw* 
ing is not finifhed; but I will incjofe it in 
f^ite of her, becaufe I am 

Your faithful friend 

and humble fervant, 

H, LUXBOROUGH, 

p. S. I fent your letter to Outing in one 
of my own, but no anfwer. 

Mr. Hall defires his befl compliments, and 
fets out for Oxford and London next Monday. 
—As I am in a flealing humour, I have flole 
the original and only copy of his Affize Scr- 
mon to fend you, becaufe I heard you fay 

yoii 
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you wanted to fee it^ Pray fend it back, for 
he abfolutely forbade my Ihewing it, as noe 
deeming it worthy. I do not think my dif. 
obedience is a breaqh of fri^ndfhip, becaulir' 
I like the fermon, 

Compliments to your Brother, to Lord Dud- 
ley, and to Mr. and Mifs Dolman.'^Permit my 
fervant to ftay till morning.— Mrs. and Mifs 
Merediths are obliged by your mention of 
thems and delire compliments to you. 

I am forry old Emma is deprived of the 
pleafure of conveying this packet. It is large 
enough, if its merit was judged by its fizc, 
%o fave forty fuch towns as, Birmingham. 
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S I Rf Wednefday, Noveoiber 8 th, 1749* 

3 HAVE hpard of giving one guinea to ^ 
mufician to play, and ten to leave off. 
Thus are you, I believe, by this time inclin- 
able to reward old l^mma^ and to difmifs her 
irom the office of poftwoman. For her fak^ 
I ought to write feldomer, unlefs I could 
fn^p my letters fych as qoyld render her 

welcome 
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wclcoific whch flic pttfents you with die large 
packets file finds at Birmingham from Bar« 
rells.*-*What occafions my troubling you 
2/ffan to fdon is, that Mrs. Meredith and her 
daughters leave me the beginning of next 
^eek, and I ihould be glad to know before 
riiat, what fize you would choofe the urn and 
pedeftal fhould be of: for as to the kffer 
ones at Hagley, you do not mention their dt* 
menfion ; and the twenty inche$ Mr. Hands 
talked of, was caufed by the miftake of a figure 
in my letter. The little nook which you have 
foigot, is over againft you when you fit under 
the great double oak, and from it go down 
winding fteps which I had cut a great while 
ago in the earth to lead to the bottom of the 
Pit, but are fhaded by the trees whicli grow 
on the brink of it ; and a little before you 
come to the bottom, there is like a narrow 
landing-place, where grows a fliort row of 
willows, which form a kind of little hedge at 
the foot of an old oak which grows on the 
bank, and there is the fpot we propofcd to 
fet the urn. Mifs Patty drew it wrong, when 
ftie made it of a line with the tree -, and Mifs 
Harriot's propofal is to flope off the bank 
quite from the trees on the left fide the walk 
which now is, down to the faki willows, whkrh 

are 
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am at prefeot four feet and a half below the 
edge of the bank ; and I bellere it will have 
a good c(k€t. Mifs Patty has firawbd (fer 
ihe can do nothing well with compafles) three 
views of an urn, viz, one front and two end- 
views. — Query, Whether the harp and the 
reeds fliould be carved flat on the urn, or pro- 
jefl; s» in N*. i. and whether you like the 
ihape 5 as alfo if this Ionic pedeftal is fuitable, 
and whether with or without the bay-wreath 
or the fquare for the infcription ?•— I never 
intended four lyres. We did intend to lexvt 
the lower part of the Pit, from the Willows 
downwards, perpendicular.-^I am glad you 
like balls for the pediment. The fweep is 
formed by the palifades : the elms are all 
moved from the lawn on the fouth-fide my 
houfe, to ftop up the opening of the Coppice 
on the eaft from hence as you direfted, and 
feme limes are among tf^m. 

I thank y(Ri for fending Gibbs's book; 
which I will take care of, but never yet 
could admire his tafle in Architefture, The 
monument for the late Duke of Newcaftle 
gives a fpecimen of it ; and even his genteeleft 
things he difgraces commonly with fome awk- 
ward ornament. His building at Cambridge 
I have fcen, but never could like.— Pardon me 

for 
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for giving my opinion, which is of no ralue : 
it cannot hurt Mr. Gibbs^ nor can it be <^ 
any improvement to you. So I will leave off 
[^ere, and haften to aflure you, that I am^ 

With perfe6t truth and efteem, 

'Your faithful and obliged fervant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

The Ladies defire their compliments, and 
return thanks for yours, and wifh to fee you 
here, I have hopes Outing will come too 
before they go.— Pray write on Saturday. 

Pray give me a few Englifh words exprefCvo 
of Mr. Somervile's charafter; for I had only 
thought of putting 

f' Sacred to tbe Memoiy of William Sonenrile* Ef^pxie**' 

Your Latin Motto's are, I am perfuaded^ 
very well chofe. Perhaps a Lady fhould not 
put up any in an unknown tongue \ but I have 
already erred that way, fo may as well go on. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

Barrells, Wednefdiy, November zgihi 1749* 
S I R» Begon Toefda/ Night, 28th. 

I DO not know whether I am making repa^ 
ration : for my p^ offence. Silence^ or 
committing a worfc» by Bailing : for I not 
only anfwei^ your letter by your fervant, but 
wrote again the very next day ; and ftill upon 
the fame fubjeft, Urns. I hoped for an anfwcr 
laft Thurfday ; but oot having one, I now 
torment you with a third epiftlei which will 
probably draw another from you ; and, was 
your poUtenefs out of the queftion, I ihould 
expeft it to be an order for me to ftop my 
pen : I think it would be juft j and as the 
t*rcnch ftyle (and French every thing) is fa* 
Ihionable, it might be allowable for you to fay 
in that language to me, Cela fuffit: which 
phrafe I have often heard ufed by thofe who 
would be fhocked to hear in rough Englifh 
** Hold your tongue \" . though I think found 
makes the difference, not fenfe. Talking of 
that, who would have thought a pack of 
French ftroUers could ever in any fhape have 
influenced the choofing or rejecting a Member 

of 
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of the Britifh Parliament ? and yet the advcN 
tifements about the Weftminfter Eleftion fhew 
them tx> be Perfonages of Confequencc— 4t is 
it feems faft, that a pretty good fet of Englifli 
A^rs who made an attempt to fet up a it^^ 
in a province on the out-fkirts of France, 
(^bere our iangu^e was a little underftoo^) 
were driven off with the utmoft fcurriiity j aniA 
yet our NobkJJi fupport their ftroUers here^ 
for tbey are, I hear, eftablifhed in f^te of the 
fracas made by the Gallery \ being well fup* 
ported by our Lords, Ladies^ and ftill mom 
by ibme of our Officers, who though they ran 
away irxxn the French in Flanders, are eager 
to follow them here, and to pay* their ob&r 
quious devoirs to the outcaft of them.--«WluM^ 
wiU not Englifhmen now bear ! 

Were it permitted to find fault with M-rftyi 
I (bould be angry Penlez did not receive the 
Royal Mercf . But on the other hand, I am 
plea&d wifch the K— ^s aniwer to the D— ke of 
Ne w ■■'■ , who went to his clofet exulting 
with joy to inform him erf the fortunate event 
of Sir Watkin*s death : ** I am forry for it ; 
(anfwered his M" - ft y) ** he was a worthy 
^ man, and an open enemy,*' This fine an- 
fwer makes one regret that his Min— <•« gover» 
inilead of him.-*-Sut how happens it pray^ 

that 
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tkat I talk fomething tending towards politics 
to y9uf I do not conceive what could make 
it enter into my head : but when it did do fo, 
I can eafily conceive it would fly away witk 
my pen; for fo negligently as I write, the 
fiift ideas that prcfent themfelves go off to my 
firiends, unpolifhed and unconnected : but to 
others I give only a very little fiummeiy^ and io 
conclude. This word fiummery^ you muft 
know. Sir, means at London, fiattety and 4om^ 
fRment'y and is the prefent reigning word 
among the Beaux and Belles. Pardon my 
telling you what your Didbionary wouki n9$ 
have told you ; and pardon me alio for boaft- 
ing of knowing fomething about the faJhions 
my neighbours do not know, and which, thanks 
to Chance, I do know !— I hope this felf-exalta^ 
tiott will not draw upon me the guik of the 
arrc^ant Pharifec. My knowledge does not 
extend very far, as learned as I am ^ and yet 
I know that it is the fafliion for every body 
to write a couplet to the fame tune (viz. an old 
country-dance) upon whatever fubjedk occurs 
to them ; I fhould iay upon whatever perfon, 
with their names to it. Lords, Gentlemen^ 
Ladies, Flirts, Scholars, Soldiers, I>ivines^ 
Mafters, and Mifles, are all authors upon this 
occafion, and alio the objefbs of each other's ia^ 
tre: it makes an offcnfive medley^ and might be 

called 
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called a pot-pourri -^ which is a potful of aS 
kinds of flowers which are fcvcrally perfumes^ 
and commonly when mixt and rotten, fincll 
very ill. This coarfe fimile is yet too good 
for about twenty or thirty couplets I have fcen, 
and they are all perfonal and foolifli fatii^^ even 
fcverally; fo I will not fend them: but to 
make amends for my grave politics, I will 
fend you a good pretty innocent Ballad, wrote 
by a Mifs Jenny Hamilton, a pretty girl about 
town, who is going to marry Mhre^ the author 
of the Foundling, and writes word of it hqr- 
felf in this manner to an intimate friend in the 
country. It confifts, as you will find, of 
puns (or as the French properly call it, Jeu 
de mots) upon his name % and though I never 
was a lover of puns, I do not diflike the na- 
tural fprightly turn of thefe j and I hope they 
will amufe you a few mements, for the reaibn 
you quote from Gibber (himfelf I) " That 
*' fmall matters amufe in the country." The 
truth of which moft people have felt, or are 
unfeeling and unhappy. 

, As to myfelf, I have ftrayed three days of 
the lafl: week in the woods; or to be le& 
poetical, I have ftood from Eleven to Five 
each day, in the lower part of my Long Walk,^ 
planting and difplanting, opening views, &c. 
6 Iwifli 
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1 wiih it may be for the better. There were 
fed fcrub-trees, if you remember, planted as if 
it was to reprefent a fhooting-bow ; for they 
formed a curve on one fide, and a ftraight line 
on the other : this led to the lower gates that 
part the Lane from the Walk. Twenty-feveii 
good ftraight elms^ inftead of them, make the 
lines parallel \ and I have hopes of knocking 
down ten ecclefiajiical trees, which obftrufted 
the profpedt (as you and Mr. Hall affured me) 
from the Old Summer-houfe. — !f the whole 
College of King's in Cambridge fhould be 
more favourable to me than one fmgle joint 
of a foe (I will not fay limb) of a College 
which you had to deal with, I fhall triumph : 
but I muft not brag too foon ; perhaps my 
fcheme may prove as abortive as yours. 

I want to know your anfwer about the 
Urns being under the Double Oak.— Pray tell 
my friend Tom I make my fervants colled: all 
the roots and lay them at the door of the 
Coppice, againft he exerts his (kill in rearing 
them up into the form he propofes. 

The afking you to come here at this feafon, 
is downright Irifli affurance: but it is allow- 
able, I hope, to wifti it. — Whenever wijbing is 
mentioned, the Green Book prefents itfelf to 
my view i but it is as in a dream that vaniflies. 
L —I have 
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—I have fcnt a fpeckl meflenger to Somer- 
viles-Afton, to Outing -, not without remind- 
ing him of your juft reproof (at leaft it is jufi 
as far as concerns writing ; for as to riding 
you cannot cxpe6t it. I am fure he would not 
reach the Mines of Peru at this feafon, if they 
were but thirty miles off, in a fortnight, 
though he were to bring away as much as he 
could defire. of their riches. He thinks it im- 
pra6ticable to come to Barrells, which is four* 
teen miles, though he promifed, though his 
cloaths are here, and though the Birmingham- 
coach could carry him any Monday from 
Henley to London, by Oxford; which con- 
veniency is newly eftablilhed, to our great 
emolument. Would it not be a good fchemc 
(this dirty weather, when riding is no more 
a plcafure) for you to come fome Monday 
in the faid ftage-coach from Birmingham, to 
, breakfaft at Barrells (for they always breakfaft 
at Henley) ; and on the Saturday following, 
it would convey you* back to Birmingham, 
unlefs you would ftay longer, which would 
be better ftill, and equally eafy ? for the ftage 
goes every week the fame road ; it break- 
falls at Henley, and lies at Chipping Norton y 
goes early next day to Oxford, flays there all 
day and night \ and gets on the third day to 

London : 
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Lohdon : Which from Birmingham at this 
feafon is prefty well, confidering how lottg 
they arc at Oxford ; and it is much more 
^greeal^ to the country than the Warwick 
way was. — ^But why has this coach induced me 
to begin upon another fheet of paper ? It is a 
ihame to torment you fo, and with fuch 
nonfenfe.— You once, I remember, Sir, com- 
mended my hand-writing and correftnefs ; but 
this will (hew it was zll flummery. 

I afked yoru what your new hoks were, or 
fampbkts ? You did not anfwer me : per- 
haps you had not gone through them.— I wifli 
the people in town would give themfdvfcs 
time* to write^ and amufe us a little : but I 
•believe they neither write nor tead. How can 
they, as their time is taken up with new- 
fafhioned amufements, which, like Eternity, 
have neither beginning nor end ? I imagine 
Jkep will be left off, for I do not hear of an 
hour allotted for it. As to thought^ it has 
employment enough in weighing thefc differ* 
cnt amufements, and forting them fo as not 
to lofe any in the twenty-four hours : And 
bookfellers I believe might fliut up fhop, if it 
was not for us country-puts. Perhaps when 
the Jubilee is over, there may be a ceffation to 
the prefent whirl of diverfions. 

L 2 My 
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My paper and the clock remind me that 
it is late; fo I employ the reft of the {pace 
left, in aflbring you that I am, with great 
efteem, and without one particle of flum- 
mery. Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Prom my Bed-Room» Wedoefday, 29th. 
My writing a Poftfcript after fo long a 
letter is not according to the fjlfnefs rfibingSj 
I confefs it; but I cannot well avoid it, fiH' 
here enters the meflcnger whom I fcnt yeftcr- 
day to Outing. 

Paft Five in the Afternoon. 

This proved a miftake, and the meilenger 
is not yet returned ; and I am obliged to fend 
this letter away now, or it will be too late to 
give it in charge to thofe who are to carry it 
to-morrow. 

My compliments to your Brother, and at 
Broom. 

t Be it known, thefe words thos applied are fafliioBaUe. 
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LETTER XXXlk. 

S I R> Barrells, December 6thf 1749* 

YOUR letter of the 26th ult. and mine of 
the ^9th, crofT^d each other at Birming- 
ham. The next day yours arrived fafc at 
BarrcUs, and gave me more than wpnted plea^ 
fure, as my fpirits much wanted fuch a cor- 
dial, being deprefled by various things, parti- 
cularly by the d^ath of Mr, Davis, who leaves 
his Widow, (my friend) whom I love and 
efteem, in deep affliftion, though without tears, 
pr pomp of forrow. He was a gentleman-like 
man, generous, and capable of being a friend j 
which many in higher life are not : and to her 
he was Brother, Father, Friend, as well as 
tender Hufband. She had not recovered 
the concern the lofs of her only child had 
caufcd her, when this greater misfortune befel 
her.-^We are all born to fuffer affliftions ; and 
I have had a large fhare : but I fincerely 
proteft none has ever been felt by me fo fe- 
verely as thofe which have befallen my friends. 
And as if that was well known to my evil 
Jlar, it Iheds its influence over mofl: of thofe 
L 3 perfonjF 
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perfons I have an afFedion for. — ^Pray God 
it may not reach you ! 

Here I break oflF to teli you Outing's an- 
fwer to my meflagc in his own words ; which 
are thefe, " My motions are at fo great an 
*' uncertainty, that it makes me uneafy to 
** myfelf and rude to my iViends. The hopes 
** of feeing Mr. Shenilone prevented me from 
** writing to him ; and now that I am able to 
*' do it, PFiirs impatience prevents me from 
** telling him fo."-— This faid ffUl, you muft 
know, is thc' meffenger I fent early one morn- 
ing, and he did not return till late next even*. 
ing, becaufe Mr. Outing kept him to have 
time to anfwer my letter -, which he did an- 
fwer about the tenth part of: the diftance is 
fourteen miles, and the meflenger a Ipeedy one, 
— Jacky Reynalds has been here fince, and tells 
me he is at prefent at Sir Robert Cocks\ 
confulting every perfon and every map to find 
out (not the longitude, but) the neareft way to 
Portfmouth, whether through London or 
acrofs the country. His perfon is ftill as I 
fuppofe in Glouceflerlhire, his bed cloaths 
are at Barrells, and his thoughts on board the 
Hazard Sloop (where the lad he has the care 
of is to be placed) or rather on the road thi- 
ther, where I do not doubt but he fancies there 
9 arc 
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arc dragons innumerable waiting for him; for 
an indolent perfon may form as many difficul- 
ties when he is to undertake a journey, as 
a child frightened by its nurfe, or a perfon 
who has the night -mare fees bugbears. 

The hopes you give me of the Green- 
Book feeds my imagination, and I flatter my- 
fclf the firft fwallow will bring it ; for I do 
not imagine you will honour the robin-red- 
brcaft with your errand ; and he is the only 
feathered vifitant I am likely to have for fomc 
pme. 

If I was not tender of encroaching upon 
Mrs. Emme Scudamore's rights, I would pro- 
pofe to you to exchange a pair or two of 
pigeons of the carrier kind (of which I have 
fome) next fpring -, and by winter they may 
convey letters to and from the Leafowes and 
3arrells with great diligence, without her 
affiftance, or her friend William's. Why fliould 
it not be done here as well as abroad , as it is 
cfpecially by our merchants in the eafterh 
fountriesj^ who often gain riches by early ad-, 
vice that expeditious, way ? and why fliould 
the fund of fortune be ftill fupplied with care, 
and that of friendftiip. negleded ? It is to the 
latter I would raife an altar, and wifh.to have 
ij; \f\zzt as bright as that fecms to do in the 
Xi 4 ingenious 
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ingenious device you fent me, which is (faru 
compliment) the prettieft of the kind I ever 
faw for a feal •, and hope you will permit mc 
to make ufe of it by having one cut according 
to it. ' 

Sunday^ December loth, 1749* 

Here I broke off, with an intention of 
copying my letter, and fending a neater edition 
of it, this being full of blots ; but had not an 
opportunity • of iending it fafely to Birming* 
ham i when on Friday I received yours, of the 
5th, and this moment your laft, of the 7th, by 
Pedley's fon. As he is to return in the 
morning Ciirly, and I am to have Lord Archer 
and other company at dinner to-morrow, 1 ih^l 
not have time to copy it over -, fo beg you will 
cxcufe it, and receive this incorreA epiftle for 
the fake of its candour, not for its wit or its 
beauty : for it has no more pretence to either^ 
than a hurdygurdy has to harmony. 

I think Mr. Meredith's account of your 
Grove is a very true one ; and as to what re- 
lates to the buildings (fmce he choofes to 
make a parallel between them and thofe at 
Hagley) I dare fay you will not difpute giv- 
ing the preference to the latter; nor fet your 
Gothic Bench in oppofition to their Gothic 
paftle : and yet give me leave to fay the fbr- 
6 mcr 
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mcr is in the better taftc and proportion, Mr* 
Meredith never faw Hagley, therefore I won^ 
der how he came to fpeak of it as a judge ; 
That he admires the Leafowes is certain, and 
is jnft.— I hate puns as much as you can do; 
but they ferve now and then, as fuch diflics 
which the French call Hors d'auvreSy fo inteft. 
fperfe amongft thofe of more fubftance, and 
are counted as nothing, 

I like your fancy of making your pariba 
Bifhop of Nova Scotia, which would be 
making him of fome ufe. I have not e^perir 
cnced the good luck you wifh me with eccle- 
fiaftics : fo cannot fay any thing in their fa- 
vour ; though I wifh I could, becaufe of their 
fundion, which puts it in their power to do 
good or hurt: and they generally choofe the 
latter. 

It is time to fpeak to you about the Urn j 
which I cannot do without returning you a 
million of thanks for your interefting yourfelf 
fo much in what gives me pleafure, and fcM" 
the trouble you have given yourfelf in draw^ 
ing out the feveral Iketchcs of urns j aU 
which are in exceeding good t^fte, if mi^e 
may be permitted to judge. I fent one (the 
fmalleft in the drawings) to Warwick, to afk 
Hrhat it would coft if executed quite plain 

with 
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with the pedeftal, and the fize of the lefler 
ones at Hagley, according to wha? you wrote 
me about them -, and am to have an anfwcr 
next Tuefday, though I da not propofe hayir^ 
it made yetj for the weather will not alloMf 
it to be fet up with fafety, as J imagine, till 
about April.— ?I would employ Pedley pre^ 
fprably to any other workman,^ if I had it 
worked at home, botl^ fro;n your rcconimen- 
4atioH and his own (kill ; a$ alfq from compaf- 
fion for his misfortunes : but I haye fevcral 
reafons which prevent my having it done at 
home ; and amongft others, I have no place 
to have it worked in, nor any to keep it in 
when fiuifhed, till it is a proper feafon to fet 
it up* Had Pedley had any dwelling where 
he could have made it, and from whence I 
could have fent for it, I would order it im^ 
mediately, though it were to coft me more;^ 
but as it is, I cannot employ him, becaufe 
I cannot have it done at home 5 which I arxii 
forry for, efpecially as you. Sir, recommend 
him, which weighs not a little with me -, noc 
Ihall any one elfe do that or any thing in his 
way for me but him, if ever I ha^ve any 
ftone worked here. 
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LETTER XL. 

8 I R, Wcdncfday, 

WH E N I anfwered yours by your 
fervant, I told you I had not time 
to examine the urns you kindly fketchcd 
out for me (Mr. Allen, &c. chattering round 
me). I have now looked them over, and 
lik« them well. I think the proportion of 
the large one (N^ 5.) feems to be very juft;. 
wd I believe the Icffer fize is big enough for 
my fmall Coppice. I cannot 
admire the foliage at the necks 
of the urns, either at bottom 
or on the cover. I think thofe 
fluted thus are better ; and it is 
full ornamental enough, if they 
muft not be quite plain. As to the placing 
the Poetical Attributes either on the urn or 
the pedeftal, or on both, you have given 
variety of agreeable fpecimens. I confefsi, 
what pleafes my eye moft is the fiftula and 
pipe pn the fifth urn,^ and the oval wreath on 
the firft pedeftal. The lyre, ere£t as it is 
(bewn on the fecond pedeftal> I cannot ad^ 
(nire; not dc^ I like tlie furrounding feftoons. 
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N^» I, 3, 4, fo well as the flight feftoon i^ 
the middle : . fo that I had fixed upon having 
the pipe, &c. on the urn, and the wreath on 
the pedeftal, and was confidering about what 
Ihoyld be on the other fide, when I rceol- 
lefted, that if the urn is placed, as I laft prp- 
pofed, under the great Double Qak, .there 
will only be one fide feen perfedt, viz. that 
which will front the new entrance at the 
corner of the Pit ; the oppofite fide will be 
hid by the tree, and the fide towards the Scrr 
vice Walk will be filled up with trees, and 
the fame on the other fide : Therefore if you 
think that fomething ornamental fhould be 
feen through the tr^es, we mull have a fur- 
rounding feftoon of natural flowers tied with 
knots, as in N°. 3 : But (if you have no objec- 
tion) I fliould rather like to have the urn plain 
all but on one fide, as is for example Mrs. 
Lyttelton's urn in Hagley Church, where ihc 
is lying on a couch ; and nothing is reprc- 
fenteji on the Qther three fides. In this cafe, 
J would by all means have the pipe, &c. as 
you have introduced it (N^. 5.) on the large 
urn, and the oval wreath on the pedeftal, with 
the Englifli infcription within it, as it is on 
that you fent, (N*. i.) and the His Saltern 
pn the upper plinth, as in N*. 4. But then, 

wher^ 
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Where can we write the Pofiquam^ &c. ? May 
it not be juft above the wreath ? All this 
would enrich the front, and the reft would be 
plain, and only beautiful by the fhape and 
proportion. I cannot like lyres or even mafks 
on an urn, I mean any thing that projects fo 
much on the (ides ; it takes off* that roundnefs 
which is its beauty .•*-! thought to have the 
urn and pedeftal worked at the Marble-yard 
at Warwick, and to fend my own team for 
them. I fuppofe Pedlcy made my urns which 
are on the New Summer-houfe there, and that 
be ftill works there. He can gucfs at the 
value of fuch a one as we propofe, if you are 
ib good to a(k him ^ and I Ihould be very 
willing to have it made by him. You may know 
the price if quite plain, or one fide adorned 
as.abovementionedj or clfe the feftoon round, 
jftod the wreath on one front of the pedeftal; 
or the flight wreath in the middle on three 
fides, and the tibia, &c. on the fourth, with 
the. pipe and a lyre obliquely placed with it, 
inftead of the fprig of laurel, as the laurel- 
wreath will be below it. But after all, this 
laft will be a dearer way, becaufe the pedeftal 
would require fomething on four fides : fo, if 
,you pleafe, we will ftick to carving only the 
front, as I mentioned before ^ and if that 

fliould 
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jQiould be quite improper, I mud: in that caii 
fubmit to the furrounding >feftoon •, but ftxaU 
give up the fiftula and pipe with very great 
regret : fo hope it is allowable to keep it. 

If you was not as anxious as myfclf to haire 
due honour paid to the memory of our wor* 
diy friend, I Ihould not be fo rude as to in^ 
terrupt thus often your amufements, and turn 
your thoughts from the pleafing decoratioiift 
you are daily adding at the Lcafowes to dioft 
humble ones I exhibit here.-'— What would I 
give for a little ilream to run at the foot of 
this pedeftal ! I dare fay you would be g^^ 
oerous enough to part with a fmall rivulet, if 
you could perfuade it to run down hithen-^I 
imagine your iflands muft have a pretty eSeft« 
•-4s your Summer- houfe yet transformed ; ot* 
does it remain a butt for Mr. Lytteltan*« and 
Mr. Miller*! cenfure ? They find fo imick 
9t the Leafowes to raife their envy, and ton- 
fequently their fplcen, that it is happy for them 
fome one objedt offers that they can vent it 
upon : when tbaf is removed, they will wffll 
it up again; fo vexed will they be to find 
thcmfelves under a ncccffity of commcndii^. 
What can be a greater misfortune to a cri- 
tic ? Pope would have died many years ago, 
had he been obliged to refrain from fatire, the 

fole 
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folc delight of his little peevilh temper. How 
happy was he to meet with a Timon at his 
viJia ! The world furniihes many : but thofc 
who would find one, muO: not feek him at 
the Leafowes. 

How charitable would it be, Sir, if you 
would take a trip to this little Retreat at thi& 
melancholy feafon !— The Englifli hang them- 
lelves, it is faid, in the month of November^ 
and I find the French b^in to catch the in- 
firfkion -, for they go to la Trappe ; that and 
hanging are fynonimous. What then, if, to in- 
dulge the fplenetic humour which the dcnfity 
of the air and the fhortnefs of the days in- 
cline you to, you Ihould come and fpend them 
in my chimney-comer ? Nothing will put you 
enough in ,mind ol fpring to make you regret 
it, unlefs it is the finging of my two Canary- 
birds-, and they fhall, if you pleafe, be fent 
out of the parlour ; after which the moll pro- 
found filence will reign, and dulnefs be tri- 
umphant. This is what I invite you to ; but 
you will be no fooner here than the fcene will 
appear to me quite changed: my propofal is 
therefore mercenary : I confcfs it, fclf-lovc 
will have it fo. — Apropos^ Where is the Green- 
Book? Why did I ever truft it out of my 
hands ? Will it not, when copied over, ho- 
nour 
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Hour the pifture of the intended urn iritfa tf 
place, and honour me with the irregular Ode ? 
May I hope that you will fet about it in ear^ 
neft, at your Icifure hours ? — Adieu : I fcaice 
know what I write. — ^Parfon Allen kept me 
up till Three to hear his ftories ; and on Sun- 
day I fat up all night, and fhall not keep 
much more r^ular hours till after next Friday; 
for I am to dine and fup at Spernal, (the Paribn 
will have it fo) and on that day (or rather on 
Saturday morning) I fhall take leave of the 
prefent moon: nor fhall I have occafion to 
ufe the next; for the roads will be impaC- 
fable by that time for a carriage that quar- 
ters, and indeed there will be nobody icarcely 
left in the country to vifit. If you do not 
come, I fhall wifh I had the power of tranf' 
forming myfelf into a fly that lies fleeping or 
dead in fome obfcure comer, till tl^ fun- 
beams wake him, and warm him into life. 

Shall you not hear from Mr. WhifUer from 
London ? his letters will entertain you ; and 
you will I dare fay let me partake of the plca- 
fure.— When the Duchefs of Somerfet returns 
from Bath, I fuppofe I fhall hear from Her 
Grace.— Mifs Patty promifes to write -, but I 
much fufpeft the numerous amufements Lon- 
don affords to one of her age, and who has^ 

never 
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^ever fpent but the laft fprings thert, nor ever 
feen it befofe^ will often prevent her fitting 
down to write. — Amongft other diverfions, 
I find they aft plays fometimes at home, to 
*which all Mrs. Meredith's acquaintance arc 
invited. Mr. Meredith and fome other young 
^ntlemen do the mens parts, and Mifs Patty 
the top part of the women— They have fcenes 
from the Play-houfe, and make proper ftage- 
drefles— Her afting is much admired. I made 
her do a fcene or two, to give me a notion 
of it, and it ftruck me.— Monimia was what 
(he afted at home : but I think fhe does fome 

• of the mad parts (which Mrs. Gibber is fa- 
: mous for) very finely.— Next fummer they 
*:propofe a much longer ftay at Barrells, where 
. I hope you will meet them ; and they may 

fhew you fome of thefe kind of amufements, 
fo uncommon in thefe unfrequented fhades^ 
'if we can mufter up performers. 

I jufl: now perceive the word Adieu^ two 

• pages back. Am I mad to write fuch an Ad^ 
. denda? But I let my pen gallop on, and you 

never will permit me to flop it ; fo you muft 
- not complain of its impertinence,— Emme will, 
. I dare fay, be thankful that the pacquet is 

fo large 5 as Ihe will judge of its merit.. by 
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its weight. You will, I hope, excufc ks faults, 
bccaufe it conveys one inviolable tnith ; which 
is, that I am 

Your moft faithful 

H« LuXBOROUGH. 
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SIR, TwtOxf. 

YESTERDAY muft be nciarked ^riA 
the blackeft ink in the kalendar of mf 
life. My friends and neighbours fcemcd to 
combine, and leave me at once to folicock 
and r^rct. Mrs. Meredith and her four 
daughters fet out from hence, at eight o'clock, 
in their coach with my horles, for Oxford; and 
Mr. Hall fet out at the fame time fiota 
Henley in the ftage : he will not be at London 
before ten or fourteen days : they will be there, 
on Thurfday.— Mrs. Meredith and* I fat op 
all night on Sunday, by choice; the reft weoc 
to bed ; by which contrivance I fecurcd to 
myfelf fomc reft laft night : whereas if Sldepi- 
nefs had not forced me to it. Thought would 
have deprived me of it. — Nothing is fo ter- 
rible as pardng from friends : ;uid to have 

ukcR 
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taken leave and then have gone to bed, had 
-l)een fuch an image of death, that I avoided 
it as much as poflible, and endeavoured to 
'banifli them all from my mind. — Luckily ^ 
man came to fell fome trees, juft as they wene 
fetting out : and immediately looking upon 
-him as upon a tutelar angel fent to my aflift- 
«nce, I hever returned to the houfe, but walked, 
under his proteftion, all over my grounds, and 
•particularly to the farther end of the Long 
Avenue j where I ordered a crooked row of 
icrub trees to be fallen, and a ftrait row of 
-elms to be planted, and other views to be 
opened, by felling and tranfplanting about 
the Old Summer-houfe ; as alfo near the 
H3rove-Pool) to fhew the winding of the .walk 
"from the Coppice and other points j and fe- 
veral roots to be flocked up for future root- 
"houfes.— ^ propos: I have taken the liberty 
this moment to fend your trufty Totn to recon- 
noitre a place ih the Coppice for a root- feat; 
as alfo fome roots I have flocked, to fee if 
there are enough. You will permit him fome 
time to alTifl me in making one. This I have 
thoughts of placing in a corner near where 
the two chairs now fland; from which one 
fliall jufl difcover a bit of a Gloucefterfhire 
Tiill over the Pitj but it will be through a 
M ^ very 
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very narrow winding-path, the reft of that 
Open being to be full planted. — ^Since I aai 
Ipeaking of that part of my environs, I will 
tell you of a new fcheme I have formed fbr 
placing the urn. I .thought, before I received 
yours, that the area round the bottom of the 
pedeftal would be too narrow in the place 
we had once fixed upon for the urn ; and I 
alfo think the tree, which would be its canopy 
there, is too inconfiderable : fo that my prefent 
defign is to place it under the Great Double 
Oak, whofe venerable trunk will fupport 
and branches fhade it more properly than 
the other oak could have done. It will be 
like raifing a throne, as well as a monument, 
for Mr. Somervile; and could he fee it, he 
would, I believe, think himfelf more honour- 
ably placed than if he was kicked down below 
one's feet, which might offend his elevated 
fpirit. — What think you then of filling the 
end of the Service Walk, where the entrance 
now is, with trees, referving glades for the 
profpecls, but hiding the houfe and gardens, and 
of placing the urn there, as much furrounded 
with ever-greens as poflible, and having a final! 
entrance from the field, in the nook near the cor- 
ner of the Pit, which will front the fore-part of 
the urn, but which is not to be the common 
9 entrance 




LETTERS. 165 

entrance to the Coppice? Perhaps a little 
root-feat may be there, under the (hade of 
the hedge, inftead of where the Chairs are; 
from whence one may contemplate the urn 
one way, and have a profpedt through one of 
the openings of the Walk the other : — But this 
1^ thing of the feat comes into my head 
only now as I write j the reft I thought of 
before, and fcrawled it on a bit of rumpled 
paper, only to make myfelf coniprehend my 
own jneaning j and when I had done, was going 
to throw it in the fire, when I received 
yours ; by which I conceived that you had 
doubts about the propriety of the lower fitua- 
tion. This makes me venture to fend this 
fame rumpled fcr^wl, which may perhaps 
give you an idea of my laft intention, which 
I fhall execute, unlefs you difapprove it.— 
^ifs Harriot's thought is undoubtedly right, 
and Ihall be purfued. The Serpentine Ihall 
not be on the brink of the Pit, as defcribed 
in the paper, but fhall go through the midft 
of the trees, and the Pit be all given to the 
field from the willows. The flope fhall be 
turfed as far as the willows : below that fhall 
be perpendicular. Some white pales I have, 
may go where the fleps now are, to reach 
the willows, and fence out the cattk. If they 
M 3 ox 
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or the flieep come into the front of the P^ 
fo much the prettier; and they can do hq 
harm. 

Two o*cloGk. 

Mr. Allen is now making his entrance, and 
c^omes to eat fome of Lord Archer's venifon 5 
fb I fhall not have time to look over the 
V^rns. 

Five o'clock. 
I have looked at the urns witR Mr. Allen, 
He approves extremely of " His Saltern *' on 
the plinth, and " Poji^uamy " &c. and of the 
bay-wreath on the pedeftal. — ^We all like tho. 
fimplicity of No. 5. and the tibia and fiftula 
in the middle. I am for having no other 
ornament than that to the urn, and no other 
than the bay- wreath to the pedeftal.— What if 
9 lyre was added obliquely to the tibia awj 
fiftula, or elfe hung upon the other fide of 
the urn, and the bay-branch left out, as the 
pedeftal will have bay enough upon it ?— f 
The Coat of Arm3 would be greatly abfurd, 
for the reafons you give ; but I could 
wifli I had a medallion of him carved wi- 
thin the wreath : but that is not to be 
liad.rT-I Ihall leave the proportions to your 
jjjdgment, but think the leffer one at Hagley 

will 
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"waU do well.— I do not like the foliage that 
forms the foot of the fifth urn. Why might 
not the foot be fluted as the cover ? Upon 
t:he whole, I would have it very plain : the 
•wreath on the pedeftal, and the fiftula and 
"wreath on the urn are fuiEcient. Mafks or 
lyres, or any thing as handles, fpoil the. 
look, and the proportion, in my opinion.— 
Could you not complete your favours, by 
afking Pedley what he would do it for in 
"Warwick-flione ?— I return Gibbs ; and cannot 
like Mr. Coulfton's drefs and full-bottomed 
"vrig on a tomb. — ^You are welcome to keep 
rny old book as long as you pleafej and I 
l?(rill enquire about modern ones. 

Methinks I fmell the fans pariilk hither. 
How could you tantalize me ? and how could 
you treat it as a moderate matter? Stinking 
tobacco is no moderate matter to thofe who 
love it.— Let me know where your perfumer 
lives, and Mr. Hall Ihall be wrote to, to buy 
me fome. 

Lord Dudley's call up to Town is not fin- 
gjular. All who are fuppofed to vote for the 
Court have received a letter to the fame 
purpofe ; but all have not agreed to obey.— 
The more hafte is made, as the K— goes early 
to Hanover, 

M4 Whac 
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What are your new books and pamphlets ? 
Let me fee fome ; or rather, let me have your 
company. You are generous, and I am be-, 
come an objedt of compaflion in this folitude 
and ' thefe. fhort days.— Outing treats me as 
he does you. Gloycefterftiire monopolizes all 
his courteoufnefs. 

They talk round me, and oblige me to 
write mere nonfenfe, or to conclude in hafte, 
.The latter is beft for your fake.-^^So ^dicu. 

Yoyrs with efteem and fmcerity, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I could wifh you had a bufto-feal like whaj- 
you were about inventing ; and that you fealed 
with dark-coloured wax, and could gild thq 
bufto as you have done the Viola's Head, 
with which you feajed the roll to-day, 

I fend a Blind Boy Mifs Patty drew at can- 
dle-light, to hide the dirty fcrawled paper 
with the Oak and Urn. — Mr. Allen and Mr, 
and Mrs. Hplyoak's complimentSt 

One word more about Urns.^'-^I fend yoUjj 
Sir, the inclofed ; being an anfwer from Mr. 
Hands, who was defired by me to enquire 
at the Marble-yard the expence of an urn an4 
pede(lal, according to the dimenfioris of the 
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lefler ones at Hagley that you fent; becaufe 
(as I wrote you word by young Pcdley) I 
bad not conveniency to have one worked W 
home.-^I fent the N*. 6, of your laft draw- 
ings, becaufe I liked the form. As to orna^, 
ments, I never named them ; and could wilh 
it could be executed quite plain; and yet 
fomething expreflive of him as a poet fliould 
be too.'?— Would not the laurel-wreath encircling 
the infcription be fufficient ? The Ihape and 
proportion of the urn is all I fhould wilh per- 
fedt; and had rather it had no ornament, 
or ne^ct to none. I know you will be f<5 
good to oblige me with ope more draught 
according to this plain fcheme, with the in- 
fcription and motto's, and I will have it ex- 
ecuted. A thing much ornamented would 
be no proper exprcflion of friendlhip from 
me, nor would it become the place: which 
,is expofed a good deal to the licentioufnefe 
of our mob, which is not near fo decent as 
yours. I am fure you will (zy fufficit to this: 
go I have done ; but have not ceafcd to be 

your much obliged, humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH.' 

* v.s. 
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Tuefday Night, Dec. izth, 1749. 

P. S. For once I thought to have fpared 
you the trouble of reading a Poftfcript; but 
I muft tell you that Lord Archer dined here 
yefterday, and I fhall dine there to-morrow. 
He afked me how far off you lived ? and added^ 
that a gentleman had told him htely that 
yours was the prettieft and moft elegant place 
in. all* thefe parts ; and that he imagined by 
the defcription, it muft be like Mr. South- 
cote's.— I depreciated it in one fenfe, ima- 
gining he had conceived a grand idea of it 5 
and told him it was what I had taken the li^ 
berty to call a Ferme ornie. " And what " 
(faid he) *' is more Agreeable ? It is the very. 
*' thing one fbould choofe 5 and what I have 
*' heard Lord Bolingbroke made Dawley/* 
But I told him, as to that, my Brother's call- 
ing it a Farm was only meant as it was rcaily 
one •, for he then kept 700 /. per annuna 
iahand: but that the houfe was much too 
fine and large to be called a Farm. But op 
the other fide, its environs were not oma-»- 
mented, nor its profpefts good, 
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TH E hopes you give me of feeing you 
here thefb holiday s, ase more .wel* 
come than any New-year's-gift I could hare 
l«orived : and as the frofll is over, I depcaid 
IMpon. their not being fruftrated.-^Youc cot!Q^ 
poffion for Mrs. Davis (hews a good hrart; 
^d I think fhe dcferves the opinion you 
have conceived of her ; of which I acquainted 
her, beijig glad to contribute towards every 
©ieafure ftie is capable of feeling in her prc^ 
|enc melancholy circumftances. The remarks 
they fuggeft to you, are perfeAly juft and 
philofophical : but the difficulty is, how to 
put in prafticc what you would advife; fot 
I kflow by my own experience, that the things 
which amuie when the heart and mind are 9)t 
(cafS, eeafe to do fo when they are ftrongly 
^etSked, and when amufements are moft 
wanted to divert thought from the fubjcA 
tiiat caufes grief: And yet I am ftiil lb far 
of your opinion, that I cannot be forry (though 
file is fo) that it is her lot to have a multipli. 
city pf bufincis to gQ through (being fole 

cijecutrijf 
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executrix to her hufband) ; nor that fhe hai 
already quitted the houfe flie lived in, hav- 
jlig let It : for the huny this has cauied, 
joined to the. examining various books of 
accounts, &c. muft, I think, fometimes have 
obliged her, notwithftanding delicacy of ima- 
.gination, to turn her thoughts from the dead 
to the living. It is true, fhe looks upon 
thefe affairs as irkfome : \fut as Ihe is now 
incapable of relifhing thofe diverfions which 
are calculated for pleafure, I think it is well 
thefe others prefent themfelves ; without 
which, I am perfuaded fhe would give hcrfclf 
up to unavailing regret, though not with 
that pomp of forrow, which I never can for- 
bear fuppofuig to be more affedtation than 
it is reality. — A have invited her to Barrells; 
but when^ or whether her affairs will permit 
her to come, I am ignorant. 

Mr. Allen defired his compliments to you, 
when he left Barrells laft Saturday; as did 
Mr. Hall, by a letter I received the poft after 
(viz. Chriftmas-day) ; exprefling his great 
hurry, perplexities, and uncertainty of the time 
of his return ; all occafioned by the fudden 
death of the Bifhop of Litchfield and Coven-, 
try ; by whofe order he went to his houfe at 
ten o'clock on Friday morning to be examined 

(whicI^ 
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(nyhich he- had already been at Lambeth) j 
but " Lo ! (he fays) the Bilhop himfelf was 
** called upon at Five the fame morning, to 
" be examined at a great and juft Tribunal :*' 
fo that he mufl: go for the third time tb 
Lambeth to get a new fiat; and, in fhort, 
be at much more trouble and expence by 
this unexpected accident. He adds, that he 
had fecured a difpenfation before the Bifhop's 
death; but I fuppofe the holidays are alfo 
%obftru6l:ions to the proceedings in the Courts* 

I humbly beg Mrs. Emme's pardon fbr 
having once prefumed to fubftitute carrier 
pigeons in her place. She ought not, I contefs, 
to have them fet up as rivals againft her, 
fince flie is as true to her truft as the doy^5 
can be, and as expeditious as Nature will 
allow her to be. 

I cannot imagine how I could fuppofe Mn 

M to mean Mr. Meredith ; and I can lefs 

fuppofe how Mr. Miller could make fo ab- 
furd a comparifon about the Leafowes and 
Hagley. Would it not have been fufli- 
cient for him to have fpoke the truth, by 
faying the Leafowes had niore beauties than 
Hagley; and better ufe was made of the 
gifts of Nature, fuch as water^views, &c. and 
have left ftruftures out of the queftion, which 

are 
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«nc owing to the purfc more than to the ta'fte j 
«nd with which you never pretended to vye? 
As to myfetf, I am not ^(hamed to own 
that I like even a root-fcat at the Leafowes 
4letter than I do his modem nuin of an ancient 
^afile-j nor is it extraordinary. How many 
we there, bcfides nnyfelf, whofc eye^ oblige 
•them (without knowing why) to be more ^- 
lightcd with the Banquetting-houfe at White- 
iball than with Blenheim Caftle, and widi 
the front of Covent-Garden Church than with 
St. Paul's Cathedral! — ^Such is the force of 
truth, exemplified by that of proportion. 

Lord Archer, &c. dined here ; and I dined and 
Topped at Umberflade laft week; and I be- 
•Keve they go for London next week : As they 
come into Warwickfhire but every other year, 
I fear I fhall not have an opportunity of in- 
troducing you to his Lordfhip, nor him to you 
mt the Leafowes, before the year 1751 : but if 
the weather proves favourable when you are 
|icre, I will carry you to fee the houfe and 
gardens any morning you pleafe. 

Now for the inexhauftible topic of Urns* 
-1 approve greatly of your laft urn, N*. 5-^ 
which anfwers to the (hape and limplicity df 
trhat I wiflicd for, and will execute : and I 
4^;rce with, you in preferring two plinths tot' 

one« 
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one. It remains then only to difcufs the orie 
i)oirit. Decoration -, in which point the placing 
the motto's are included. The His Saltern 
upon the upper plinth muft be undoubtedly; 
•arid I am much pleafed, as is Mr. Allen, (a 
l^etter judge than myfelf ) with the Pojiquam 
'te Fata, &c. But we propofetoyou two things : 
l^s is, That, below where Mr. Somervile*s name, 
Ike. is placed, fhould be added 

«< Molds ilk bonis flebUis occidit.*' 

!^t this he entirely fubmits to you: only I 
^ink with him, that as the other motto re- 
gards him chiefly as a poet, this laft will 
^cord him as a man who dcferved the eftcem 
•of every good man j and was regretted accor- 
dingly. As to my own propofal, I fear y6u 
will not like it: but you arid I may both 
be in the right, in "agreeing to the infcrip- 
tion's being in Eriglifli— * 

*' Saqrcd to the Memory 

of 

William Somervils, E^.** 

It may be uhcuftontary ; but a woman may 
be privileged to fwerve from fuch rules as 
flie. may be fiippofed not to underftand : and 
it will better jple^fe the generality of his and 
ihy conuxicm acquaintance aa well as the mob. 
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whom you call your friends. There will b* 
lefs afFedation in it, and will more become 
me. As alfo, to have the whole fecm plain, 
and not coftly. And alfo, the reafon of my 
erefting it, to be as plainly underftood to mean 
no more than my efteem for him as a worthy 
Man and a good Poet, who had honoured me 
with his friendftiip : but I would ward againft 
the foolijh and the cenforious^ who might be 
capable of forging feveral fuch ridiculous rea- 
fons (notwithftariding his ^ge and every other 
cirdumftance) that might draw on a reproach 
upon me for paying this tribute to his me- 
mory % and although I am in no fort afraid of 
unjuft cenfure, yet I have fuffered too much 
by it not to be cautious.— As I have taken . 
the liberty to give you this hint in a friendly 
way, I am almoft fure you will willingly 
-agree with me to leave out garlands of flow- 
ers, &c. and (exclufive of the reafon above- 
mentioned) I am charmed with your thought 
of alluding to the Chace; which you very 
juftly fay ^ould be the moft proper ornament^ a 
Wreath and French-Horn: but then you fay, 
you give it up^ hecaufe you cannot manage it weU. 
I know you could •, and I fee fome rough 
iketches on the back of your paper, which 

do 
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^o hot difpleafe me. Pei-iilit me to afk, Would 
it be amifs (though draW 
it I cannot) to have a 
French-Horn fufpertded 
from the bottom of the 
mouldings of the up- 
per part of the pedeftalj 
by a riband, and two| 
branches of laurel to be ^ 
trolTed through it, turned 
bpwards, fo as to fornl 
three parts of a wreath ? 
-Nobddy but yourfelf coiild ever be fuppofed 
-^to comprehend fuch a fcrawl as this j and 
fti I dare fay, you will comprehend my 
meaning, and theh throw it into the fire, aS 
jl;rcqtieft.. If after thefe hints you will alloW 
thtlhotto*Si as well as the ihfcription^ to be all 
in the front (the urn being ' plain) I think 
the whole will be fixed: but here you will 
have the trouble to draw the wreath and horn 
afrefh. . But I do not alk pardon for giving 
it you, as it h not meant to aflift me in 
adorning my farm, but in paying due honours 
to our deceafed friend j who is as much la- 
mented by you as by myfelf. 

You will receive this on New-year's-day I 

iuppofe : may it be propitious to you ! and 

N fo 
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fo may every fucceeding year! This wUk 
is unlimited ; fo is my elleem and friendihip 
for you. Need I add that I am 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH ? 

Pray either come apd furprize qae, or fife 
)ft me know when you will come, by the firft 
opportunity. — J fprgpt to mentipn that ow 
intended fituarion for the ura will npit Ihew 
any ornament or infcription, except fucfe 2f 
are in front ; fo that they will be needled : aoc} 
as we have agreed the urn fliall be plain, tl^ 
fewer ornaments upon the pedeftal, the better. 
But I cannot forbear thinking, as there ar^ 
two plinths to fupport the urn be^d^ |h( 
pedeftal, the whole propofed fcheme mighf 
be executed on the one fide ; that is, on thf 
front of the pedeftal.— Where dp you get your 
thick gilt paper ? Mine is tranfparent. 

N"". I. I think the fiftula fufpended ha| ^ 
good eflfed banking to the wreath. N*. 2, 3, ape 
very proper, (efpecially that without the lyre) 
in cafe a circular wreath is admitted. N\ 4. 
The proportion to my eye i$ agreeable; a$ 
I dare fay it is to the juftudi of thg comr 
pofite order. N^. 5. The prpportipa of the 
Corinthian pedeftal does opt pleafe me equ^t 

17 i 
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\y ; but I am (perhaps for want of fkill) 
prejudiced againft that order. The medallion 
I like much, and think it an ornament greatly 
in tafte 5 but it will be difficult to get fuch 
a thing executed, and more fo to preferve it 
from mofs, which would difguife the features. 
Yet, had a buft been made of him, as was 
propofed by Richardfon, 1 would have had the 
medallion done from it, and have liked it 
better than any thing elfe. N'. 6. (This is 
fent to Warwick) 1 think this the prettieft, 
ftape for the urn ; and it moft refembles 
thofe little ones the Duchefe of Somerfet turned 
in wood for me-, which Ihe copied from an 
antique urn brought her by the Countefs of 
Pomfret from Italy. I fend one of them for 
you to look at. N*^. 7. This is undoubtedly 
the front view I prefer as to ornament; but 
do not like the fhapc of the urn for the 
rcafon you give. K*. 8. This mantling is 
very well, (efpecially that with flowerets) in 
cafe it is neceflary to have any thing on thofe 
Udes of the urn that are not in front.— Query, 
Whether the wreath left entirely out of the 
laureL-pedeftal, and the laurel-fprig added to 
the fiftula and tibia (aS in N*. 5, of the Jirji 
drawings) might not be as well; but placed 
fomething higher on the urn, and not fuf- 
N z .vpcnded ; 
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pendcd ; as there will be in this cafe (of a 
plain urn) no wreath to hang it to ? — ^I Ihould 
like the whole to be as plain as poffible : 
that is to fay, as far as is confident with ex- 
prefling my friendfliip for Mr. Somervile, and 
his • poetical genius ; trophies of which muft 
undoubtedly be on one fide the urn : but all 
the reft would be as mere ornament to the 
work and to the place, which is in no fort 
my intention. Neither would I have it expen- 
five (for more reafons than barely that of fa- 
ying money) ; but I would exprefs with as 
much fimplicity as poffible my refpeft for 
his memory, without flattery or pomp -, and 
that it was my friendfliip only which made 
me raife this memorandum of him : fo that 
my firft thought of all was only to have had 
an altar, without any urn, and fomething wrote 
upon it equivalent to what you have put 
round the blazing altar you drew out in your 
letter, viz. Sacred to Friendjhip ; or to that ef- 
feft. But as an urn will undoubtedly be 
handfome, I am, upon the whole, for having 
an exceeding plain one, in as juft fymmetry 
a3 poffible ; and on one fide, only fome proper 
trophy to him, fuch as the tibia and fiftula 
only i and the laurel on the pedeftal to in- 
dofe his name, &c. — The places you pro. 

pofe 
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pofe for the other motto's on the plinths, are 
very proper; and nothing can be more pro- 
per than the His Saltern and the Poftquam^ &c. 
linlefs one could have found one in his own 
Works, which was fuitable, and good at the 
fame time ; which I confefs I do not find in 
thofc I have feen of his. Outing's memory 
(which is a good one) had not recorded any : 
fpr which reafon, when the thing was Ipoken 
of, he faid there muft be a Latin one; and 
defired me to advife with you ; and men- 
tioned none himfelf, but His faltem acaimulem 
donis^ &c. and was for having an altar orna- 
mented with flowers, &c. befides the urn : but' 
of all this he fpoke to you before, without 
my knowledge.rrrSo, as to my prefent plain 
fcheme, agreeable to the form and method 
you feem to approve, and to the motto's you 
chofe, I beg the favour you will draw one 
more, and it fhall be execyted, provided you 
will further promife to come and direft where 
it fhall be placed ; that is, on vchich fpot, 

«« Un^er the Oak's proteding Shade:** 

(as himfelf exprefl^es it) : fo,r the doubly oak 
fhall be his canopy ; unlefs yau change your 
opinion and mine. 

I forgot to fay that I have 9 fti:an^e dillike 
N 3 to 
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to Jirawberriesy acorns^ artichokes^ or any ve- 
getable that I have hitherto feen, for the han- 
dle of any vafe or urn -, and had rather have 
none, or at moft a fmall round nob on the 
top of the cover, fuch as you have given to 
N*. 6 ; which^ as I mentioned before, is fent 
to Warwick. 
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SIR, Barrellsy Jaooaiy 3ifi, i749-50» 

IF either of us regarded ceremony, I fhould 
wait till I had the pkafure of hearing 
from you, before I troubled you with re- 
newing our correfpondence ; and then I (hould 
endeavour to exprefs how much joy your 
company here had given n)e, and how much 
regret your abfence had caufed me. But as 
I always fuppofe, when the rays of friendfhip 
appear, ceremony vanifhes, I take it for grant- 
ed, you will ufe none of it with me, nor 
expcft any from mc : It is but a vapour.-— This 
point fettled, I muft tell you that I have been 
more than nine days (the common period) 
confined with a cold; and, very happily for 
ID you. 
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y6ti, have been unable to fet pen to paper. 
My firft aft and deed, which is writing to 
yoii now, Ihews how many fuch you have 
cfcaped : and ftill greater would you think 
your efcape, if you knew how very ftupid my 
illnefs made me. 

Not the felf-flattery of J G C— , 

junior, Efq. in his Preface to the Life of 
Socrates, nor his fmart fcourges of great men 
in his Notes, have awakened me enough to 
fead all his book; but I will do it foon, as 
your very juft remarks in the margin carry 
riie agreeably through the road which this 
young Biographer feems to have fown with 
nettles : but as he raifes Jiimfelf upon that 
bank, I wifh they do not fting him when they 
come to maturity. 

1 fend you a letter of the Duchefs of So* 
rterfet's 5 which I defire you will return as 
fbon as you have read it : for till then I can- 
not anfwer it. — ^That fhe fhould agree in 
liking all you write, I do not wonder; but 
am not a little proud of having chofc out a 
poem of yours to fend her, which pleafes both 
Her Grace and her chaplain. For though it 
would ftand the teft of all the Ducheffes and 
their chaplains in England, yet that my Duchek 
N 4 judges 
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judges a3 myfclf, raifes my vanity, and in^ 
crcafes my pleafure. 

You left yourfelf in fafe hands, when yoi^ 
iptrufted me with feveral things of your writ- 
ing : for all thofe you called incorred, or 
did not commiflion me to fliew, I never did ; 
though, according to my own opinion, I might 
have done it without offence to your Mufe: 
but it would have been an offence to you 5 
and friendlhip is with me facred. 

This is wrote on tl^e paper you was fo kind 
to give me ; but with the worft of pens. Take 
pity of me ^ and let Aris at Birmingham know 
that you defire, if I fend to him for any 
thing in his way, you would have him ferve 
me as he <;loes you. I fliall reap the benefit 
of this, and you will have fome of the glean- 
ings. / ' 

I had almoft forgot to tell you, that my 
ftridt obedience to your commands has nearly 
incurred difpleafure from Mr. Outing; to, 
whom I wrote upon bufmefs (and was obliged 
to fend to Somerviles-Afton on purpofe) j and 
in my letter faid you would have gone there 
from hence, but that myfelf and my fervant$ 
had told you they believed the houfe was 
fillecf with friends of Mr. Rcynalds's from 
Montgomery; and that hearing he was gone 
9 10 
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to Sir Robert Cocks'sj you judged it might be 
to make room : To which he anfw^rs, *' He is 
" forry you was hindered from going. That 
•' under that hofpitable roof there would hav^ 
** been room for you : and that it was not 
^' want of room there which fent him to 
** Sir Robert Cocks's/*— I repeat, as near as 
I can remember, his words j and am forry 
if any perfon here faid any thing to deter- 
mine you contrary to your intentions. I fhould 
add, that he fays he hopes to make all up 
with you by letter, as I hope he will; and 
tells me he will be in London at his old 
lodging in Charles-court, the end of this 
week. 

It is more than time to releafe you ; and it 
will be, I hope, unneceffary to add, that t am 

Your faithful and obliged 

fj. LUXBOROUGH. 

I fcratched out the compliments I impro- 
perly placed on the other fide the paper to 
your Brother, and Mr. and Mrs. Dolman ; but 
mean them very fincerely, not as compliments 
barely, but ftedfaft wifhes. 

Have you not a relation who is printing a 
l^pok concerning Prayer (his name I think isi 

Pearfall)?' 
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it now ? *' Ubomme propojt et Diai difpofi^ a^ 
die French Proverb fays. 

Outing got to Town on Monday fevenni^hty 
in thunder, lightning, and in rain, and was 
welcomed by an earthquake the Thurfilay 
after. ' 

The eldeft Mifs Meredith is to be marri- 
cd, the 23d inftant, to Mr. Banks of Win- 
ftanley in Lanca(hire, her relation, (a fecond- 
coufin to the Duke of Someriet) whole eftate 
is 2,300/. per annum : but, far above aU, is a 
man of ftriA honour, benevolence, and good 
nature, and hofpitable to the greatcft degree 5 
and his propofals to her, generous to as great 
a one. Had it not been for this event, Mr. 
Meredidi would be now here : he is with her 
in that country ; the reft of the family arc at 
London. I had a letter from him upon the 
occafion, which ihews bis joy ; and I will im* 
part it to you when I fee you and the rofes 
appear together in my Shrubbery : for you 
know they take it ill you have never yet 
vifited them. The humble violet would be 
ftill more glad to receive you; but fcarcely 
dares propofe it. 

I am almoft angry at Lord Stamford for vi- 
ficing your Walks at fuch an unieafonable time : 
(t was quite wrong-headed -, but I hope he and 

his 
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his Lady will fee them in fummer. Do thejr 
live near you ? I wifh I could meet her there. 
She is a woman of excellent fenfe, and a great 
admirer of the beauties of nature ; which fhe 
will fee to the bell advantage in your envi- 
rons. — I agree with you as to the wreath round 
the French-Horn ; and have befpoke it. 

You are fo far from being cenforious, as 
to Mn Miller's place, that your defcription 
gives me an infinitely more advantageous idea 
of it, than any I had conceived before from 
what others had faid to me of it. Undoubt- 
edly advantages might be taken from the 
view he has on the fpot where Edgehill 
battle was fought ; but the memorandums 
raifed there muft proceed from a genius fome- 
thing more fublime than that which feems 
merely turned to Gothic architefture. Many 
a man can fketch out a bow- window or heavy 
caftle, who is unacquainted with the beauties 
of a genteel urn : but many more people 
could do the one and the other more eafily 
than dedicate it properly, and imprefs fuch 
ideas as the hiftory and the place might fug- 
ged to thofe of a more refined though lefs 
mechanical genius than I conceive him to be 
of. You could eafily aflift him, if you thought 
it worth your while to give your advice ; 

yet 
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yet horarc of advifing him t3 remove re- 
mains of monuments, or even a fingte ftone 
from the church-yard. The paribns would 
call it facrilege, and cut up his woods as they 
did yours ; perhaps pull down his lofty tower, 
and you would trepan him into this. 

I have ended four fides before I was await 
rf it ; but you will know it too well : and 
now I m\ift add, that I do not yet know what 
lo fay about the infcription to the urn. Mn 
Allen 18 vaftly againft its being in Englifh ; 
and I am alfo inclinable to give that up, unle6 it 
might be allowable to let the profe be fo, and 
the motto Latin, as a quotation : but accord^ 
ing to your letter, I find it is againft rute, if 
rules there be in Umary.'^l liked your firil 
thought ; and the motto you pitch upon, viz. 
Pofiquamy &c. and have no fault to find with 
it now, but that it gives an idea of Mr. So^ 
mcrvile, merely as a poet. Is it impoflible 
to put the intended Englifli infcription, or at 
leaft what is adequate to it, into Latin within 
the wreath, retaining alfo the abovementioned 
fnorto ? I am fure you could do it well ; 
and verily believe you would be glad to do 
it f of the fake of your deceafed Friend, and of 

Your faithful living one, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 
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Teg m wtvether Mr. Aris gpts your P^r 
for ypu, apd if h^ has good pens.— Laft Friddy 
I^r. if4^ lay here, aud begged hi3 coiupli'^ 
p^enu ijo you. He had beeQ al?ove thr«e 
Wi^f tpgeth\^r at H.arborough. 
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By th(? inclofed, you will find the Urn if 
finiihed ; and I am to fix a day for iend^ 
jog my team for it. The infcription being 
undetermined, flops me : for I think it woul(| 
be better done at Warwick than it can be by 
the fools at Henley ; and I would order it fbj^ 
^& to give them only one day to write it, and 
fend for it the next.— By my laft letter to you^ 
I mentioned the infcriptign's bjeiflg in Latin; 
and hoped you would think of fomething 
which might tranfmit to poflerity an idea of 
Mr. Somervile in his private charafter, as 
well as you have fhewn his capacity as a poet, 
by the Latin motto you propofed, and by the 
emblematical ornament on the pedeflal, as 
Axrthor of the Cbace^ and as a lover of hunt- 
ing. 

I hoped 
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I hop^ to have heard from you laft Thiirfl 
day when the farmers returned from Binning^ 
ham; but had riot that pleafure. I wifh you 
could be here at the erefting this faid urn. It 
will not however be long (at leaft fo I hope) 
ere you pour libations over it to the memoiy 
of our deceafed friend. — The violets are al- 
moft faded, the fyringa is ready to blow, the 
rooks build their nefts, and every thing (peaks 
approaching fpring, except the more than com- 
mon winds, which are infupportable to my 
ears, and deflrudtive to many things of ntoit 
confequence. 

Sir Peter Soame, Mr Allen, and Mr. Hail^ 
pafled a few days with me laft week, and de^ 
fired their compliments to you. All of them 
have left me to folitude. 

If you write an anfwer to this very fbon^ 
you will oblige 

Your fincere and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGHi 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLVI. 

SIR» Barf ells, March 14th, 1 749-50* 

NO T having feen Mr. Allen fmcc I re- 
ceived yours, I defer an anfwer to the 
query about the infcription. I am not a pro- 
per perfon to decide ; but am inclinable to 
the alteration you mention, as it will take 
away the objeftion to the two motto's pro- 
pofed coming together.-^The urn was erefted 
this morning, and now makes a good figure 
tinder its canopy of oak. If the weather 
continues dry, it will be fit to be painted 
in a fortnight : a^d the man who fet it up 
Will come at the fame time to infcribe it. 
The letters are to be carved in the ftone, and 
then blacked. Collins, who made it, does all 
Lord Brook's and Mr. Wife's work ; and his 
foreman appears to be a good workman. The 
French-horn, wreathed with laurel, was done 
by the beft ftone-carver in Warwick. All 
this is good. — Now for the bad. Firft of all, 
the fhaft is not all in one piece. I afked the 
man the reafon, and he protefts he could not 
get a ftone of that fize in Warwick : that he 
tried every quarry, and went purpofely to the 
principal one -, but in vain. So there are two 
pieces of five inches each, one above, the other 

O below 
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below the wreath, which hangs on a hoop not 
fufpendcd by a riband. The next misfortune 
is owing to a mercenary, ill-natured rafcal, 
who is a weekly carrier from Henley to War- 
wick ; by whom I fent a letter laft Saturday 
to Mr. Hands, to fay that I would fend my 
team for the vafe and pedeftal on Monday : 
but, if Mr. Collins did not choofe that 
day, defired he would name another. Mr. 
Hands was not at home; but his people fent 
the fellow to Mr. Collins, who told him by 
word of mouth, that the team muft not come 
till Wednefday ; for the things could not be 
fent fafely before : which meflage the rafcal 
never brought, nor ever mentioned to my 
fervants, though he faw four of them on Sun- 
day at Henley, and fpoke to two of them. If 
it had been wrote down, he would have brought 
it, and demanded Three- pence at leaft for it 5 
but as it was verbal, he did not think it worth 
delivering. So when the team got to War- 
wick on Monday, Mr. Hands fwore ; Mr. 
Collins fretted : both faid the urn would be 
damaged ; for they had befpoke cafes of deal- 
for every diftindl part, and but one cafe 
was made -, yet to fend the waggon back 
empty they did not dare: fo, in fhort, they 
packed it all up as carefully as they could. 

But 
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fiut the roads being very rough and bad, 
they with difficulty got home by One in 
th^ morning ; the mouth of the French* 
horn ftruck off, and two ftones broke off the 
Wer plinth, and a fmall notch oh the urn, 
and one on the cap of it, but trifling. The 
foreman and another man came in the morn- 
ing and mended the two ftones very well (as I 
had fame of the fame ftone in the rough) ; and 
have put the mouth of the French-horn on 
again (for luckily it was not loft) ; and they 
fey it is as ftrong as ever, and the paint will 
hide entirely the piecing. 

I was very well entertained on Sunday even- 
ing, and on Monday till Five in the evening, 
with Mr. Smith's company. He brought me 
the Prints I had fubfcribed to. I alfo fub* 
fcribed to four, which he intends to put out ; 
and I bought of him four others, and alfo 
the eight Derbyfhire Views 5 and he gave 
me one of Chatfworth •, and would have given 
mc a whole fctt^ if I would have accepted it. 
Mr. Hall faw him here, and has fubfcribed 
to his new fett* He promifes me the little 
book with Virgil's Grove, at the time he deli-; 
vers the others.— -Would but the Green Book 
come too, I fliould be completely happy ! — We 
talked much o^ you. He is charmed with 
O 2 your 
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your tafte, and with the Le^Towes ; and would 
be more charmed with you, if you woul<i 
have fticwn him any of your writings : but hsr 
fays you ^ uied him ill in that point ; for he had 
feen only what is in print. He got up at 
Seven, and walked all over this place; and 
again with me, when I arofe. He commends it 
more than I think it deferves. He agrees widi 
you entirely in admiring the amphitheatre of 
wooded hills that we fee from the windows^ 
and the fituation of the Hermitage ; which he 
thinks preferable to any in England. He h^ 
ments my want of water ; but thinks I mighc 
find fprings (as indeed moft people do). He 
liked the ihell-urns, and the fituation for tha 
new one ; as alfo the afpe<5): of the kitchen* 
garden, and the pond and ^ak-tree ; and agrees 
to moving the pales, fo as to guide one to 
the Shrubbery. The gloominefs of the night 
fhewed the Long Walk to advantage^ with 
the moon juft feen through the trees on Sun- 
day, when he came by my coach-fide from 
Henley ; and he was delighted with the Go- 
thic arch they form: but he is againft plants 
ing the Service- Walk bank with flowers, oc 
doing any thing to it ; thinking its roughneia 
is a good contrail to divide the Shrubberji 
from the Coppice, which is alfo a kind. of 
7 ihrubbery. 
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fhrubbery. He is alfo againfl: my painting 
the niche where Venus is : for he fays fhc is 
fuppofed to have been bathing, and to crouch 
herfelf in that manner, upon the approach 
of fomebody, by way of hiding herfelf: and 
he would have the niche adorned with mofs, 
&c. like fome bathing place in a remote cor- 
ner; and (he fays) fome bits of looking-glafs 
^mong it to refledl what is to be feen, and 
alfo to give a watery look at a diftance, will 
^have a good efFeft from the Hall-door. He 
is much for the pediment ; to which my only 
objeftion is the price. He is much pleafed 
with the place where you have fet your urn ; 
but thinks, as you do, that it looks too fmall 
from where it is mod feen. — I have begun the 
Ha! Ha! acrofs the Service Walk; and the 
urn is feen from every place. Shrubbery, Ter- 
race, Bowling-green, Long Walk, and the End 
of the Kitchen-garden ; which is to be ta- 
ken in. 

I fend you half the jeflamine-water I have 
left ; and will write to afk Mrs. Wymondefold, 
if it is to be bought at London.' 

I inclofe Mr. Meredith's two lafl: letters. I 

hope you will meet him here; and that we 

fhall pour libations together over Mr. So. 

mervile's urn. But will you not come be- 

O 3 fides. 
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fides, for a day or two, to fee the infcription 
wrote ? It would be very fatisfaftory, as wcU 
as pleafing to. Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Pray fend me Lord Lovat's Trial, and I will 
fend you back Socrates's Life. 

Whether you intended it or no, my curio- 
fity is excited, and I muft fee the Ode to our 
Duchefs J and hope it will not be improper to 
Ihew it her ere long. 



LETTER XLVII. 

S I Rf Barrells» April 25th» 1750* 

THAT the interruption to our corrc- 
fpondence ftiould happen on my fide, 
I blufh at, though I well know it was not my 
fault. I wifh you could know it as well ; for 
you could not then blaipe me. But if you 
are inclined to blame me, pray confider that 
I have been fufficiently puniftied already, by 
being deprived of your letters, which I greatly 
cftecm. I muft have been my pwn enemy, 

had 
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had I deprived myfelf of them willingly. The 
truth is, that when your laft letter came, I had 
company, who ftaid a week (Sir Peter Soame, 
the Conful of Oftend, and Mr. Allen) •, and 
you know I have nobody to aflift nie in doing 
the honours of my houfe. At that junfturc 
of time I received the news of Lady Boling- 
broke's death; of my Brother's vaft afflidion 
for her, and of his own indifpofition : All which 
obliged me to fend a fervant exprefs to Lon- 
don, and to offer to go myfelf ; which if my 
brother had accepted, I would have fet out 
immediately : fo that I had the journey in fome 
meafure to prepare for, and a great many let- 
ters to write by the meffenger I fcnt ; fincc 
whofe return an accident happened among my 
domeftics, which fhocked me, and caufcd me 
9, gQQ4 deal of trouble and thought. Diabo- 
lical veather, added to all this, lowered my 
fpirits yet more, and folitude contributed to 
my dulnefs. Judge then. Sir, whether I was 
fit to write fo you ; I, who in my brightefl; 
pioments am unequal to the talk. 

I fee with pleafu.rc? the advancement of 

Spring; but though its progrefs has been 

quick, there are few flowcxs, except the lilac:' 

^C. v/ooc^bine begins to ^^cw itfelf, and the 

p ^ fweet- 
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fwcct-briar is fragrant : but I fear there 
is not quite {lability enough in the wea* 
cher, nor variety enough in the Shrubbery 
to invite you as yet ; but there will be. ere 
long. The Coppice has the advantage at pre- 
fent ; for Nature has embroidered it thick with 
all kinds of wild flowers. The Hermitage looks 
ruinous, the roof being pulled to pieces, in or- 
der to have it thatched ; without which I (hall 
never keep the wet out : but it (hall be covered 
fpeedily. I have not yet had time to fill up 
the Walk, which you know I had ungravelled ; 
nor to ungravel the middle one, as you advifed : 
but it (hall be done. As to the urn, I told 
you it was erefted : if dry weather continues^ 
I will have it painted next week. As the motto 
Mr. Allen chofe, and that you had chofe, can^ 
not, in your opinion, be on each fide the fame 
plinth ; and as neither of them fmgly take in 
iK)th the moral and the poetical charafter of 
Mr. Somervile, nor my friendfliip, I fearchecj 
Francis's Horace, with a view to find one only, 
that fliould exprefs in fome meafure the whole j 
and Mr. John Reynalds happening to come in, 
looked over it with me, and we both hit upon 
h fhort one, which to my thinking anfwers the 
intent, and wiU not oblige me to write any 

other 
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other OD the fides. As the forepart of the 
pedeilal only is adorned with carving, I think 
it is beft to have no writing but on the front. 
The motto is 

** Debita fparges lacryma favillam 
Vatis asnici." 

This upon the plinth ; and under it, on the 
pcdeftal, over the wreath, Mn Somervile's name 

in Latin, and p ' and at bottom, the date 

{not of this year, but) of the year he died, be^ 
caufe of the word Favillamr^l do not ima* 
gine Author of the Chace can be put agree- 
ably into Latin ; and I confefs it appears to me 
that the emblematical born wreathed with laurel 
will fuffice to put all who knew him in mind 
c$ that poetical performance, which is fo well 
known, without any explanation by words.— 
I fhall be glad if you happen to think as 
I do. 

I am fenfible of the merit of the fallow-tTcc i 
but mull not aim at having any in the plac^ 
where I wifh them, for want of water. My 
ftiff foil can never do.— I am forry your Grove 
will not be well piftured by Smith: Had I 
known it, I fhould have been fo angry, that I 
ihould have abated of my generofity to him.— 

There 
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There is no keeping the people out of the 
Service Walk : they come through the nei^- 
bouring Coppice into the Lane, and from thence 
over my hedge that is on the bank, which they 
have bro^e down in forty places, apd fo into 
the Service Walk, and away for Henley, &c. 

Seeing the green leaves does not revive me 
more than the hopes you give me of feeing 
the Green Book: but as I am infatiable in 
xny defires of feeiiig youf performances in ^1 the 
Sifter Arts, I fhall not without r^et give up 
the illuminated Decorations you fhewed me a 
ipecimen of. — I do not think the poetical profe 
(which is the ftyle of Fenelon's Tclemachus) 
is at all the common ftyle of French novels ; 
which is, for the moft part, very good ; elpe- 
cially Mariveaux^s^ CreMlon\ and others. 

A new comedy is afted at Paris, which I 
fend you to read, as it is not in verfe, and as 
it ridicules juftly an Ignorant Pedant -, which 
I dare fay you think (as I do) deferves the 
higheft ridicule J as indeed every thing does 
t|^t afiecb to be what it is not, and hypocriti* 
cally endeavours to impofe upon the world, 
as Tartuffe in Molierc's Plays -, and many other 
charaflrers that are falfely affumed and well 
fatirized by the French Comedy-writers.— I 
return your Life of Socrates 5 which I am told 

'Squire 



LETTERS. 203 

*Squire C r has taken out of the Lives of 
the Philofophers, though he detejis a plagiary. 

Pray return good for evil, and write foon.— 
I will let you know when I know it myfelf^ 
when Mr. Meredith will be here,— Now, Sir, 
(as the Irifh gentleman wrote word to his fon) 
pray take care you do not break this feal in 
opening my letter. 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

H. LyxBORoucH. 
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SIR, Sunday, 13th, 1750. 

IMAGINE you receive this from the Ely- . 
fian Shades, where it is next to a miracle 
but I had been, inftead of writing to you 
from my parlour ; which aft is contrary to the 
rules of chirurgery, and is full as much as I 
can execute in this Icrawling faihion. But I 
was refolved to attempt for the firft time what 
moft people would have been unable to per- 
form in fix months : whereas it will not be a 
fojtnight till to-morrow morning, fmce I had 
a fall in my chamber, in getting out of bed : 
which, by the circumftances of it, muft have 

proved 
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proved fatal, had I not been referved by Fatfc 
for fomc other end, which I am as yet a ftraa^ 
gcr to. The goodnefs of my condkution pre- 
vented any humour falling to the parts afiefted, 
and I had very little fever. Young Mr. 
Holyoak the Surgeon has proceeded in fo 
*ikilful, and yet fo precipitate a manner,^ that my 
plaifters are already reduced from eight or 
nine to two only : one over my eye, which 
will perhaps be fcarred, and one juft above 
my knee, where ibe Icfs of fubftance (as they 
x:all it) nfukes it longer in curing. New fiefb 
muft grow there, and new Jkin on my face : 
but he has treated me in the French way, and 
ufed no lenitives, nor kept my eye bound up 
longer than till it could open. I have been 
tradtable and in fpirits ; and am now allowed 
to go once in the middle of the day to the 
Hermitage •, where I hope to receive you about 
Afcenfion Week : for I fear feveral of the flower. 
Big-fhrubs will be gone off if you defer it 
longer, and I long to have you fee it in full 
bloom. 

The oaks are quite green here-, and the 
urn is painted, and the motto and whole 
infcription were carved the day before I 
received your letter (which did not come 
txfi Friday, though it was wrote on. Sun- 

day)j 
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day) -, and I did not know how to detain 
the ftone-carver, who came purpofely from 
Warwick. — I have not feen Mr. Allen or 
Mr. Hall to fhcw your mottoes to ; but will 
do fo the firft opportunity. In the mean time, 
let me beg you to make ufe of the firft (mean- 
ing your own Englifli one), which I am 
charmed with ; and think I can anfwer that pur 
friend Mr. Somervile will be fo, if any intel- 
ligent fpirit is allowed to advifc him of it.— * 
Adieu. My eye can no more. You have a 
friend more than you was like to have a fort- 
night agOi and whom you will ever find 

Faithfully yours, 

H. Lu^BoaouGH. 

Why don't I underftand the beauties of 
Latin ? or why have I not fomebody to point 
them to me ? I guefs at the fenfe of one 
of your motto's, which feems to exprefs what 
1 dare fay you feel ; and is a kind compliment 
to him, beginning, Non tarn illius fam a B ut 
I am as impertinent to ofFer to fpeak, as a 
parrot would be that had not been taught, 
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LETTER XLIX. 

SIR, Barrells, Jane Sxhf at Night, 1750. 

THIS letter goes bjr fomc colliers belong- 
ing to Halefowcn, who preteiid to be 
well acquainted with the L^afowes. I hope 
it will reach you ; which I much fear my laft 
did hotj ad I wrote it near three week^ aga, to 
acquaint you of a Very terrible fall which I 
had had ; and to defire your company here thd 
Afcenjion fFeek^ left the bloiflbms of the Shrubs 
bery fhould be gone if you deferred your vifit : 
fince which time I have daily expedted youj 
and the flowers have haftened more than ufual 
to difplay their beauties, which are confe- 
quently nearer decay : fo that I hope you vnA 
not poftpone the vifit you promifed to my 
garden, till it is ftripped of its ornaments. 
As to your vifit to me, it is Agreeable in every 
fcafon ; and I remember with gratitudfc, that 
you have given me your company, when every 
body lefs friendly was afraid to peep out of 
their door.— I would have returned you the 
infcriptions diredtly after my letter, had I not 
fuppofed you would be here before they could 
9 get 
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get to you. I never have feen Mr. Allen but 
once fince I received them, and that in a hurry. 
Mr. Hall I have feen twice, and he explained 
moft of them in Englifh, and feemed to like 
them well ; but was both times in a hurfy 
alfo : fo that I could not poflibly form, from 
their tranflation, a judgment which of the La-" 
tin ones I (hould prefer-, neither am I capa- 
Me of it otherwife ; but am almoft fure I fhall 
approve that which you fix upon. This is 
owing to my vanity I confefs, which makes 
me believe that my judgment will tally with 
yours : for if it did not, my fmcerity would 
force me to own it, as it obliges] me now to 
aflure you, that I am, Sir, 

Your moft faithful 

and obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I fent you the impreflions of the two feals 
in my laft. 
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SIR» Barrellsy Jane 30th» 17504 

HAD I not expefted your fervant to come 
for the geefe, I fhould have wrote by 
the ufual conveyance, to thank you for your 
laft agreeable and kind vifit. I am glad you 
liked the road by which you returned home. 
It is in part the fame as Outing and I went once 
to the Leafowes : but if a vehicle (that is not 
for the waggon track) could go all the way 
you rode, it would bring us much nearer to- 
gether than we are : however, your kind invi- 
tation to me to flay three or four days with 
you obviates all objeftions concerning length of 
way ; therefore, fince you will be troubled with 
my company, you may depend upon it in July -, 
and as early as I poffibly can in that month. 
I dare not name a day yet, for fear of difap- 
pointment, efpecially as my hay-making is " 
not begun ; but I could wifh to go about the 
17th. — As you are building and altering, the 
accommodation may not be in the order you 
would wifti it ; but you may depend upon my 
being exceeding well pleafed with it : cere- 
mony is no more my tafte than it is yours. I 

am 
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im glad the Duchefs and her train behaved 
without any fhew of it, when they vifited you 
arid your environs ; with which I make no 
doubt but they wer^ pleafed. I love Colonel 
Ljrtteltoh for wanting to give you their fhell- 
um, which would have a good effedt on many 
fpo^ of the Leafowes ; and is I think very ill 
placed in their garden. I hope Mifs Lyt- 
telton will get you the fmall ftatue and the 
old Abbey-windows -, which Abbey (with 
your permiffion) I intend to vifit •, as alfo Lord 
Dudley's Green-Houfe. 

Mr. Hall came here Yefterday, and is this 
moment returned to Harborough ; but left his 
compliments to you in charge with me ; and 
iiys he will not fail ro vifit you fome afternoon : 
-but I believe his vifit will fcarcely be confined 
to fo (hort a fpace of time.*— Nanny is highly 
-pleafed that fhe is to go with me to the Lea- 
fowes : perhaps Mr. Hall may meet me there j 
and that will be all my train the firft vifit. As 
to the fecond, Mr. and Mrs. Wymondcfold 
will I hope be here, and Mrs. Davies, who is 
to fpend the fummer in the country with them. 
Colonel Hildefley (a relation- of mine) talks 
alfo of coming. If you let us go to the 
Leafowes, I propofe lying at Birmingham, 
that we n:iay ftay the later with you.— You fee 
P how 
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how ready I am to accept of invitations which 
promife me fo much plcafirre as that of your 
company in your beautiful Walks : fo that 
you would do well tb be cautious how you 
lay fuch temptations in my way, left I fliould 
caufe you to repent, by troubling you too 
often.*— I hope the Biftiop and the Baronet 
will treat the Parfon as his ufagc in regard to 
you deferves. 

I thank you fincerely for your advice with 
refpeft to my improvements here ; and am fcn- 
fible all the things you mention are wantingw 
1 had already mentioned to a carpenter my in- 
tention of having fome garden-fkreajs made; 
which will be deferred no longer than till the 
wood is thought to be fufficiently feafoned.— 
The day after you left me, I finifhed the apart- 
ment of the urn, all but uirfing •, that Ihall be 
tJone when the fky pleafes to pour forth 
ftiowers to moiftcn the earth: but for that I 
muft not pray till my hay is in. — I have 
turned the Path in the Coppice towards the 
Bank, where a feat is propofed above the Pitj 
and have filled up the place, where we did tura 
in before, with trees, and have put the white 
bench, which did- ftand on the Bank, into the 
corner ♦ from whence one has a view of Skiltz i 
end tiic urn looks alfo well from it. I have 

alfo 
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tUb made another opening in the Long Walk, 
md am thinning the branches of the trees 
that lead to the Old Orchard; fo that I now 
difcover three little edifices, befides Oldborough 
Church, through the trees. 

I return thanks for Swift's Works. The 
fertility of his imagination cannot tire. I fend 
you the Conqueft of Mexico, in French ; and 
think it enteruining. I alfo fend Voltaire's 
Tragedies, that you may read his Jlzire before 
I fee you; and I will put Mr. Somervilc's 
Tranflation of it in my pocket, to read with 
you at the Leafowes. — ^Your ftile is always 
pleafing to me, whether you write at different 
periods, or othcrwife. I confefs, this laft way, 
which makes a little journal, is the more agree* 
jJdIc, becaufe it imitates converfation, and 
inakes one fancy one's felf upon the place^ 
$od in the company defcribed. — You could 
iH>t^ Sir, have faid any thing more flattering 
lo me, than that there is a refemblance between 
fify imapnatUn and yours. It would be too vain 
in me to own that I think fo ; but I may fay 
with truth, that there is a great fimilitude in 
our way of life, and our folitary amufements \ 
and that may alfo caufe a refemblance in our 
turn of thought. Whenever mine tallies with 
yours, J fliaU conclude I am right, and be 
t 2 proud 
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proud of it. For example, I am as pleaTed 
as you are to have people of taftc fee my 
improvements here, and take a pleafure in 
hearing them commended ; and am glad when 
Chance fends fuch perfons here : and - my 
friendfliip for you makes me alfo glad to hear 
when they go to the Le^owes : but I ihould 
not like to have it a (hew for the Public in 
general, as Lord Cobham*s -, of which every 
body tires.— Your neighbourhood to Hagley 
will often caufe you to have good' company 
drop in at the Leafowes ; and thofe who have 
once feen it, will wiih to fee it often : nor do 
the beauties of Hagley in the leaft obfcure 
thofe of your place. Proceed, Sir, in your 
fchemes, which will difFufe pleafure ^ around 
you, as well as give pleafure to yourfelf. But 
I would not have you (nor would I myfelf, 
though we were ever fo rich) execute our 
fchemes all at once : for I think there is more 
joy in forming the plan and feeing it grow 
by degrees towards perfeftion, than there is 
in feeing it perfed:. 

I fend you a Goofe, a Gander, a Mallard, 
two Ducks, and a rumpled Egg-Shell. This 
rural tribute Barrells humbly pays to its Lord 
the Leafowes ; where by the care of good Mrs. 
Arnold the fowl cannot fail to prolper,— 

That 
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That you may do fb in all your undertakings, 
is the ardent wi(h of. Sir, 

Your much obliged fervant, 

H. LUXJJOROUGH. 

I don't like the account you give of your 
liealtfa : Pray give me a better next week. 



Letter u. 

3 1 Ry BtLTrtlU, Augoft 2d, i7;a 

THE bearer (Mr. Moore of Warwick, 
Plaifterer) is going to Sir Thomas 
Lyttelton's, for whom he has done a great 
deal of ftucco-work ; and is to do more. He 
^o did the infide of Lord Archer's fummer- 
4»oufe, and of mine, when he worked for 
Mr. Wright : but he is now fet up for himfelf j 
and has mended my figure of Milton fo well, 
(though it was broke in a thoufand pieces, and 
a hand and arm loft) that I fhaU employ |iim 
further. As you will have ftucco-work 
to do probably, when you finifh your two 
fopms, I thought you might not diflil^e my 
? 3 recoRiiB 
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recommending him to you, efpecially as his 
working often fo near you as Haglpy may be 
a conveniency. He alfo works for Lord Broke, 
Mr. Wife, &c. and by that rpeans has an ofs 
portunity of feeing variety of taftcs. He is 
defirous of feeing the Leafowes, and of offering 
you his fervice : fo that I have wrote this 
letter to oblige him ; as alfo to defirc you 
will let him fee your white Buft of Pppe j for 
I have a mind to have JL.ord Bolingbroke's 
painted the fame. He is to ftuccb the put- 
fide of my Siimmcr-houfe in March : in the 
mean time the mafon fhall white-wafh it. One 
fkreen is made and the cittern is taken off the 
preen-houfe. 

Mr. Outing is ftill waiting in London fbr 
Lord Luxborough, who was to be there as 
to-day ; and I wait here for Outing and a 
lawyer-, as alfo for Mrs. Wymondefold ancf 
Mrs. Davies, with whom I hop^ to fee the* 
L^afowes.T— Mr. Meredith has been here^ and 
Mr. Smith, with Price : as alfo Sir Peter Soame^ 
Parfon Allen, and Mr. Hall ^ fo that my 
houfe was full. They all enquired after you. 
I had alfo Lord Archer one day, and Mr. 
Chambers and Mrs. Kendall another •, and am 
to have Mr, and Mrs. Chefter, and Mr. Brom- 

lev. 
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Icy, to-morrow : but the weather is a great 
draw-back to the pleafure of company, 
J am at all feafons, with equal truth. Sir, 
Your oblige4 humble fervant, 

"^ H. LuXBOROUGH. 

]Pardon blots, for the man is in hafte. 
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SI R^ Barrella, Monday* AqgoA 13111, 1750. 

MR. Williams appears in my parlour very 
opportunely, as I wanted a convey- 
ance for my anfwer to the letter you laft fa- 
:VOured me with; and he tells me he intends 
waiting upon you the end of this week. I 
li^red him not to forget to look at your 
Buft of Pope i hoping he may be able to paint 
mine of my Brother Bolingbroke after the fame 
inanner. I envy him the pleafure he will have 
at the Leafowes, whilft I am chained dowa 
here in (hitherto fruitlefs) expeftatipn of Mr, 
Outing and the Lawyer Mr. Woolfe, who h 
to come with him : and when I fhall be rcr 
Jeafed God only knows •, as Lord Luxboropgh 
P4 W 
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is the caufe of the delay.— I will give you 
previous notice when I find myfelf able to go 
to the Leafowes. 

I am forry, for Mr. Moore*s fake, that you 
was pre-engaged to another operator in ftuccoj 
but hope, for yours, that he will dp as well 
as Moorp ; but do not know Crolbip. 

I beg my compliments to my Lord of Dud«- 
ley : and as to your Parfon, he cannot expofe 
hinifclf more in his pulpit than he did out 
of it, when he took advantage of your ab- 
fence to mdulge his ill-natured dilpofition by 
preventing you from executing the plead- 
ing fcheme your good tafte had fuggefted to 
you, and which would have heightened (he 
beauties of your place. Had he one of his own 
that could vye with the fcenery of yours, it 
might have made envy an e^cufe (if it is an 
allowable one) for what he did, which, with- 
out it, is fheer malice as ever any of helVs own 
inhabitants was capable of. 

Mr. Williams carries my Hiftory of Bar- 
badoes to Aris to bind, and with it the fheet 
of writing-paper for a fample. 

I was forry to fee Mr. Meredith's • name 
ufed in the ftrange letter the Clergyman 
wrote to one Mr. Webb, about the loth of 

- Junej 
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June ; and for which the latter is taken up : 
but Mr. Meredith was not at the meeting. 

Mr. Williams waits 5 fo I muft ceafe 
writing when I have defired a favour of you 
in behalf of Mr. William Holyoak, Apothe- 
cary, fecond fon to Parfon Holyoak, "vyljo 
with his wife, (whom I believe you have feen 
hece) is at Birmingham in lodgings, with an 
intention of fetting up there. He ferved his 
time with Mr. Stephens (his father-in-law) at 
Worcefter ; but, upon fome difagreement about 
family affairs, chofe to quit that town, though 
be was fet up there, and might have had very 
good bufinefs. Doftor Mackenzie has told 
mc often that he does not know a better apo- 
thecary any where than Mr. Holyoak; and 
pr. Attwood recommends him greatly:— and 
his family hope you will be fo good as to 
fpeak to Dr. Evats in his favour ; which would 
piuch oblige them, as well as, Sir, 

Tour faithful humble fervant, 

p. Lu^](ORQUGHt 
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S I R» Btrrolls, Aognft j|ft, 1750, Fxid^f* 

AS this letter is intended to fet out with 
a load of my wheat at Twelve o'clock, 
J hope the diligent Mrs. Scudamore will find it 
nt the Poflhoufe when fhe calls for letters 
To-morrow morning. It will carry you nei- 
ther agreeable news nor fprightly thoughts 
from me, as I am an invalid, though upon the 
recovery. I fhould at leail have imparted mf 
complaints to you before, but that my fyi* 
rits flagged, and my hand faultered as much 
Its you would have perceived my tongue cq 
do, had you been here ^ and is not now very 
ftcady, though much better |ince Mond?.y 
fvening ; when I infilled upon being let blood 
in fpite of the advice of the Galenical gen- 
tlemen, who feared it would dejc<5t my fpirits 
yet more : but as their advice was mechanical, 
I thought / could advife better ; becaufe / 
fellj and ib^ only fuggefted. I proved in the 
right : bleeding relieved me. The fifft nine 
ounces were black as ink j the tenth was good 
blood J and no fooner had I begun to bleed, 
\mi I felt fafier, and have been mending ever 

fince J 
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fiQce^ and have b^n able to go once my 
ufual tour round my Coppice, &c. Before 
that operation, my tcrer never intermitted; 
iand I can fcarccly fay it remitted. The imme* 
£att caufe of it is fuppofed to proceed from 
the anguilh I felt by the mod: uncommon 
fting of a wafp, which perhaps you ever heard 
of: it ftung a tendon on the outfide of my 
arm near the elbow, on the ijxh inftant; on 
the i8th, it was fwelled to my fingers ends, 
^d by night had infefted the blood fo, that 
the infide, at the bend of the arm (where lies 4 
vein, an artery and a tendon) Was inflamed fo 
greatly, that it obliged me to fend for my fur- 
geoo. He alfo found the arm no lefs hare} 
(though much lefs beautiful) than that of 
Venus in her Shrine in my Walk; infomuch 
riiat he feared it would impofthumate, and has 
prevented it only by hpt fomenfations, &c. &c. 
apd cooling pl^yfic ; and it was kept in a 
fling above a week, l^ht fame day this mit 
fortune happened, I buried n\y trufty fervant 
James, who had lived wrjh me twenty-two 
years ; and was incorruptible where my in^ 
tereft was concerned. He died the 15th. On 
the 1 6th, I received the news of poor Mr. 
jflaH's having broke his arm, juft below the 
fliodder, by a fall from his horfe, in riding 
6 only 
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only two miles from Rugby to Sir Edward 
Boughton's ; where he ftill lies. And as (thank 
God) I feel for my friends ftiU as much as 
for myfelf, this did not raife my fpirits; and 
ever fince all this, I have been, and ftill am, 
perplexed with various affairs, and accounts, 
which I would willingly fet to rights -, but am 
plagued with impediments of one kind or other, 
(efpecially from London), and cannot do it 
with the fame readinefs as if my poor man 
James was alive, as feveral things were under 
his direftion. One ought to have a fupcr^ 
natural affiftance to keep one's fpirits up fo as 
to unravel all thefe accounts, and- manage 
things properly at fuch a jundhire ; and I 
look upon my uncommon defire of being 
blooded, as the' whiter of fome good Genii, 
fince it has fuccceded fo well. I hope fome of 
the fame benevolent beings (if fuch there arc) 
will waft you here, or me to the Leafowes, 
ere long, and Jet a palm fucccfd Xo ^ ftorm, 
At prefent I am alone-, ^nd muft be ^ far- 
pierefs too, unknowing as I am j an4 am enter- 
tained (by letter) only with the reproaches of 
fome, who ought to commend me for the money 
I have laid ouj here : In fpite of which I havq 
purfued your fcheme of joining my kitchen-, 
garden to my poppice, by removing the palj- 

fade, 



LETTERS. 221 

fade, and making a drain. and caufeway acrofs 
the Walk •, which will be always dry.— I have 
had the pleafure of feeing Mrs, Dewes three 
times lately; who is now at Mapleborough- 
Green for change of air for her children. It 
only ferves to make me regret her not continu*^ 
ing at that houfe of her huiband's ; for Wellf- 
bovirn is almoft too far for a yifit. She is 
yciy agreeable in converfation, and ihews alt 
thaf. politenefs, delicacy, foftnefs, and grace, 
which one diftinguiflies in her uncle Lord 
Lanfdown's Poems ; and which I have fo 
often .obferved in him, having been perfonally 
acquainted with him.— You, Sir, have alfo 
had an agreeable Lady at your houfe, who has ^ 
the. further advantage of youth and beauty ; I 
mean the Counted of Aylefbury, whofe charms 
) and whofe condud have always been equally 
admired by thofe I have heard fpeak of hen# 
I have been told fhe was a lover of retire- 
rnent in her old Lord's time : I do not know 
what fhe may be in her young Colonel's. She 
is, you know, daughter to General Campbell, 
and to Mifs Bellandine, who was fo celebrated 
when Maid of Honour to Queen Caroline. It 
16 fio wonder then (he is plcafirig. 

I could 
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. Wednerday, September 5^1. 
I could not fell my wheat the day I intended 5 
lb have not fent to Birmingham, and could riot 
convey a letter to you till now,— I am (thank 
God) perfcftly recovered of my fever.— I ex- 
pedt Outing v^ry foon, and, I hope, Mrs. 
Wymondefold and Mrs. Davies.—- Mr. Hall 
is, I hear, expedted home to-^morrow. He 
was advifed not to truft to a chaife, left a jdt 
0iould hurt or even break his arm again ;k fo 
he propofed walking from Sir Edward Bough* 
ton's to Warwick to-day, and to-morrow to 
Henley. 1 fent him word by Sadler Ward, 
that if he found himfelf too much tired to- 
day to proceed, he might fend for my chaife 
to Warwick, unlefs he preferred Parfon Adanis's 
way of travelling on foot ; and hoped in that 
cafe he would wear his gown and caflbck on 
the road. 

Parfon Holyoak begs his compliments, and 
thanks you for your kind intentions concern* 
log his Son.^ 

Second Letter, 

I tore the inclofed antique imprelfioo off a 
letter I received. Alfs I I am afhamcd to tdl 
that the faid feal is fpoiled by my fault. 

I am 
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I am aflured that the paper carvings ane 
quite as beautiful, and more durable, than 
dther wood or ftucco-, and for ceilings iiw 
finitely preferable, efpecially as they may be 
moved, being only fattened up with tacks. They 
adorn chimnies and indeed whole rooms with 
them, and make pifture-framcs of them. The 
paper is boiled to mafh and poulded a vaft 
while, then it is put into moulds of any form ;— 
but farther I know not-, only that when it is 
tacked up, you either paint it white, or gild 
it, as you would do wood. Several Ladies 
take the trouble of making this themfelves: 
but it is to be bought in (ingle ornaments, fo 
much a piece, or a dozen. So Lord Foley's 
Chapel-ceiling was bought. 

I want you to invent fomething for me 
to make, either within or without doors, of 
thofe beautiful Briftol ftones of all colours, 
which Mr. Hall brought me. The fecond 
cargo he fent are funk, with the barge, near 
Tewkelbury ; but it is to be hoped they will 
be got up. — Lord Hallifax is cutting off part 
of a gallery with four pillars of thefe ftooes^ 
which will coft him 500/. each; and fixes 
branches for capdles in them, to refledt the 
light. 

Do not take it unkind that I do not go to the 

Leafowes 
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Leafowes immediately : my rcafon for choofing 
not to ftir as yet, you would approve j for I 
have information that Lord Lu x and 

his Son and Daughter-in*law are coming to 
Edfton ; and I fliall be curious to know how 
the two latter will behave by me s and be- 
fides, I would keep garrifon at Barrdls : for 
I believe ihey have all three, a longing qre 
towards it. Befides all this, I have hopes of 
&eing my brother Bolingbroke here: but do 
not mention it yet.— This being the true ftate 
of the cafe, I hope you will come (in cafe 
your Brother is recovered) and make me a 
vifit before I make you one. My bees joia 
with me in inviting you to my little Library, 
where they rejoice in their labour, and work 
abundantly. It is a fituation that Virgil has- 
not marked out for them ; but I dare fay, were 
he to inhabit this earth again, he would not 
fail to call in an army of thefe ufeful creatures 
to form a colony in his Study, where he would 
view their works, and fancy himfclf one of their 
fellow-citizens. Would it be amifs if every per- 
fon in power was obliged to have this piece of 
furniture, not for their amufcment only, as I 
have it, but for their inftruftion in the art of 
government ? Be that as it will, it is really 
very entertaining to us Hermits. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIV, 

3 I R, Sunday Night. 

I IMAGINE fome meflenger has proved 
unjuft to us ; for you feem not to have 
had the lift of difafters I wrote, — On Wed- 
nefday the 15th ult^. (faid I) poor James, my 
old trufty fervant, died.— On the fame day 
my friend Mr. Hall broke his arm-, — on the 
next, I had the news of it; — on the next, 
James was buried,— and I was ftung by a 
wafp or hornet on a tendon, in an unaccount- 
able manner : the Surgeon feared it . would 
impofthumate: a fever fucceeded, which was 
continued. Bleeding &c. &c. relieved me : 
then fell out a million of affairs, fome not 
quite agreeable, others fuch as I was not ufed 
to intermeddle in when James was living. 

To change the fcene, Mr. and Mrs. Wy- 
mondefold came to Stratford laft Friday. I 
dined with them there-, and we left Mrs. 
Davies with Mrs. Bartlet for the prefent : next 
day Mr. Hall walked home from Sir Edward 
Boughton's to Henley (thirty miles in two 
days). He is now here at fupper ; and though 
an invalid, is tolerably well, ^ut three weeks 
CL is 
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is a very fhort time for rejoining a broken 
arm juft below the fhoulder.— Outing was to 
have been here yefterday ; but is taken ill 
of St. Anthony's Fire : he hopes to be here next 
Saturday. I have a return of my fever 
to-day ; and take wormwood-draughts ; fo 
that I muft not venture to appoint a day (but 
Mr. and Mrs. Wymondefold, who fend their 
beft compliments, will go with me to the 
Leafowes) ; but will fend a fervant to let 
you know which day we fhall go-, which 1 
wait for with impatience, and it fliall be as 
foon as ever the fever leaves me. We will dine 
with you, and lie at Birmingham. 

After this dull narrative, I can only thank 
you for your very agreeable letter, which is 
(as yours always are) very obliging, polite, 
and entertaining. Pardon me for not attempt- 
ing to anfwer it elegantly : but beMeve mc 
truly 

Your moft obliged 

and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER 
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[Letter lv. 

iSIR, Thurfday Night; 

THE firft good night I have pafled thefe 
laft three weeks, was laft night : and 
thfi firft ufe I make of the return of my health 
is to acquaint you of it^ and to appoint Moiw 
day next, (if agreeable to you) for Mr. and 
Mrs. Wymondefold and I to dine with you j 
^ alfo Outing, if his St. Anthony's" Fire 
(allows him to be here on Saturday. We 
{>ropofe going in the morning to the Leafowes, 
and lying at Birmingham (whither perhaps 
yotir will accompany us) j and fliall be glad 
if you approve of thefe fchcmes. Could we> 
fcie Lord t)iidlcy*s Exoticks befides ? but no 
matter; it is you we want to fee, and your 
charming retreat. 

As to my letter, it is not worth your read- 
ing *, and as I (who ftill live upon viper-broth) 
dm not joyous enough to make it more worth 
ipenifing, I accompany it with one I received 
t^day from the Duchcfs of Somcrfet.— Were 
yott at Mr. Miller's Ball in his Gothic Room ? 
He is fending to Bii'mingham for cannon-balls, 
Qjk and 
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and fuch like military ftore, to defend his 
Caftlc. 

Pardon this fcrawl of fcrawls, and believe 
me 

Yours faithfully, 

H. LuXBOROVCH. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wymondcfold*s bcft com- 
pliments.— We pray for fair weather to be on 
Monday. 



LETTER LVL 

S I R» Barrclls, November 28th« lyfOm 

THIS day I have ventured down ftairs 
for the firft time, and have no com- 
plaints at prefent but weaknefs, which- wants 
to be aflifted by a more ferene iky, a better 
appetite, and more found fleep; all which I 
wait for with tolerable patience. This ftep 
from my chamber to my parlour appears to 
me a ftep of confequence ^ and I write to ac- 
quaint you of it, as I am vain enough to 
believe it will give you pleafure; and alfo, 
as it is a duty incumbent upon me to return 

my 
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my carlicft thanks to the friends who moft 
. intereftcd thcmfelvcs in my illnefs, and moft 
wifhed for my recovery 5 which I cannot 
doubt but you did very fincercly, as j^ou 
gave yourfelf the trouble to write, and fend 
twice, though from fo great a diftance, at 
this feafbn, and notwithftanding the illnefs of 
your trufty Tom ; who is I hope quite free from 
his complaints. Dr. Wall of Worcefter was 
my phyfician; and I think him a very inge- 
nious man : he and Mr. Holyoak were obliged 
to be fpeedy, to prevent a mortification in the 
bowels; but after five or fix days, I believe 
the danger of that was over. A flow fever 
has tormented me almoft ever fince: but as 
I am now determined to fhake off all comr 
plaints, I muft implore your afliftance: for 
what can contribute fo much to the recovery 
gf the body as the entertainment of the mind 
(particularly where the Ipirits and nerves have 
been much ^fiTefted) ? And what can entertain 
mine fo much as your agreeable converfation ? 
I leave the confequence of this argument 
to be drawn by yourfelf; from whom I always 
expert what is generous and humane, without 
fear of being difappointed. I cxpeft you then, 
as foon as your own affairs permit, to vifit one, 
who is fo lately returned from the Banks oif 
<^3 Styx, 
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Styx, that flie remembers littk of any thing 
that paffed before flie went there, only the 
frkndlhip you gave her fo many proofs of; 
and for which fhe will always retain due gra- 
titude in fpite of all the waters Lcth^ can 
produce. This is faying that you may de- 
' pend. Sir, upon more fipcerity than one com^ 
monly meets with at the end of a letter ^ 
therefore I will not adulterate mine with com-r 
mon-place compliments.'^Adieu till we meet 
at Barrells, and let it be foon. 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

The Doric Pediment is begun ; and a little 
alteration I have made in my hall is com- 
pleted, which will fhew rthe intended pediment 
to fome advantage within doors. 



LETTER LVII. 

'SIR, Barrclls, Twelfth-day, 1750. 

THESE few lines are only to ex;pre(s my 
uneafinefs at not receiving an anfwer 
to the letter I wrote yoo a month ago, to ac, 
quaint p\j of my 'recovery^ and that I hope4 
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fo fee you here, and to thank you for your 
kind enquiries when I was ilL The apprehen- 
f\on of your being ill yourfelf makes me write 
again j for Aris, whom I enquired of, fent me 
jvord he believed you was at the Leafowes. — 
I have only to add my fincere wifhes for your 
health, happinefs, and pleafure, both at, this 
.feafon and all others ; ^d beg you will not 
ceafe to think me, as I really am. Sir, 

Your fincere friend, and 

moft obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 
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SIR, Bamlls, Monday, January 28th> 1750. 

TH E favour of a vifit from you, at any 
feafon, but more particularly in this rigid 
one, demands my earlicft thanks ; and the 
little diforder you complained of here makes 
pie anxious %o hear of your perfeft recovery, 
and of your good journey home: therefore I 
begin my enquiries this day, though probably 
^t may not be in my pow^r (o fend my letter 
0^4 before 
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before Thurfday, when fome honeft butcher 
or other may poiffibly convey it to Birming- 
ham. But I was unwilling to defer even thofc 
few days writing j for my late lUn^fs and your 
journey into Berklhire have caufed fiKh k 
chafm in our correfpondence, that I am im- 
patient to have it filled up^ I could wifli a 
daily courier was to go between the Lea- 
fowes and Barrells : yet it is happy for you 
that the cafe is otherwifej for my defire to 
receive letters from you would certainly make 
me felfilhly troublefome, by forcing mine 
upon you •, which at beft are not much worth 
reading, and can be no other than ftupid, wh^n 
wanp pf cpnverfatioB ah4 of agrcp^ble objefts 
deprive me of every thing amufing, and furnilh 
me with no ideas : no more ideas than thq 
Pyramids of Egypt afforded to Dr. Perry; 
which he affured Lord Chefterfield were none 
at alL-rrrA propos to his Lordlhip •, he is not 
the author of the CEconomy of Human Life. 

I was agreeably fupprized yefterday with a 
vifit from Df, Wall, who dined with me, and 
returned to Worcefter. He talked to me of 
a Poem that I am impatient to fee : he had it 
in the manufcript, and has it alfo in print; 
}3Ut it was publifhed for the Public but an 

Saturday 
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Saturday laft : the author is Mr. Cambridge, 
the gentleman who entertained the Prince 
end Princefs of Wales fo elegantly laft fummer 
at his Seat on the Severn s as you muft have 
re^d in the News-papers. The title of the 
Poem is, I think, Tbfi Scribkriad^ an Heroic 
Poem. The fubjeft is the fuppofcd travels and 
adventures of Scriblerus 5 of which Dr. Wall 
named no particulars but one, which was hi6 
being enamoured with a Princefs, whom he 
meets in a Gothic Caftle : and I imagine this 
Poem is not calculated to pleafe Mr. Miller, 
and the reft of the Gothic gentlemen -, for this 
Mr. Cambridge exprefles a diflike to the in- 
troducing or reviving taftes and falhions that 
are inferior to the modern tafte of our country. 
The Frontifpiece to this Poem Dr. Wall pre- 
•fented Mr, Cambridge 'with : and as it is the 
Dodtor's own drawing and inventing, I did 
not think it civil to alk the defcriptipn of it ; 
fo I wait, till I can get the book, to judge of it ; 
and fhould be glad to have your judgment of 
it, when you have feen and read it. He fays 
the Poem is all finifhed : but I do not know 
whether this, which is publilhed, is more thaji 
the firft part. — ^^Ve talked of the Leafowes : 
lit wilhed to fee it, 4n4 feen^ed to regret th^t 

his 
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}ii$ bufioe^ d(cprived him of the ple^re of 
going to fee the places he fhouM rclUh. If be 
has as gregt a i^lifh for money ^ Dr. M ^ ^ 

the misfortvine he coinplains of will be none 
to him : but I rather im^ine him nQt to be 
pf th^t ipjf ceffive craving temper. 

As one is ftill wiihing for what one has not, 
I wilb for 6nc weather, kaves on the treesj^ 
flowers ill the Shrubbery, and all other the 
gay produces of fpring, and with them yoiy 
company^aod Mr, Whiftlei^s under my Double 
Dak, Am I not exorbitant in ray wifhes ? Half 
4;hefe pleafures at a time might fuffice, one 
would think ; but I am fo angry at being de- 
prived of them, that I cannot be aj^aied 
without enjoying them all. In the mean time 
I an> freezing by the fire-fide, which fcorche^ 
without warming ; and my ink is as frozen a^ 
«ny hands and my ideas. Your genius, Sir^ 
does not freeze fo eafily ; therefore I hope, ia 
fpite of winter, you will employ it for tfae 
benefit of the Public, or at leaft for that of 
your friends, and not let your pen, ink, and 
paper remain ufeleis. It is a crime, you know^ 
to bury a talent. 

When I receive a letter from the Ducheis 
of Somerfet, I will impart it to you, to make 

amends 
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iunends for the barrennefs of my own, which 
has but one merit, and that is the veracity 
with which it affures you of my being 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROVGH,' • 



LETTER LIX, 

8IR, Barrells, February I3tli, 1750-51* 

AS the froft is gone, (the good efFe6fes of 
which change I feel in my Jiealth) I 
hope your ink is thawed, which I am perfuaded 
has hitherto been froze ; for I am iure your 
genius cannot freeze, and I believe your 
friendfliip to be as warm as that : therefore 
pan impute your cold filence to nouhing but 
the ftagnation of your ink ; but hope -now 
fomeAreams of it will flow this way, in return 
for thofe I fent you from my ink-^bottle a fort* 
night ago. I ought perhaps to have waited 
(ill I heard from you, before i troubled you a 
fecond time ; but I was impatient to fend you 
the Draught I promifed to fend about to War- 
wick, for your fatisfadtion as well as my own, 
i believe you will think (as 1 do) five guineas 
Q very 



ts6 LADY LUXBOROtJGH's 

very dear : at leall I think it too much to give 
for a glafs-frame for fuch an humble edifice 
as mine. The larger Daught Mr. Hands fent 
me, and the fmall one Mr. Moore the ftucco- 
man fent: whether they employed the fame 
carver, I cannot tell. I find a (lighter fort than 
either of the three will be three guineas. I' 
imagine you could draw fomething genteeler 
than either, which might come to lefe. The 
propofal for ftuccoing my little pafTage makes 
it come alfo to more than I expefted. Moore 
(who has lately been at London) talks to me 
of a Ibrt of ftucco-paper, which I had never 
heard of; and fays Lord Foley has done his 
Chapel in Worcefterftiire with it (the ceiling at 
Jeaft). By bis defcription, the paper is ftamped 
fo deep as to projeft confiderably, and is very 
liiick and ftrong; and the orqaments are all 
detached, and put on feparately.— As fuppoie^ 
for e^^^mple, it were the pattern of a common 
ilucco-paper, which is generally a mofaic 
fprmed by a rofe in ^ kind of oftagon : it feems, 
in this new way one of thefe rofes is to be 
bought fingly ; fo you have as many in num- 
ber as the placp requires, which are pafted 
up feparately, and then gilt: the ornaments 
for ?he cornices are likewife in feparate pieces, 
and, when finifhccj, gannot:, I fqppofe, be knowa 
lo from 
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from fretwork. The difficulty, and confe- 
quently the expence, muft be in putting up 
thefe ornaments, which, as I linderftand, muft 
be done by a man whom the Paper-feller fends 
on purpofe from London : but perhaps your 
ingenuity might avoid that, if you could fee 
any finiflied. 

. The Duchefs of Somerfet is going on (as fhe 
writes me word) with the Chapel flie is making, 
which was a large Drawing-room. She gives 
300/. for the three windows for it ; which are 
ftained glafs, done |by one Pries, ,z mofaic with- 
out figures, and of a Gothic form, and all 
the ftucco in the fame tafte, and ornamented, 
—Her Grace (ays dierc is an inundation of new 
books. She comniends Mr. Fielding's £n« 
quiry into the Caufe of the Increafe of Street- 
Robberies : and Ihe talks of a copy of Verfes 
wrote in a Country Church- Yard; but fup- 
pofes I have feen that, though not printed.— « 
I wrote you word before, that Dr. Wall had 
dined with me, and recommended the Scribe 
leriad :— and here I muft end my fcribble, 
for want of room. 

Yours, &c. 

H. LvxboroughJ 

. Prfty fend back the Draughts. 

LETTER 
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NOT oiie fingle line or word have I tt^ 
ceived from you fince I had the plcahct 
offering yotfj except yotif letter of the 20th, 
t^hich IS imperfeft to me^ becatffe it alludes ta 
#hat yotr had fjtrou bcforcr, aftd miagined I hsd 
ftad. The fofe of the fhortcift fentencc of ytrtn* 
would be regretted byme; judge then hoi? mucfr 
1 Kgret af fetter wtnch you tdll me was very 
long. I cffrty thofe whdfe' hands it has fallen 
ititor; and yet it is perhaps doing an injuffice, 
and envying people wh6 are not cap^fe of 
refilhing what tRey enjoy^: for moft yrohii^^ 
it is fbme butcher's or farmer's clowttlfh fer-^. 
vaht, who is poflcflfed of this treafure, which he 
. would gladlj^ part with for half a pint of a!e^* 
and which IfliddSd thrrik 'not too dear to re^^ 
trievc with a llogftiead* ot diampaigne : but 
fear it is irretrievable, and do not khoW 
where to enquire* " 

Mais voye3 un peu la bizarrerie du Sort! 
voila cette lettre qui arrive precifement dans 
rinftant que je vous man& qu^elle eft perdije : 

ccla 
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ccla redouble le plaifir que me donnc tout ce 
qui vient de vous. Mais en verite, Monfieur, 
votre lettrc eft en elle-meme trop bonne pour 
avoir befoin de cet affaifonnement ; ainfi je vous 
fupplie de chercher a Tavenir des couriers un 
peu plus alertes : pour moi j 'imagine que cette 
lettre tant attendue eft venue fur le dos de 
quelque lima9on ; car il n'y a qu'un meffager 
de cet efpece qui ait pA mettre treize jours 
a venir de chez vous ici. Ah que cqla fait 
langiur ! et de plus, ces retardemens rompent 
fe fil de la convcrfation qu'on tache d'imiter par 
one correfpondance rcguliere-, et puis cotnmc 
tout cKange dans ce monde (et encore plus 
fouvent en Angleterre qu'ailkurs) ce que Ton 
mande dans une lettre qui marche fi lentement, 
nc fe trouve plus le fait, lorfqu'on la refoit: 
Par cxemple, Monfieur, vous me parlez de la 
gelee, et je rejois cette nouvelle dans un orage 
de pluie ; ainfi du refte : il n'y a que de.notre 
amitie dont j*ofe repondre de la ftabilite : j'aurois 
du repondre feulement de la mienne, mais jc 
veux me flatter que vous ne me. dcdirez pas, 
Monfieur, qifand j'y joins la votre. 

Vous avez voulu que je vous ccrivifle cm 
Franfois, et je vous obeis d'abbrd, au depens 
de la reputation que j'ai de poflcder dettc 
langue j car vous direz Iftrement, aprcs avoir 

CL8 m 
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Ifl ce que j'ecris, qu'il n*y a ricn de moins 
vrai que Teloge qu'on me donne. Mais pour 
vous, Monfieur, c'eft je crois de PArabe que 
vous m'ecrivez ; je ne comprend rien a ces 
Meflieurs et Dames les Glums, les Gawries, &c. 
car non feulement ce larigage, et le livre oii 
vous le prenez, me font inconnus, mais je n'a* 
vols jamais oui dire qu*on en eiit donne un 
dans ce go6t au Public; et j'eufle encore 
moins devine qu'il auroit ete dedie a mon 
amie Madame de Northumberland. L'auteur 
ne me paroit pas trop delicat dans la compa- 
raifon qu*il fait de cette Comtcfle a Madc- 
moifelle la Gawry (ailee comme une chauve- 
fouris) : il faut efperer que fon efprit a plus 
d*agremens que fa figure. Je veux me fair^ 
acheter cette piece extraordinaire ; en attendant 
je m'en vais lire le Scribleraid, qui a ete aufli 
long-tems en voyage que votre lettre. Je lis 
ce qu*on imprime avec bien plus de plaiiir, 
lorfque vous voulez bien m*en dire votre 
jugement 5 c'eft un bon guide pour cmpecher 
le mien de s'egarer.— Voulez vous f9avoir 
pourquoi vous vous ennuyez plus qu*a Per* 
dinaire cet hyver ? C'eft que vous n'ecrivez 
point; pas un petit mot de poefie! donnez 
nous du moins quelque petit madrigal : ne 
foycz pas fi pareflcux, Monfieur, je vous en 
6 prie ; 
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|)ric ; vous verrcz que ccla vous occupera, €t 
vous aurez de plus le plaifir d'en faire a vos 
amis et amicsj ct d'etre loue par tous les \>om 
connoiffeurs : n*cn voila-t-il pas affez pour vous 
fait3^ prendre la plume ? vous, qui en fjavez 
faire fi bon ufage« A propos, mon petit livre 
verd oil eft-il ? mon Dieu ! comme il fe fait 
attendre! et ces jolies miniatures, que ne les 
puis-je revoir ! je vous promets, Monfieur, que 
vous aurez beau faire, vous ne les rattraperet 
pas comme Tautre fois % depechez vous done dc 
me faire cejoli prefent: Monfieur— ne fe fait 
pas tant prier j il imprime volontiers, et vous 
nt voulel ni compofer, ni imprimer. Cela s*ap- 
pelle cacher fes talens : en v6rite) quand on en a 
comme vous, et qu'on ne s'en fert pas pour le 
prc^t des autreS) cela merite punition, autant 
que Favarice d'un homiHe qui auroit des mil- 
lions, et qui ne depenferoit pas un fou. Si ma 
belle le^on avoit k bonheur de vous corriger^ 
Monfieur, le Public m'en auroit unc obligation 
fenfible : en tout cas ne prenez pas en mauvaia 
part mes petits confeils. 

Votre defiein pour la bordure du miroir eft 
fort joli ; et tout ce que vous tn dites- eft fort 
vrai : mais eh verite k trou pour kquel ccs 
orh«nens fe dcvoient faire ne les vaut pas. 

Vous faices de) compUmens a Monfieur Hall; 
R vous 
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vous ne fjavez done pas qu*il y a un mois qu'H 
eft a Briftpl, avalant a longs traits de grands 
vcrrcs d*eau, parceque fon frere en a befoin, 
ct qu'il n'en a point ; il m'ecrit, et jc refois fcs 
Icttres le cinquicme jour, et les votres le trci- 
zieme : L'on vous croiroit aux Antipodes, fi Pen 
jugeoit par vos couriers tardifs : j'ai envie d*cta» 
blir unc pofte entre vos champs et les miens.*— 
Que ne trainons- nous des pigeons a cet ufagc ? 
Mais dans ce pays barbare on les tucroit 
peut-etre, et nous ne nous confolerions pas dc 
nos pauvres colombes et de nos lettres facri* 
fiees. 

Ce que vous dites dc la Bienjeance du 
theatre Francois eft fort vrai; les meilleures 
chofes fe peuvent outrer, et cela empechc 
fouvent des failHes que les auteurs n'oferoicnt 
mettre, et qui rendroient fouvent Icurs pieces 
plus agrcables.— Je plains, comme vous, ce4 
pauvres Mexiquains -, et je detefte ces conque- 
rans, autant que les Chinois dcteftent les mit 
fionnaires. 

Je vous felicite d'etre delivre du jardinier dc 
Hagley j vous vous y promenercz plus a votrc 
aife, comme moi, depuis que j'ai chafle le mien:. 
Qu'ils s'en aillent planter des choux en Acadic^ 
s'ils veulent. 

Happily for yoUj Sir, Mr. Scfiblerus enters 
9 my 
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Wy thaniber, and relieves you from mom 
French nothings: for fuch one may call the 
things I fay. I fhall foon be like Dr. Perry, 
and have " no idpas at all j" for what fhould 
produce them ? My tongue and ears have 
been ulelefs a great while, and my eyes are em- 
ployed ever upon the fame objedts, except 
when I read ; and as I have had no new books of 
kte, fo have I no new ideas. Je les attends {ces 
idees) d la premiere Hirondelle : and in the mean 
time beg you will make much ufe of your pen 
whiift the weather prevents your making ufe of 
your legs -, for when once you can range about 
your delightful walks, adieu Standifli. 

Prefent my compliments to your laft new 
cafcade, which I beard^ but never faw ; and 
aflure her I will pay my refpefts next time 
before fun-iet, and will make a long vifit. 
The laft was only leaving one^s name at a 
door. 

If any body finds this letter (which may ,be 
the cafe) at fome ale-houfe between this arid 
Birmingham, I fancy they will hang it up with 
the ornaments of their kitchen-chimney, and 
admire it as we do exotics •, not for their 
beauty, but their oddnefs or im;gularity j or, as 
fome Ladies do their dogs, for their uglinefs : 
but if it reaches you, I hope you will value it 
R 2 for 
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for its fimplicity and fincerity, which fpeaks the 
friendflrip and the real efteem with which I am at 
all times^ and in whaterer language I fpeak it, 
Sir, 

Yo\ir obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LtT^BOROUCH. 

Let me hear from you foon.— Keep the books 
as long as you pleafe. If you care for French 
Letters, I can lend you Bufly Rabutin's ; which 
will give you an idea of what is accounted a 
good ftyle to imitate : for Voiture is ftuJBSsd 
with wit, but is too formal to pleafe* 
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S t R» Bqoiftoxi paft Midtoight, i7;o-5f • 

THE faithful Tom did not arrive here til! 
late ; and (contrary to culbom) I was not 
zlonCj having Mi*, ahd Mfs. Holyoak eating a 
barrel of byfters with me ; after which we 
fupped. They are juft gortfr-Hlt is twdvt 
o^clock — I muft go to bed par orirh h mldtcin^ 
whether fick or well. Ytfur nfian muft return^ 
as he fays, in the mornirtg; ib my dniWtr to 
yours muft be defend till I fend ttiy ittrzrit 
7 to 
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to you with it ; which fhall be in a Ihort time, 
•—I am obliged to you for liking my French 
letter. As to my thinking in French when I 
wrote it, I certainly did, and ever do when I 
write in that language \ but hope you do not 
mean that I think with the fame infincerity they 
fure accufed of, though yoy accufb me of their 
exceffive complaifance '^ of which J am rather want- 
ing than guilty. 

I fcarched for the Green Book in your 
packet, and found only the Red Book, which I 
have not had time to open. The Ode to the 
Duchefs I juft read over, and faw enough of it 
to make me wifh it finifhed and fcnt. The 
correftions will, -I dare fay, take very little 
time, therefore the tafk is ihort, and mine will 
be pleafing to fend it to Her Grace. Percy 
Lodge ihould be diftinguifhed, as fhe has 
diftinguiflied herfelf by preferring it to gran- 
deur. Were Ihe to change, (which I dare fay 
will not be the cafe) it would be no blame to 
the Poet, nor to the Friend. 

The letter of yours, which lay fo long, you 
had not diredled, as ufual, To Mr. JVilliams^ at 
Birmingbam^ which caufed perhaps the delay: 
the beft way would be to direft to him, without 
mention of me, and inclofe your letter to me in 
that cover ; and if any reafon prevents tbat^ 
R 3 you 
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you might dired to Mr. Williams, &c. to be 
tranfmitted to mc : for if my name is firft^ 
thofe ftupid meffengers, who are cur only 
Mercuries, read no farther ; nor do they know 
what that means. — I am glad to find you defign 
rpe a letter in French. Be aflurcd that, in 
whatever language you write, you will equally 
oblige your fcrawling, but fincere, 

Humble and obliged fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER LXIL 

SIR» A Barrellsy ce Mecredi> 13 Mars, i750-i» 

PUIS QJJ E vous etes dans le gout de. la 
profe Franfoife, je vous promets, Mon- 
fieur, que vous en aurez autant qu'il vous plaira 
de la mienne : mais je vous avertis par avancc 
que vous la trouverez une tres mauvaife mar- 
chandife; et que vous la payerez trop chcr 
avec votre bon Anglois, et votre bon fens. 
Mais enfin il faut vous. fervir a votre mode, et 
j'aurois grand tort de m*en plaindre : au con- 
traire, comme le profit fera pour moi, je vous 
en fuis aufli redevable que le feroit un trafiqueur 
a qui Ton donneroit des lingots d'or, en echangc 

pour 
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pour du clinquant.— Continuons done ce com- 
merce tant que vous voudrez, 'fy tope de bon 
coeur. 

Au refte, Monfieur, je me reproche mon 
impolitefle— En premier lieu, je crois avoir man- 
que a remercier Monfieur votre Frere de fon 
fouvenir obligeant, en vous priant de vous char- 
gcr de compliments pour lui de ma part ; mais 
lorfque minuit a fonne, I'on fe croit difpenfe des 
regies de la politeflc. Ah que voila une mau- 
vaife excufe ! 

Seconde impolitefle. Je ne vous ai rien re- 
pondu fur ce que vous m'avez demande a Pe- 
gard du portrait de feu notre ami Monfieur 
Somervile j mais auffi vous pouvez repondre 
pour moi, puifque vous devez etre perfuade 
que vous n'avez qu'a ordonner, et le portrait' 
vous fera confie dans Pinftant 5 car je me fais 
toujours un grand plaifir de vous en fairc, 
quelque petit qu'il foit. Je compte vous Pen- 
voyer par un de mes gens avec votre petit livre 
rouge, lorfqpe je m'en ferai bien amufee. Et 
lorfque j'irai chez vous, j'aurois prefqup en vie 
d'y porfer mon propre portrait fait le meme 
jour que le fien, et dcfline par le meme homme. . 
Ce Mopfieur, dont vous me parlez, vou- 
droit bien peut-etre fcdonner la peine d*cn faire 
|a copie. On dit qu'il y a beaucoup d« ref* 
R 4 fembjancc. 
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ietnblance, mais rhahiUemeat gate tout ; c^ft 
celui dc la Reinc d*Ecoffe dl cUc porte un 
chapcau pointu qui lui tombe fur Ic front et 
qifti le lui cache. Pour changer cettc coiffure, 
il faudroit que votre homme vit le deflus dc mon 
propre front pour en faire fon modeUe» quelquc 
mauvais que foit cc dit modcUe ! 

Du rcfte dc votre lettre qu'ai je encore a par- 
Icr ? Oh ! vous me demandez moa opinion du 
Scribleriadt, en veritc il me plait fort, ^ le poeme 
dc Monfieur Whitehead audi. Mais qu^nd je 
dis forty ce n'eit pas que ks fujets me plaifeht; 
je fuis comme vous pour Tallegorie 5 c'eft ce 
qui me touche le moins en fait de vers, Je vous 
envoirai, fi vous voulez, tous les fix livres du 
ScriMeriadj lorfqu'ila feront imprimes, car je ka ai 
fait demander a Dodfley. Vous avez vu fans 
doutc ces vers ecrits dans une cimctiere, done 
notre Ducheffe m'avoit parlc ; ils me plaifent 
beaucoup.-^A propos dc cette Dame, me la pri- 
vez pas, je vous en fupplie, de cctte ode que 
vous lui aviez dcftinee j foyez plus content de vos 
ouvrages, et vous vous determinerez d^abord j 
vous trouverez meme que vous ferez approuvc 
d'elle et de tous les bons connoiffeurs. Je Tai 
relu vingt fois, et je ne m*en raffafie point : 'fi 
j'y trouvois quelque chofe qui nc njc parut pas 
propre a lui etre envoy^, je vous le dirois tout 

naive- 
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naiviement. Vous remarquez trcs bicn qu'il 
feroit a propos de faire allufion aux environs 
de fa dcmcure, et que ccla s'introduiroit tout 
naturcUement dans Pendroit o& vous avez mis 
cctte marque J : ^t je trouve que vous feric* bien 
de changer ou de rayer les deux lignes que Y0U5 
avez diftingue par cette autre marque ♦ ; niftis 
retenez, je vous prie, les deux lignes que vou$ 
avez ecrites avec un crayon feulement ; dies font 
felon moi, une fin fort jufte, Je puis approu- 
vcr mieux que je ne fjaurois critiqucr: j*ap. 
prouve, ou je defapprouve ordinairement en 
gros, car je ne me fens pas capable d*expliquer 
pourquoi un endroit me plait plus qu'un autre, 
lorfque je lis des vers, non plus que quancj 
j'cntends jouer une piece de mqfique -^ ct ce- 
pendant le hazard fait quelquefois que je troyvc 
hon ce qui eft bon, et mauvais ce qui eft mau- 
vais. 

Juft at this place of my letter, Capuin Ro^ 
binfon comes in from Worcefter to ftay the reft 
of the week with me j fo I muft defer fending 
my letter till the next. 



LETTER 
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SIR, Wcdnefday, March 20th, 17S0-5 1^ 

THIS fliould go by my fcrvant, accompanied 
by the Red Book, the Ode, and Mr. 
Somervile*s Pifture; but I cannot i^are any 
body to go till the ne^t week is over, as J 
ifend my coach, &c. to Warwick with our 
High Sheriff; upon which occafion plowing 
aijd fowin^ muft ftand ftill : but preparations 
for it go on this wc?k.— Captain Robinfon ftaid 
iRrith me about four days ; and it was a pkafure 
to me to converfc with any body who couH tell 
me what paffes in the world ; for I live fo much 
out of it, that I am almoft as ignorant as a Sa- 
vage. He l(ked my urn to Mr, Somervile very 
well 5 and talking about motto's, he faid that, 
^f he ever erefted an urn to a friend, he would 
vfe the following, which is in a copy of Verfes 
t)f the Revd. Mr. Shipley's, and which he had 
not about him ; but will fend them me.-r-AH 
that gentleman writes is Miltonic. 



tD^ 



€€ II Oh worthy longcft Days ! 

** For thee ihall flow the folitary Tear, 

•« And thoughtful Fricndfliip fadden o'er thy Um,*^ 



I trhink^ 
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1 think, if I may pretend to judge, that there 
are four very moving lines in the Epitaph whicii 
follows the Elegy wrote in a Country Churcb* 
yard : I mean the following ; 

m 

^* Large was hbBoantyy and his Sod iincere; 

** Heav'n did a Recompence as largely fend : 

** He gave to Misery all he had, a Tear ; 

«< He gain'd fromHeav'n ('twas all he wifh'd) a Friend..^ 

I have been to-day all over my Gardens and 
Coppice, and find the former in very nice ordcr> 
by the indefatigable care of my Scotch gardener i 
but the feafon has not favoured his labours'*: 
however, I believe you will find a great amend- 
ment in the appearance of it. The Coppice is 
juft ready to produce the fpontaneous gifts of 
Nature, which will adorn its banks moft beau- 
tifully in lefs than a month's time : but you 
never will honour it with a vifit in Spring, fo 
that Flora murmurs at you yearly. I wifh 
you would come about that time; and hope 
you would find Captain Robinfon here, for he 
expefts a field-officer to releafe him ; at pre- 
fent he is commanding-officer, and therefore 
tie4 by the leg. I Ihewed him nothing of 
yours but your Autumn, which he likes vaftly^ 
both as to the turn of thought, and the verfi- 
ficatioh i but joins with me in loving the 

autuma 
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autumn feafon, notwithftwding you prefer all 
the others to it. I have had the greater reafon 
to admire it, becaufe I have generally vifited the 
Leafowcs about that time : but I prppofe my 
vifit this year to t>e earlier, and before the bor- 
ders of your ftreams are deprived of their flow- 
ery ornaments.'^My Brother Bolingbroke has 
fent me, it feems, the moft exquifite forts of 
melon-feeds, and of lettuce.— Mr. Hall has got 
me feeds of the greateft curiofity of a flower 
which the world produces, if I can but raife it. 
The merchant ftiewed him one pod only, which 
IS as big as a pine-apple, and perfumes a room 
even now it is not in flowen He has alfo got 
me a water-engine, made of Lignumvitae, which 
will water my garden with much eafe. Wc ex^ 
peft him home next Saturday. — The fnow-drop, 
to which Mr. Whiftler pays fo genteel a com- 
pliment, I have alfo had given me, as double 
a$ a yellow rofe. My gardener defigns to raife 
fome Spanifti Broom from feed ; and you may 
command what you pleafe of it. So much for 
gardening. — This being a moft ftupid letter, 
here let it end, and free you from the trouble of 
reading any thing more than the afllirances of 
my efteem and friendlhip, on which you may 
depend. 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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P. S. Outing goes to London next Monday^ 
from Somervile's Afton, with the two Mefirs* 
lleynalds and Sir Robert Cocks. Will. Rey* 
tialds is married to Mr. Durham's daughter, of 
the Paper-mills ; and the Bride is to be left at 
Wooton.—- I never faw any thihg of Dr. Wall's 
drawing but his Frontifpiece to Hervey's Me- 
ditations, which I did not like, and now thid 
to the Scribleriad : but Captain Robinfoft fays 
that the Dolor's Rooms are adorned with his 
own Works : but he did not fay a great deal in 
commendation of them. Mais k defein ffe/t pa$ 
fm metier ; ilfaut done hi laiffirfes 0itwage4 4n a 
^ptrepourfon propre amufemeM. 
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$ t R, April i6. 

YOUR apology for keeping Tom Jones 
is needlefs : I do, and fhall do the fame 
by you *, and you may command any, or all 
my books for yourfelf and your friends, fans 
ceremonie. That upon Gardening I ihould be 
glad to fee; and it may be'ufeful to me xA 
laying out the additional Shrubbery, as pro- 

pofed ; 
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pofcd; though I ihall not cmbcUifli it with 
Minerva and Pallas *, nor even with the goddefii 
Flora, nor my little wood with Pan ; nor have I 
a drop of water to admit of fo much as one 
Naifad, though Mr. Jago, in his Paftoral, for- 
merly beftowed fome on me. With you, Sir^ 
they will always dwell ; you make their habi- 
tation fo delightful. You are very good in 
inftru6ling me how to amend mine, and to im- 
prove the limited and fcanty beauties of my fitu- 
ation. Your miftake in calling the Service-Wsdk 
a Zi«^-Walk may prove a lucky hint : for why 
not make one of my Crooked Walks lead to my 
new Lime- Walk, which is planted with Horn* 
beam between, and fo utrind as to go behind it 
into the Lane which is planted with abeles, and 
fo form a Serpentine through them to the 
Coppice, coming in fomewh^re at the farther 
end of it, or behind the Great' Oak ? In the 
mean time, I will fill the Gravel- Walk with 
flirubs, as you propofe, and hide or take away 
the door that leads to the Coppice. Let me 
know if you comprehend my meaning. It will 
make the place private, and furprize more at 
the entrance. — I find I <:an take away the foot- 
road to Henley. This propofal would be 

f Alloding to a blander of Bauy Langlejr's* 

c^pcr 
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thcaper than to make a fence behind the Service^ 
trees. 

I fent for a mafter-workman from Warwick ; 
and we have laid out the ground to receive the 
Pavilion. Regard is had to what you mention 
of the diftance from the trees. There will be 
thirty-eight feet of planting behind the Pavilion^ 
within the hedge. The Ha! Ha! will bound 
the Green from the outfide of the two rows of 
elms ; the floping part to be towards the Green, 
the perpendicular part towards the Pavilion, 
and walled. Four feet of turf will range with 
it before the Pavilion, which is to ftand upon 
two ftone fteps. The gate, which is now on one 
hand of it, and the ftile on the other, to be taken 
away.— The mafon will alter the coves of the 
« niches by the new Summer- houfe. 

* I have made, or rather am making, the court 
before my houfe fo as to drive in with a coach 
from the Green, by enlarging it confiderably ; 
that is, by fetting the palifades back to the 
Green, where there were pofts and rails; and 
alfo adding ten feet to the length. The two 
ftone pillars are taken down, and are fetting up 
^ain at the extremity of the court, viz. even 
with the end of the Aviary, and the corner of the 
Upper Garden, clofe to a tall fir. The pali- 
lades will be very lo\^r, and range all eqyal 

without 
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without (hewing a gatt. I ha?e jordatd 
that none Ihall be in the middle^ for it 
would obftrud the ricw a£ the Pavilion; only 
on each fide two gates will open ^ one to let in 
a coach, and the other to let it out when the 
company is fct down ; but will be imperceptiUc 
V9htn fhut. The two ends of walling I have 
finiflied building. I propofe the court to be 
entirely gravel ; and perhaps the handJbme 
fun-dial, that is in the upper garden, in the 
middle. There will be low white pofts and 
rails round the court, to prevent drunken coach* 
men gcnng down the Terrace.— This is my own 
plan, and I am all over embroidered with daft 
and mortar daily; but ihould prefer it to 
embroidery of another kind, if I thought it 
would pleafe you ; as you are the only txHich^ 
ftone of true tafle that I can haye recouife to 
herc^'^^Lord ArchePs copper Globe and Croft^ 
gilt, are coming by the carrier from London^ 
fyt the Obelifk. 

My Guinea cocks and hens are all dead, cz^ 
cept oneofeach. The ben has laid a few c^; 
but it is impoflible to convey tliem to the Le** 
(owes without being addled. Z will endeavour ii» 
fear yoa two or three young ones, and fend tfacm. 
The late Colonel Peers fent me a baflcetful, verf 
4are£ully) from Stratford ^ but all were ipoiled« 

What 
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What (hall the Pavilion be floored with? 
Where fliall we enter the Coppice ? — ^Adieu : 
the Oxford poftman waits to go to Birming- 
iam. — 1 am at dinner, and going to church. 
Yoiirs fincerely, 

H. LuXborough, 
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^I R, Barrellf^ Monday, April i9th, 1751. 

HA D I been informed, even by a dream, 
that you and your Brother were fufFering 
foch pain of body atid mindy (which muft be 
the cafe when one fuffers for one's friend, as 
vrcU as for one's felf ) I would h^ve fent inime- 
^iately to enquire after you both, and ^lould 
have fufFered great anxiety till my meflenger 
had returned : and even without thefe ills, (un- 
known to me till the 24th inftant) I had fent 
k>ng before to return the Book, the Gde,- &c. 
and to enquire after you -, but not having fo 
pr6fling a reafon as I fhouhl have had, could I 
IwH^e heard of your illncfs,- 1 did delay it, and, I 
<:onfefsy delayed it too long : but it was next to 
iBttpoffible to have done otberwifc i the circum-^ 
S ftantial 



258 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

ftantial reafons for which would make my letter 
a greater torment to you than my filence could 
poflibly be : fo I only fay, that my avocations, 
and thofe of my fcrvants, have been attended 
with fo many rebuffs from weather and difagree- 
able accidents, that I have been ftill obliged to 
defer from minute to minute, day to day, and 
week to week, the bufmefs I would moft wil- 
lingly have done, and the devoirs that I ought to 
have paid my friends •, but my heart has never 
been influenced by difappointments, nor allured 
by any pleafures, to fwerve one moment from 
its fixed attachment to the perfons it has de- 
voted itfclf#and all its flock of friendfhip to. 
Judge then, Sir, whether it can have been as 
ungrateful to you as it appears. Melancholy 
your fituation muft have been, and is there- 
fore now I hope the more joyful by the recovery 
of your Brother ; of which you gave me great 
reafon for hopes. 

Wednefday, May i& 

Just at the break of my letter, I had a good 
deal of company come in ; and two of them 
(Mrs. and Mifs Chambers) came to (lay fome 
time. Their coming obliged me to quit my 
pen; and indeed prevented my fending Joe: 
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..»ut I hop€ nothing will prevent his goi/ig to 
he Leafowes to-morrow morning* 

I beg my beft compliments to Mr. Jofepb 
Shenftone, as does Mr. Hall to you both ; and 
he hopes you are both able to enjoy the beauties 
of your Groves otherwife than through the 
window. He feels the more for you, as he has 
rcafon to fear his Brother ii dying (if not dead 
by this time) at Briftol, where he left him 
exceeding ill. I am glad you have a neighbour 
refembling good Mrs. Holyoak, to attend your 
fick-chamber -, as I have lately experienced the 
comfort fhe was to mine.— I do not know 
Dr. Hervey nor Dr. Wilksj but (hall be as 
inclinable to love him who attended your call^ 
and did his beft fervices, as I fhall be to diflike 
the other, unlefs I hear fome very good reafons 
for his refufing to come at fuch an extremity. 

My correfpondencc , (had it not intermitted) 
would have afforded you no pleafurc: for as 
the cffefts of my mind have as ftrong an influ- 
cnce upon my nerves as yours have, and as I 
have had divers and fundry things to afiedl my 
mind ; fo am I ill company to myfclf, to my 
vifitants, and to my correfpondents. Would 
you make me otherwife, pray haften to give me 
a good account of your health, and of your 
S 2 ^rfifthcr's. 
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Brother's, and fay that you bdicve mc to be, 
as I iincerely am. Sir, 

Your faithful friend 

and humble ienrant, 

H. LuXBO&OVCH. 

P. $• I fancy Pompey the Little may hare 
fcrvcd to amufc your fick>chamber ! 

I fend Mr. Somervilc's Pifture, and will carry 
my own to the Leafowes, tb fee what you can 
get your friend to do about them. 
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SIR, Banclls, Moiida7» May titk^ 1751* 

^OE goes to enquire after your Brother^ 
^ health, which I am willing to hope is 
better ; but cannot fhake off my anxiety till 
I hear it from you. I fincercly pity jr«r for your 
concern, and bitn for whzx. he fuffers. It is, I 
think, fatal to ha\*e a friendihip for wie: nxf 
ill fortune reaches to my friends; and indeed 
if it did futj I ihould not feel its flings as 
flrongly 4LS I do. 

The 
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The weather is intolerable, though in the 
month of A2^; and in fhort, pleaiure and 
happinefs have abfented themfelves from Bar- 
rclls ; and I expeft their return only by good 
news from the Leafowes. Grant me that, and 
believe me to be 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H. LuxBdRotrcH. 

Mr. Hall had the misfortune to lofc Ms 
Brother (who had every good quality requifite 
to his family) on Friday laft, at Six in the even- 
ing. I have not fcen him fince ; but he wrote 
me word at Three in the, morning on Saturday. 
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SIR» Barrells, May zjthy X75t« 

YOU have relieved me from anxious fears; 
for I imputed your fxlence to your having 
no good tidings to impart : but I have now the 
pleafure to read of your Brother's better healthy 
and confequently of your own better fpirits 5 
bath which I rejoice at linccrely^ and h^pe fine 
S 3 weather 
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weather will complete what ycttir great care of 
him has fo far cffefted, as your letter gives an 
account of j which is having done a great deal, 
cohfidcring the fevcrity of his illnefs, of which 
I- hope he will have no relapfe. 

My own fpirits are much lowered by my 
Brother fiolingbroke^s misfortune ; which thun- 
derbolt fell upon him quite unexpedbedly, by 
the injuftice or unfkilfulnefs of French juril- 
prudence, and the chicane of th^r lawyers. He 
Ijas appealed poyv to their parliament, where if 
Jie does not find redrefs, it will be to their dif- 
gracc; byt fo jnuph to bis diptriment, that I 
dre^d the thoughts of it. The French judges are 
partial, even without having the modefty to dif- 
guife their partiality •, and of the cuftomary law 
o f Paris it is faid proverbially, ^e ks formes 
mportent le fond. This iniquitous and abfurd 
judgment, giycn againft my Brother, is upon a 
prefumption that he was married to his late 
Lady before the year 1722, which he was not\ 
though, out of honour and friendlhip, he did too 
much to let it be believed in France : and his 
delicacy is thus rewarded by her own Daughter 
and Son-in-law, who owe him great obligations. 
They take from him 18,500 livres ^ year in 
annuities in thar country, and condetpn hinn to 
pay 306,0^0 livfes to the Marquis dcMontmorin, 

hi5 
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his Daughter-in-law's Hulband. Every livre is a- 
bout one ftiilling; fo the fum is very confiderablc 
to any body, much more to a perfon harraffed by 
attainders, forfeitures, &c.— But ivhy do I har- 
rafs you with all this' account ? it is feemingly 
not the part of a friend to do fo, as your fpirits 
rather want to be cheared: and yet it is a 
ftrong proof of fricndihip 5 for to whom fhould 
one open one's heart and fpeak of one's forrows, 
but to the perfon whom one thinks capable of 
feeling far one ? and of courfe that muft be one 
we have a fricndihip for, and on whofc reciprocal 
friendfliip we depend. 

But now to talk of your favourite (eafon 
Spring: Are you not a little alhamed at the 
^pearance fhe has made this year ? Such an 
advocate as you (he muft furely have forfeited ; 
and where will flie find fuch another ? / tri- 
umph at prefent, and hope Autumn will be fo 
fine as to increafe my partiality to what your 
charming lines had almoft made me defert. 
Before that feafon arrives, I hope to fee the Lca- 
fowes : for I have ufually gone to it later in 
the year than was convenient. I am forry you 
cannot fee my Shrubbery now ; for it is in 
its prime. I am new-laying with fand all my 
Walks in that and the Coppice. My Kitchen- 
Garden is much improved by your having 
S 4 direfkcd 
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direAed it to be lengthened : the Melon Ground 
is alio made warnier and more prij^ate. I am 
going to fence-in the Servicc-Trce Walk from the 
Sheep ; for my new gardener has at laft pontriv^ 
%o keep other intruders out of it by a Ha! Hal 
and high bank he has made acrofs the 
Lane. My Hermitage has been perfeftly dry 
all this wet fcafon, by the alteration I made 
when I thatched it \ and more than this I can- 
not fay, though I feem at prefent in a humour 
to extol my environs: perhaps it is becaufe I 
have been deprived of the enjoyment of them 
by the bad weather, and therefore prize them 
the more, as fome fort of tempers are fondeft 
of their friends when abfent from them, and 
grow tired of them when they have their eosir 
paay. However my refemblancc to thofe 
perfons may be as far as relates to my gardens, 
I do not fay -, but I will affirm I have no refenK 
blanee to them as to what relates to my friends ^ 
for, abfent or prefent, they are always dear to 
me : but their prefence is what I moft wifh for. 
I moft, however, ufe myfelf (or rather am ufcd) 
to love people at a diftance -, for I fee nobody 
near'toibeftow my afFe<?Hons upon. Thofcfcw 
who defer ve them are, for thfe moft part, fnatcHed, 
from nfte by one awkwatd event or other ; and 
I ftldorn find u^ for that member the tongw-, 
'' ' ' ^ ' which 
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which is fuppofed to be ib eflential to women. 
My ears are as ufekfs to me ; for the whiftling 
fnf the winds is their only entertainment : but 
V^y eyes have at prefent an agreeable verdure to 
admire, and forty-three troop-horfes to obfervc 
fcanipcring in my meadow, whicji, with tho 
tent of the grafs-guards, really makes the 
Iccnery pretty from my windows 2 aad, fotitary 
as I am, I neither envy the frequenters of 
Vauxhall nor Ranelagh; and can read of 9 
Jubilee in the News-paper without ori^c wiflbing 
to fee it. My Brother fays that I am almoi^ 
buried civilly befcM-c I am fo naturally; and 
ieems to think of following my exan)ple ; bujp 
that I am forry for. Afy being ciit off from 
ibciety is of no confequence tq it | but bis being 
fo is. 

I would fend you jpompey the Little, if I 
had it ; but the Gentleman who lent ^c me, bor- 
rowed it of another Gentleman, to whom it wa3 
to be returned on a day nAmed. It is entertain^ 
ing enough for fuch a trifle. Fieiding, yov^ 
know, cannot write without humour. Pere«» 
grine Pickle I do not admire : it is by the 
author of Roderick Random, who is a lawyer : 
but the thing whkb makes the book fell, is the 
Jiiftery of Lady V — -, which is introduced (if^ 
the laft volume, I think) much, to 4ier Lady- 

(hip's 
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Uiip*s difhohbur ; biit publifhcd by her own 
order, from her own Memoirs, given to the 
author for that purpofe ; and by the approba- 
tion of her own Lord. What was ever equal to- 
^lis fadt ? and how can one account for it ?— 
I: never read the letters from the charaftcrs in 
David Simple till the other day, though Mrs. 
Fielding publifhcd them four years ago^ 
4od her Brother commends them rpuch. I 
ihink theVilion, at the end of them, is the' 
beft thing in the two volumes.— I cannot telt 
tirho wrote .the Verfes in a Country Church- 
Yard, but I like them well; and think all the 
firft p^rt of the Elegy very beautiful. I cannot 
^c why it did not end at the moft beautiful line: 
ift it.-^— I fend you Mr. Weft upon Education; 
as being the only new thing Dodfley has fent 
me; ,r would eagerly ettibrace any opportunity 
©f contributing to your entertainment, and am 
grieved it is fo little in my power : my few 
correfpondehts at London are too much jtakeii 
up with their ,.own amufements to think of re- 
galing their country friends : nay, I believe 
lew of them think at all, being giddy with the 
whirlwind of diyerlions of which they are in a 
continual rotauon, and impart none of their 
pleafures, not even the relation of them, to us 
C^mpagnoTiisj^ fp t|^at wc7>aye no^hiiig to inx^ 
|o pan; 
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part that is new to each other. The ft^nation 
ef the commodity Scandal^ I zm not forry for 5 
but that of the currency of wit, humour, or 
i ndeed the mere occurrences of the day, we fuffcr 
by : for when they circulate, we give kls way 
to melancholy thoughts, which arc 'too apt to 
prey upon the minds of us reclufe pcoplie^ and 
do us as much hurt in one fenfe, as the people 
of the world's having no thought at all does 
them in anotheri-^But I juft now pca-ccivc that 
i let my own thoughts ramble without bounds, 
ffnd that my pen obeys them to your misfortune. 
I confole myfelf a little in remembering to hive 
heard you fay you loved to receive to$^ letters 
from your friends, Happy (hould I be, were 
you {who to my coft are not) like an Irifhman, who 
being fent with three pence for a letter dircded 
to h5s Matter, fiyly changed it for one he 
faw at the Poft-hOufc, charged fixpence, being 
double i : and though it was directed to another 
Gentkman, brought it homJc to his Mafter, re* 
joicing at his contrivance, as this letter was 
twice as big as thit he cxpefted : Were this, I 
fay, your cafe, the letter I ani writing would 
have fomc merit with you 5 whereas, intrinfically 
it has juft none at all, except its coming from 
a fmcerc Friend^ though ftupid Corrcipon- 
4ent. . - . 

But 
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fiut to continue this rhapfody (which I ad« 
vifc you to throw into the fire before you read 
it) ; I, who uerer was given to fpeak much in 
praiie of Kii^s, cannot but commend the hu« 
iiuuie condud of our own, upon occafion of his 
Btrfs death, and the tendernefs he has (hfwii 
to the Princeis Dowager and. her children. But 
I Med not have excufed my commending Kings, 
fincc the addpns I commend in him are n^ 
owing to hi| Royalty; bid: -when humaniiy i$ 
joined with it, thofe aAion$ ^e moit conipicu* 
0U8, and^ I &ar I might add, more irare.-r*2 am 
afluted {a^prep0i to Kings) th^ the Memoirs of 
the Houic of Brandenburgh ai^ wrote by the 
](ing of VjxJS^ himfelf 1*^ whif:I| makes me willii 
torcadthenit ^ ^ 

Now (jifir^st<y nothing y^ fyid) I muft tell 
j^u lhat.it i9 true Mr. ^^ f ejt 'ftropgly ^ 
^ Brother'3 iltnpffi and 4^^ ^^ waf af^ib»nt 
to him to the ^uno& of .his( poitcr : he haa 
fince been fatigued witk the codtf^qjufnCes of 
tt, which i^dU,. I imagi&e^ coatinue fome time^ 
as he vohuxtarSy talprs the^tl^'Ouble of ^^i^ 
tK:count$^ &Ci with [no ^^ t^ai three or four 
perfbns his 9rot;her,wa9 conc^ned for, viz. the 
^ifliop of XiOndon,. Mn ,39V39g^, Mr. Kendal, 
^nd perh^s more •, buf { 4^ not know. H^ 
yr^ a great lofs to his family y ^nd fince lua 
• " ' death. 
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death, a Sifter of his Ims had a great fhock by 
her Father-in-law being found dead fuddcnly^ 
and in an odd manner •, and by her own only 
dai^hter being at the point of death, which 
ihc was when I heard from our friend Mr. Hall 
laft ; and he feemcd to be in great apprchcn* 
lions at the fear of lofing his Niece. He had 
been knt for to this man's funeral at Birming- 
ham very fuddenly : On Friday laft he went 
to the Vifitation at Warwick, and from thence 
to Harborough, to officiate on Whitfunday^ 
and is expefted home to-night. As foon as I 
fee hrm, I will deliver your kind meflage. 

My own fervant Ann Harrop goes upon 
bufinefs into Chefhire this week* Price is 
obliged to go at Midfumifier into Hereford- 
fhire, and my abfence at the fame time might 
be of ill confequence, as I have this troop of 
horfcs here : but I promifc you folemnly, that 
if my health (which is now very good) permits,. 
I will fpend a few days at theLeafowes^^ which? 
will be the greateft plcafurc to. Sir, 

Your much obliged 

and very humble fervant, 
Henrietta Luxboroifgh. 

My bcft compliments attend your Brother 
iand Mr/ and Mifs Dolman.— Write foon, arid 

I wiU 
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I will lend jwi word when I can go to your 
houie. 

. P.S. Shall I write this ktter over again? 
Yes 5 it is flovenly wrote now.— Wcll^ but I 
never could copy a letter in my life. So be it 
then : Mr. Shenftone winks at faults in friends. 
Mrs. Wymondcfold writes word, (he has not 
forgot your Eau de Jafmin \ but it is not ar* 
rived. She fent me a very little Eau de ASIk- 
fcurs ; of which I fend you a drop. 
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DEAR SIR, Jone i4t]i, 1751. 

1AM fending my horfes to fetch my coach 
from Birmingham, and I take that oppor- 
tunity of enquiring after your Brother's holth 
by letter, though my fervant cannot poffibly 
have time to go to the Leafowes and bring the 
coach home ; but he will leave the letter with 
the trufly Mr. Williams ; and I hope it will 
find you in Ipirits. — I made your compliments 
to Mr. Hall, who is fincerely concerned for 
your Brother's indiipofition ; and wiibes to 

fpend 
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fpend a week with you this fine feafon-, but 
finds himfelf fuller of bufinefs than he could 
have expefted : for befides ferving three 
churches this Whitfuntide, and attending two 
of our Hundreds as Commiffioner of the Land- 
Tax at their meetings, he has had, and ftill has, 
many accounts of his Brother's to make up. 
He finiflied one the other day with Mr. Savage, 
which was of 500/. and looked out all the 
vouchers, and produced them. He is making up 
another with the Biftiop of London ; and there 
is Mr. Kendal befides ; and I believe more 
people : and though his Brother's Honefty and 
Pundluality does not l^ave it a difficult taflc to 
do, yet it takes a great deal of time from a 
perfon who has other employments : but he 
will go to the Leafowes as foon as he has more 
leifure. I long to go there ; and will do fo as 
foon as I poffibly can. I wifli in the mean 
time you faw my Shrubbery now : it is i^ 
more perfection than when you did fee it. 

I have not feen or heard of any thing new 
lately. The King's kindnefs to the Princels 
,and his Grandchildren— the Jubilee Balls— the 
beauty of the two Irifti women, Mifs Gunnings 
(one of whom they fay Lord Coventry has mar- 
ried)— and the untimely death of poor Mr. 
Dalton, who haid all the merit a man can hayej 

and 
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and is murdered by his friend— Thefe, I fajr; 
are all the topics I hear of, or rather read of j 
for I bear nothing : fo adieu. It is the kindefE 
thing not to proceed, after tellinfg you that I 
have nothing entertaining to write. I am, Dotf 
Sir, with the moft fincerc friendfliip. 

Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LuxborouoktJ 

1 wrote you word of my Brother BblmgbrolDe's 
ill fortune in his law-fuit in France. 

My beft compliments to Mr. J'ofcph ShelY^ 
ftonej Mifs Ddman, &c. . 

P. S. I have confidered that it will be mort^' 
fetisfaftory to me to have Joe go to the Lea- 
fowes -, fo I will fend him out the earlier in th* 
morning, that he may make you my com^F* 
ftients in perfon. 

I think I could never forgive myfelf if I harf 
been the caufe (though the Papers calf it inno^ 
tent) of Mr. Dalton's death ; ad Mifs G'—ig 
was, by her fooliQi aftion in giving the fnuff-f 
box be bad given her to Mr. Paul. Mr. Dalton's 
Father had but one other child than this which* 
is now killed, and he was drowned laft year in 
% &ip that funk in bringing hin^ from abroad^ 
2 This 
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This (whofe death is now recent) was a young 
man of great learning, great good nature, great 
honour and fobriety, and a moft genteel beha- 
viour. It was he afted fo well the top part in 
the play Mifs Patty and Mr. Meredith aded at 
London. 



LETTER LXIX. 

S I ft> Afcenion-Day , 1 75 1 • 

THE anxiety of doubt one cannot too foon 
remove ; ^therefore I will not negleft this 
opportunity of enquiring after your Brother's 
health, by the ftate of which your fpirits do 
at prefent ebb or flow, as I imagine; and by their 
influence, your friends mufl: feel pain or plea- 
fure. Your lafl: kind letter relieved me from 
my fears, by fome paragraphs; but increafed 
them by others, efpecially by the latter one. I 
will however hope that I conftrued it in a 
worfe fenfe than there was occafion for ; and I 
Ihould have fent again ere now to be more fully 
informed, had I had it in my power j but bufi- 
ncfs, company, and weather, all impeded : and 
even now, Joe carries this to Mr. Williams; 
T yet 



274 LADY LUXBGROUGH's 

yet does not go on to the Leafowes. Thb ap-* 
pears inhuman ; but fo it muft be : for with 
four of my horfes he conveys my landau to the 
faid Mr. Williams to paint anew, and to get 
mended ; and muft return at night with the 
fame four horfes to Barrells, where he will find 
full forty horfes more •, being thofe of Captain 
Robinfon's Troop, which are to graze here tiU 
winter, if grafs ever appears. Thus harraffed 
with that incumbrance (which might have been 
very pijgfitable) and confined to my chimney- 
corner, withoup a flower to adorn my chimney- 
piece, or a goofeberry my board, I languifti out 
this everlafting winter without fo much as 
prognofticating its end. I did indeed yefterday 
dine with Mrs. Kendal at Stratford, whom I had 
not fcen fince the lofs of her only Son, and hei* 
favourite Sifter: but found the roads, the 
weather, and every thing fo bad, (except her 
company) that I never was fo fatigued in go- 
ing forty or fifty miles in a day. 

If your Brother is better, you will have read 
Little Pompey : It is Fielding's. 

The King's tendernefs and humanity fhewA 
fo ftrongly to the Princefs Dowager and her 
Son, fecms to pleafe every body.— I hear of 
many weddings •, more deaths ; and the latter 
has happened to the afHiftion of feveral I wilh 
9 wel^ 
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Well to : fo that if the remaining part of the 
^ear docs not beftow upon me a fcene of more 
t^leafurej I fliall begin to give up the fentimcnt 
you and I both agreed in,-^Of the equal diftri- 
butions of Fortune's fmiles 01* frowns; Let 
that happen as it will, I think I never had fo 
gobd a chance as now of finding you give up 
your favourite feafon Spring. It has ill re- 
warded your zeal •, and I do not think Autumn 
can poflibly prove equally ungrateful to mine : 
but let feafons vary as they lift • my affedion 
to my friends varies not •, for they will find mc 
(as long as I enjoy life) immutable ; as I hope 
Jrou, Sirj do me the juftice to believe I am, in 
my regard for you, and my good wifhes for 
yourperfeft happincfs.-^I cannot make a truer 
ending : fo be it^ 

H. LirXBOROUGH, 

P. S. My compliments attend Mifs Dolman," 
and my good wifhes Mn Jofeph Shenflione^ 
Mr. Hall exprefled his when t faw him four 
days ago : fince, which the Father of a Brother- 
in-law of his was found dead at Birmingham i 
which muft have been a frefli concern to him 
on his Sifter's account; and his family have 
had an irreparable lofs in his Brother^ who died 
Ta lately J 
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lately ; which lowering of fpirits makes every 
new event more fore, at leaft fo I feel, and I 
fancy none are hardened by misfortunes but 
thofe who were hardened by nature. 
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Barrells, Wednefdayy July ioth> 1751. 
DEAR SIR, 

MY not having anfwered yours, of the 
14th ultimo, is owing to the hopes you 
gave me of furprizing me agreeably with a vifit 
The feafon is now favourable for it ; and I pro- 
mife you to return it foon. Why {hould you 
not come and celebrate St. Swithin's Day with 
me ? Your company will make me regard the 
day which gave me birth with much more 
pleafure than the circumftance of its having firft 
fhewn me the light : for what is light, or any 
other blefling, without focial friends ? 

I return Mr. Somervile*s Pifturc (as I fup- 
pofe you meant I fhould). I think it very like 
Worledge's, and indeed like Mr. Somervile ; 
but methinks it fcarcely does him juftice, as 
fome of the leait agreeable features in his face 
2 are 
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are rather too ftrongly marked ; as under the 
eyes for example ; and I think as he was very 
fair, the pencil niight be fainter. But upon 
the whole, had I not another of him, I would 
not give this for a great fum. His urn is now 
beautifully fliaded by its canopy of oak ^ under 
which I fat laft night agreeably, though alone, 
looking at the neighbouring hills, hearipg my 
mowers whet their fcythes, feeing the troop, 
horfes fcamper about my avenue, and hearing 
one of the Grafs-Guard Dragoons play on hi? 
German Flute ; which he does very well : he 
has alfo a p^ir of Ififti Bag-pipes, ^yith which 
he can play in concert ; they having fixteen tiot^Sj 
and the Scotch but nine. He has no pipe to 
put to his mouth, and but very little motion 
with his arm; his fingers do the chief. Toy 
ihall hear him on Monday, if you pleafe ; and 
I hope you will plc^fe, 

I dare fay your nev windows will pleafe 
Others, though they may not pleafe you. You 
have not indulgence ejiough for ypyr own 
tafte ; nay, you do it injuftice. Do not talk 
of aUering old boufes^ or of maturing and perfeSling 
errors ; that touches me home, and makes mc 
wince : for too true it is, that after a vafl; 
deal of money laid out, one has nothing per^ 
T3 fed, 
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fed, nor within many degrees of per&&ioOt 
Your town of Birmingham grows very por 
Jite. I think the Players, who enjoyed tho 
pleafure of your Grove, (hould have entertained 
you there. How delightful would be the 
Mafqufe of Comus afted on that fpot ! 

I thbk Mr. Dolman's objection to ^roming 
here the day you propofed it can hardly be 
received as an excufe. Deficiency in point of 
drefs is never obferved, where there is no defi- 
ciency in fentiment and fenfe; therefore he 
might have come fafely any-wherc, and ftill 
more fo to me, who lay very little ftrcfs upon 
the outward ornaments of my acquaintance. 

I am extremely glad Mr, Jofeph Shenfton^ 
continues pretty well -, and beg my compli- 
ments to him.— ^Lord St. John is ftill at Bartter- 
fea, but is going to Caen, in Normandy, to the 
Academy. — My fervant Price is at London 
upon bufinefs, I expeft him home on Saturday; 
when I hope to hear more of my friends in 
thofe parts. In the mean time I can infoni\ 
you of nothing new ; for I hope it is not fo ^q 
fay that I am, with great truth. 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. Lv^BORouqu. 
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N. B. St. Swithin's Day is on Monday, 
July 15th. 

If you cannot come, write me word. 



To WILLIAM SHENSTONE, Esc^ 

WROTE AT THE LEASOWES, AUGUST 7, 1 749* 

^'TT^IS Nature here makes pleafing fccnes arifc, 
X And wifely gives them Shenstone to 
revife 5 
To veil each flaw, to brighten ev'ry grace ; 
Yet ftill to let them wear their parent's face. 

How well our Bard obeys, each objedb tells ; 
Thefe lucid ftreams, gay meads, and lonely cells : 
Where blended Art fo d-aftily's concealed. 
And Nature's charms fo gracefully revcal'd ; 
That pleas*d She claims the glory of the plan, 
As proud for once t'adopt the work of man. 



H. L- 



Tbus altered afterwards. 

TIS Nature here bids pleafing fccnes arife. 
And wifely gives them Shenstone to 
<^vife; 

T4 To 
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To veil each blcmUh, brighten cv'ry grace \ 
Yet ftill preferve the lovely parent's face. 

How well the Bard obeys, each objeft tells ; 
Thefc lucid meads, gay lawns, and mofly cells ; 
Where modeft y^r/ in filence lurks concealed. 
While Nature Ihines fo gracefully reveal'd ; 
That She triumphant claims the total plan ; 
And, with frclh pride, adopts the work of man,' 

H. L. 
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Sanday Night, St. Swithin, my Birth-day. 
SIR, 

YOUR fervant came juft as Lord Archer 
and Mr. Juftice Chambers came in to 
dinner, and found me fo fufFocated with heat; 
and fo hurried with company that was here, and 
company that is to be here to-morrow, that I 
could but juft read your letter j by which^ I 
find your hay-making tallies with unexpedted 
bufinefs of mine •, and both agree to prevcrit 
our meeting fo foon as intended, and wiflied 
for, My bufinefs is the cxpedlation of a Lawyer 

from 
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from London, and Mr. Outing, who are toT 
come at my expence in a poft-chaife, as Com- 
miffioners, to fee me execute a fine, in confe- 
quence of my parting with my houfe in Lon- 
don to Mr. Wymondefqld. I dare not be from- 
home till this affair is over, as you may ima- 
gine •, fmce I have had notice given me of it i. 
and Lord Luxborough, who muft join for 
form's fake, is equally confined in Surry, till 
they have been to fee him execute his pairt*^ 
As foon as this is over, I will let you know, 
and embrace the agre(g:abli^ opportunity you 
offer of enjoying your converfation in your 
cool retreat, (if any cool there be) and in feeing 
the beauties of other Seats within your reach, 
•— i will fhew Mr. Hall the obliging part of' 
your letter which concerns him, if I fee him 
to-morrow J which I fuppofe I fhail, as my 
birth-day being to be celebrated may bring him 
to this fide of Warwicklhire, '' ' 

. I congratulate Lord Dudley upon gahiihg 
his law-fuitj for I believe he would be gJad 
pf any good that befel me or any body elfc; or 
Jiis looks belie him. 

I am glad Dm Pedroh folemn demeanor does 
not appear unworthy of your folemn woods ; 
and that Donna Ehird^ tendernefs for her ab». 
fent children has ingratiated her to Mrs. Arnold^ 

who 



»8s i;.ADY LUXBOROUGH's 

who will jpecoxnpenfe the fully for whatever 
ihe has left iiehind, and be as tender ^f her^ as 
as &eof her feathered babes.-^f the Amtiquariam 
Dean Uys <&q ftrefs upon the did Abbegr, I 
tiiink you may venture to pillage k wkhout 
fear of a holy war. I wifli it w^s Loretta for 
your fake, and that k might malce you as k^^^ 
as rieb : tmt if treafune ^d happinefs mu^ 
(as generally they are) be parted, may yoi( 
(njoy th^ laiier undifturbed, tiU I ceafe ^o be 
Your very faithful 

apd obliged fcrvant^ 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 
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DHAR SIRt Baxsells, Monday, Jd^ ^24> 17^1% 

TH I S is only to enquire whether yon 
neaeived my letter, by which I invited 
you to come to Barrells on St. Swithin*s Day^ 
(it being my Birth-day) which was on Monday 
the 15th. As I did not hear from you, 1 con- 
cluded every minute that you was juft coming, 
I hope no illnefs, either of yours or your Bro- 
ther's, prevottttcd you J and that I ftiall iee you 

very 
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very foon.^^Lord Pudley knt to nje ycftertte|r 
from Henley 5 but did not calU 

I nm ^v?r your moft obliged 

«4 faitlrfur feivant, 

H* liVXBOiioyQH; 
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PEAR SI R| Barrell8» Aoguft |fi» 1751; 

AT twelve o'clock at nqon, and in *bcd, (tm 
my Ihame be it fpdan) I received your 
packet : the only thing fbrturtp has favotK-ed 
me in this laft fortnight. I hope her next gift 
will be your company here or at the Leafowes^ 
if I have fpirits enough left to go that for* 
You never knew mine at fo low an ebb a$ 
they are at prefent; and confequ^ntly I nev^r 
had fo much oocaiion for your company and 
your letters ; which I find a reliih in, though 
in few other things in life. iTou Ihould ksiVt 
beftowed upon me the fight of the Verfes that 
went to Hagley. I envy the company thci:t 
the pleafure they have in perufing them ; whic^ 
(heir good tafte alad good Jud^en(:s make them 

wordiy 
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worthy of;* but if the fentiments of hearts 
alone were to be confulted^ I feel myfelf aa 
worthy as they <^n be of feeing your Works, 
by the lyiccJ^e regard an4 friendlhip I have for 
the author, ^ . .^ 

*1 find the Leafowes is become the refortof 
the beau mande ; nor do I wonder at it ; but I 
think the Mafters of the Vauxhails-, Ranela^is; 
and the Playhoufcs in the neighbourhood ought 
to flip a , hiHr agaiqft y9u, .^r -flccoying. their 
company Trbm them?— ^If Sir Harry (iough ha$ 
no better tafte for the environs of a place than 
he flicws in his choice of liquor^ he does riot 
dpferve to fep your Grove : forwbey is^ I thijik, 
yfhat one woujd not go fo far to drink. 
j.yiV Mr. Gough of Perry-Hall was here, about 
jhree weeks ago, to afk leave to fee my Herr 
mjtage, and faid he liked it. I do not enjoy 
k, Ijiil.ch, myfelf : the cold w^atjier and inqcffant 
r^inJ would hinder me, were I even in better 
fpirits. Indeed, yoy will fay, it is juft a pro- 
per place for indulging melancholy thoughts 5 
jwhich is true; but therefore I ought to fhijn 
it.-r-I am to dine to-morrow at Umberfladei 
as little as I like going out.— I dare anfwer that 
l^ord and Lady Archer would have been glad 
to meet you here. I have not been to fee Lord 
and Lady Plymouth yet, nor Mrs. Chefter ; bur 

.; - ', whei^ 



\ 
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^heri they return from Warwick Racei^ I ihuft 
make them two vifits ; and I ought to go to 
Mn Weft's, whom you mention, if I did any 
thing that ceremony requires ; and after thefe 
yifits, I propofe to pack up my night-^.cap, and 
make a more agreeable vifit at the Leafowes ; 
which pleafure, I hope, the ingratitude and 
malice that perfecuteS me, cannot deprive me 
of. In the mean time, I flatter myfelf that 
your workmen will fpare you to have a peep at 
the Bees in my Library, and at my venerable 
Oak : The foldier that played on the German 
Flute fo well, whilft I fat under it, is returned 
to Worcefter, which I am forry for ; it founded 
fo well amongft the trees as I walked in my 
little wood 5 and even his bagpipes were not 
difagreeable. He played on both on my birth- 
day, whilft we bowled, and had our fyllabub 
out of doors ; for I had no entertainment to 
^er but des amufemens cbampelres. 

My Brother Bolingbroke is every day in ^x- 
peftation to hear fome account from France of 
his troublefome law-fuit: after that, he will 
determine what to do. He feems moft inclin- 
able to end his days with me : if fo, here will 
be a Hermit and Hermitefs in reality ; tQ 
which the ^wooden on^ muft give place. 

My 
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My friend Tom is (they tell me) in hafle i# 
ipetiir% as his having got here fo early a^^uM 
him nothings becaufe of my lazitieis : tq makf! 
up for that, an4 reconcile me to his favour^ ( 
muft now be diligent and haAen to 40urc yw 
that I am, Sir^ 

Your mod faithful 

and obliged feiVant^ 

H. LuXBOROUCH* 



LETTER LXXIV. 

DEAR SIR» SsncUt, AagBftsift, i7{t« 

TH E deprefilon of fpirits my letter difbo^ 
vered to you, turned into a dangprous bi-^ 
Ibus fever ; and the bile which has by proper 
medicines been difcharged, proved to be aa 
black as in my late illnefs (when you fetit to 
enquire fo kindly after me, and when it waa 
fuppoftd I could not live). I need fay no 
more : this is a full fufficient reafon for not 

havii^ 



LETTERS. 287 

having anfwered your laft obliging letter, nor 
haying returned your delightftil Odej which 
has run in my head, and been the only pleafing 
thought during my confinement to my bed; 
but the pleafure was generally eclipfed by pain 
before I could have fpoke (much left have 
wrote) my approbation of it', and now I do 
it with a weak hand and head, the fever never 
having left me for a week; but my heart 
thanks you for m^ Jhare of the compliments 
you pay to your vifitors at the Leafowes, and 
which every party defcrves more than myfelf, 
by their merit -, but can never dcferve it m'oip 
by their fcntiments in regard to you. Sincerely, 
I think it fine poetry, and am pcrfuaded better 
judges will think the fame. 

I cannot write much more; yet muft tell 
you one fecret which nobody in this neighbour- 
hood knows, viz. that my Brother Bolingbroke 
is to fend a fet of horfes from Batterfea on 
Saturday next, to fetch me to him. He would 
have had me come fooner (as being his only 
comfort) if I had been able. I am now 
by my bed-fide expefting Mr. HplyOfik, to 
knt)W if he thinks I fhall be able to fet oi^t on 
Tiiefday morning : I muft be dying if I do 
not; and I repeat my medicines every two 
hours, hoping to advance my cure. My Bro- 
ther 
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ther has a Cancer on his cheek-bone, which ii 
already an inch and half diameter, and three 
quarters of an inch thick. He is not under fo 
much apprehenfion as 1 am for him.— I hope 
(if I do not hear before) that I fhall hear from 
you when I am with him, Direft to me at 
Batterfea Houfe, Surry, by London.— I hope 
your Brother is well^ and that you are perfuaded 
of my fincere attachment. Adieu. 

H. LuXBOROUCH. 

p. S. Outing propofes to be here next week. 
He little thinks that he will be difappointed. 

Pray do me the favour when you have an 
opportunity, to aflc Aris for a Bill of Paper, 
&c. that I have had of him, and indole it h 
one of your letters to me. 
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DEAR sir, Barrells, Angnft 25th, 1751. 

A M O N G the many difagreeable things I 
JTIL fuffer from the iniquity ofCbance^ (as you 
cxprefs it) it is none of the leaft, that I am de- 
prived 
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t>rivcd of feeing you and your improvements 
iat the Leafowes. I fometimes form an idea of 
. them i but they amufe me ii^ that fhape only 
iis a fairy-tale. You do me juftice, when you 
believe that I would willingly (I may add joy- 
fully) have gone and fpent fome days with you 2 
Jbut, as the vulgar French proverb fays, rbommt 
pri^ofey et Bieu difpafe. . 

, You are extremely kind in fending to enquire 
after my health ; as alfo in advifing me to 
be lefs precipitate, than I generally am^ in my 
journies. My Brother Bolingbroke defires the 
fame of me ; ahd adds^ that he is hopeful I 
Ihall find his cancer near, if not quite, extir- 
pated ; which revives me a little. If it be fo, 
it will do honour to the perfon who undertook 
the cure, and whom Mr. Chifelden, in a letter 
to me, treated with fome fcorn^ as a Cancer^ 
curer^ Operator^ &c. But before my Brother 
employed him^ he had fufficient aflurances that 
the remedy had fucceeded in a multitude of 
cafes ; which he took care to have examined 
and verified : therefore he fays, he fhould even 
be more unfortunate than it belongs to bim to 
be, if it failed in his cafe alone. Pefhap$ I 
may bring him back with me ; and who knows 
but we three may meet here ? as to the Lea- 
fowes, I cannot anfwer ; for I believe he will 
U not 
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not make many peregrinations the reft o£ his 
life. 

I will undoubtedly write to you from Batter- 
fea; and have fent this day covers to Lord 
Archer to frank, with that intent. You muft 
hot expeft much news, or any thing jovial 
from thence ; but fincerity of heart you may 
always expedt from me; nor need you doubt 
my remembering you wherever I am. The 
affeftion of my real friends, and the civilities 
they Ihew me, make a much ftronger impref- 
fion upon me than the injurj^es of my enemies, 
or even than the treachery and ingratitude of 
fuppofed friends. 

The fituation of the Prince's Pillar at Hag- 
ley, as I remember, did not much pleafe me : 
the cSed: it will have in the other place I can- 
not judge ol at this diftance. If Sir Thomas 
dies, I fuppofc his Son and Mr. Pitt will ex- 
tend their genius and tafte forae miles : but 
they cannot obtain for money what Nature 
has prefented you with at the Leaibwes*, I 
mean, a command of water. 

That I approve your Ode is no merit in rnc» 
unlefs jrou account it one to know that a good 
thing is good. 

As to Peregrine Pickle, I hired it,, and 
that merely for the feke of reading one of the 

volumes,. 
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•Voiiirncs^ whefein at^d inferted the Memoirs of 
Lady V-^5 whichi as I was well acquainted 
Wkh hcr^ gave me curiofity; The reft of the 
book is^ I think, ill wrote, arid not iritcrefting; 
Pompey the Little id pretty and humorous^ 
4Uid the language good ; but it W2ls only lent 
trte i arid I have had nothing of late from 
Dodfley : but ydu may depend upon it, if I 
^ick up atiy thing worth reading at London, I 
will fend it you. I am glad yoi^r Brother has 
had no teturn lately of his afthma, and beg 
my compliments to him, as alfo to Mr. and 
Mifs Dolman. 

I have laid yaut letter to Mr. Outing upon 
fiiy chimney-piece, where he will, find it if hef 
comes to Barrelh : wheri that will be, it is not 
in my power to fay, any more than it is in hisj ' 
I fuppofcy to be more ambulant. 

1 cannot give your meflage to Mr. Hall, 
hot having feen him this month. He is, I 
believe, at Harborough^ and would undoubtedly 
accept of your invitation. 

I beg you will favour me \i^ith your com- 
hiands te London,^ which I can execute with 
eafe^ and wUl do it with ptinftuality. 

I itiuft now a(k pardon for keeping you? 

fervant-maid all night agaJnft her inelinatiort 

and duty 2 for fhc faid Ihe had promifed to comd 

U 2 home* 
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home. I fent her word, I was apprized of the 
length of way, and that the fatigue would be 
too much, and moreover that I would take the 
fault upon me, if it was one •, fo, dear Sir, you 
are to punifli me and not her, if this proves 
aniifs. I have fent her to fee my Gardens and 
Coppice ; but fear (he will defpife them, being 
ufed to your's. 

What more can I fay from this folitude^ 
but that in all places I am equally. Dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend 

and obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH ? 
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SIR* Sunday, December 27th, Two o'clock. 

AS I was ftepping into my poft-chaifc this 
morning, your fervant delivered me 
your obliging letter; which nothing fhould 
have prevented my anfwering immediately, but 
going to church ; from whence I am this mo- 
ment returned, fo pinched with cold, and my 

fingers 
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fingers fo numb'd, that I can fcarcely hold my 
pen ; and your fervant fends me word he cannot 
well ftay, having fo far to ride. Thefe reafons 
will I hope excufe my not anfwering your letter 
in the manner I ought. To which I may add 
another reafon, Sir Peter Soame being juft 
come in to dinner : but I muft find time, in 
juftice to myfelf, to tell you that I am greatly 
pleafed with the hopes of feeing you at Barrells 
next week ; and I efteem xnykM no fmall Heroine^ 
fince I have removed fuch a bar to my plea.- 
fure as was your indolence^ which prevented my 
feeing you here ; but fince that is removed, \ 
glory in my exploit, and am. Sir, 

Your mofl: obliged 

humble fervant, 

H^ LUXBOROUQH. 
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SIR, 

MY paralytic fingers will not obey the 
diftates of my heart, which thanks 
Mr. Shenftone for his kind letter-, and begs 
U 3 ioxi 
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for more fuch cpiftles, I believe the GrectI 
Book would cure me, apd faye a journey ^ 
Bath. 

Mr. Mallet begs, for the fak^ of himfdf 
smd the world, that your Mqfe wov|kl noc bt 
filent. 

Adieu. Je n'^n puis dire davantage fans V\h 
fage des doigts, qui me paroi0ent avoir re^us 
rimprellion de tous mes autres maux; car^ 
Dieu merci, je me pprte paflablement bien d*ail« 
leurs. 

H. L. 
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PEAR SIR, Bath» Janoaiy zoA, 175a. 

MY fingers Jhall make an effort to write 
to you : you muft make a great one to 
read what they write. Such is my prefent 
fituation — 'The Do6tors give me hopes that 
bathing and pumping will foon reftore me to 
the ufe of my hands. But as yet, I have only 
drank the waters at home, the week I hayc 
been here.— I fpent three weeks at Londb4 

after 
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after my Brother's death, at Mr. Wymonde- 
foid's. They enquired much after you. 
. Your grief for your Brother I feel in its full 
force, and am perfuaded you feel the like as to 
mine : but as our lofles are irrecoverable, we 
ought, I believe, not only to fubmit, but to 
endeavour to fhake off the melancholy ideas 
they fuggeft. — I preach what I do not well 
praftifci and will prefcribe what I do not well 
execute — 'Come into company j Bath is your 
place — and I am in all places, and at all times. 
Your faithful fcrvant, 

H. L. 
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Orange Grove, February 29th,. 1752. 
PEAR SIR, 

LEST my fingers (hould refufe me their 
affiftance for more than two minutes, I 
begin. my letter by telling you that your recom- 
mendation leaves me no room to hefitate •, and 
I readily accept the houfe-maid from your 
hands (who knows, I prefume, that Ihe is alfo 
U 4 ta 
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to do the dairy, ^s her predcGeflbrs in my fcN 
vice did) and I would have her go to Barrells 
immediately, if poflible; for I have been 
obliged to fend for my laundry-maid hither, tQ 
aflift for the prcfent (my own fervant, who i^ 
alfo my houfekeeper, being married) ; fo that 
there is not one female now at Barrells. Joe 
and fhe will fettle the day of her going. 

For once bid bufinefs avaunt, and alk us. 
how we do at Bath, and at your friend Graves's, 
We can offer you friendly converfation, friendly 
fprings, friendly rides and , walks, friendly 
paftimci? to diffipate gloomy thoughts ; friendly 
bookfellers, who for five {hillings for the feafon 
will furnifh you with all the new books ; friendly 
chairmen, who will carry you through ftorms 
and tempefts for fixpence, and feldom elfe, for 
Ducheffei trudge the ftreets here unattended: 
we have alfo friendly Othellos, Falftafi^s, Rich- 
ards the Third, and Harlequins, who entertain 
one" daily for Half the price of your Garricks, 
Barrys, and Rich's— And (what you will fcarcely 
believe) we can alfo offer you friendly folitude i^ 
for one may be an Anchoret here without being 
difturbed by the queftion fFhy? — Would you 
fee the fortunate and benevolent Mr. Allen, 
his fine houfc, and his ftone-quarries ? Would 
jrou fee our law-giver Mr. Nafh, whofe white 

hat 
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hat commands more refpcft and non-refiftance 
than the Crowns of fome Kings, though now 
worn on a head that is in the 8oth year of its 
age ? To promote fociety, good manners, and 
a coalition of parties and ranks •, to fupprefs 
fcandal and late hours, are his views -, and he 
fiiGceeds rather better than his brother5-monarjchs 
generally do : haften then your fteps ; for he 
may be foon carried off the ftage of life, as the 
greateft muft fall to the worms repaft : yet, he 
is new-hanging his CoUeftion of Beauties, fo 
as to have fpace to hang up as many more 
future Belles. His Apelles is Howard (in cray- 
ons) ; his Praxiteles is Howard's Brother, who, 
though a ftatuary, deigns alfo to ex^pcife his 
arx in fculpture on humble paper-ceilings, which 
are very handfome. 

You ridicule the trifles I fent you,, by 
calling them elegant prefents : in revenge, I 
fend you nothing this time in Joe's pocket but 
a bit of dirty rock, and a fnail petrified by 
the waters hereabouts. If you pleafe, I can 
$uy you, for four Ihillings, a quart of durable 
cement, to make urns, &c. in rock-work with 
thefe fort of materials, and Briftol ftones, or 
even of Ihells. 

How infinitely I fcrawl ! I who can fcarce- 
Jy. lio\d a p^n, and could not write to my 

"^^ephew 
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Nephew Bolingbroke, till laft week, fince his 
Uncle's death. 

Adieu^ Monfieur : je n'en puis plus ^ ma main 
|b revdte, mais jamais mon c^imr. 

H. L. 

I am told your Friend Mr. Graves does not 
kave his Wife an inch. 

P. S. I will make your compliments to any 
body you pkafc, let them live in what latitude 
foevcr, when you name them to mc.— ^Mrs. 
Maynard fends her refpefts to you.---My letter 
is fo fcribbled, interlined, and blotted, that I 
hope you wilt copy the part relating to the 
Houfe-keeper, inftead of fhewing her friends 
my whole prepofterous letter. 

Pray, How does Eolus's harp perform ? 

Mr. Bradley's family are well recovered from 
inoculation, and not marked. There were 
fcven or eight at once inoculated at |ionie by 
ivlr. Holyoak, 
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PEAR SIR, BarrcUa, Tburfday, June 4tb, 175^; 

HAD I had a fervant to fend to the Lea- 
fowcs, I (hould not have omitted thank- 
ing you for your kind (thou^ fliort) vifit, long 
before this time : but Price and Joe were both 
at London ; the reft of iny domefticks all new 
fenrants, that are- as unknown to me as the 
road to your houfe is to them. Price came 
home in my poft-chaife laft Saturday, but re- 
turns to London on Friday next. He brought 
me a letter from Mrs. Wymondefold, in which 
was the inclofed Pbftfcript, as alfo a very di- 
minutive bottle of Sweets, which I fend with 
this letter to the care of Mr. Williams. She goes 
to Tunbridge the firft week in July, and to 
Bath- the firft week ir> Oftober -, between which 
feafons Ihe will endeavour to prevail with her 
Father-inrlaw to difpenfe with her company 
three weeks, in order to fpend them here 
yrith me. 

I muft now beg the favour of you to inftrudt 

me about the ceiling of my bed-room, which I 

iwuld have adorned a little with papier macbe 

2 and 
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and the ground painted of a colour ; but do 
not know where to get the paper ornaments, 
nor how to have them fixed up : for no perfon 
hereabouts has the fmalleft idea of it. Should 
pot the ceiling and cove, which are at prefent 
plain ftucco much cracked, be mended by the 
Warwick plaifterer, before the reft is attempted? 
Be fo good^ dear Sir, as to fend me an anfwer 
to thefe queries as foon as poflible. 

When you wri;e to Mr. Greaves, pray do 
not forget my compliipen^s to him and to Mrs. 
Creaves, whom I am forry I dicj not fee at B^- 
rells. 

Let me know how your new apartment goes 
on; t;o which this rainy weather will have 
caufed you to give frefh attention, as your 
environs cannqt have drawn you far from it ; 
and yet we are in the month of June-r-fo fays 
the Almanack — but I cannot believe it. I 
am at all feafons (however mutable tbg may 
be) ever immutable in my friendfhip to you^ 
^nd very much 

Your obliged humble leryant,^ 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 
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Barrellsy Satarday, Jane 6th» 175 2* 
DEAR SIR, 

YOUR quick return to my troublefome 
letter gave me much pleafure, but: no 
furprize,.as you have long accuftomed me to 
all friendly attentions on your part : but your 
taking down your whole ceiling to fend me, 
merely to fatisfy my impertinent curiofity, is 
a gallantry that quite confoynds me ; and your 
maid's charging herfelf with it, and bringing 
it fafe, though unaccompanied, and riding 
fingle, Ihews her a Heroine. Had you feen 
me open the parcel, you would have found 
me a contraft to her. Fear and trembling: 
feized me ere I read that it was extremely 
tender and apt to break. It increafcd fo much 
upon viewing the truth of that, that as I re- 
ceived the pieces I returned them in five mi- 
nutes time to your fervant, left any thing 
fhould happen to them here: but. however, in 
that fliort time, I perceived that your advice 
to me was proper in regard to my ceiling, and 
that your ornaments muft look very pretty in 
yours. I will write to Bromwich to fend me 

fome 
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fome in that tafte, and will get the atekiehtai! 
cracks I mentioned to you repained; after 
which, if the Gentleman your nciighbour fihrours 
me with a vifit and with his diredkions, it will 
infinitely obUge me. 

You pleafe me in telling me you hartrc had 
company, and more id, in telling me yau sfe 
fK>t at prcfent the leaft averfe to fuch difl^- 
cion ; for your aycrleneis to it preveoised Ae 
cffed: which you icemcd to want from fuch a 
remedy^ I am myfelf too averfe to that remedy 
to wonder you are fo: but it is canunon m 
preach better than one pra£tifes. 

I know Mrs. Stanley; for 1 fuppc^ yoa 
mean the Daughter of Sir Hans Sloane, Si&d 
of Lady Cadogan : Admiral Smith I do not 
know: but who is there but muil wiih to 
know him, when you fay he is the JeSgi^ ^ 
mankind?''^ am glad Lord Dudley is reflxved 
to you, and beg my compliments to him and 
Mils Lea,— Mr. Outing is ftill at Henley at 
Mr. Holyoak's : he comes here fometimes as a 
day-viliter ^ fometimes ftays a night, which he 
did yeftcrday with Jack Reynalds 5 and they 
left me this morning. He knows be i^ welcome 
for longer.— I am glad Sir George Lyttdton 
has a view to modern plans for his houfei 

Irhkb 
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which certainly ought to be more modem (of 
more antique) than it is. 

Mrs. Wymondefold in my opinio«i defcrves 
ho thanks for fuch an ideal prcfent: for my 
part, I faw nothing in the little bottle ('which i 
dtirft not open) but agncen imd!A fhadow : if any 
thing was ever in it (as undoubtedly there was) 
it muft hare evaporated, as weB it might, 
being covered with nothings and ftopt with a 
tommon gHfs-ftopper.— Yo« do Price too 
much honour :-*-he is at London; how weU 
or /?/, I do not know at prefent. 

Talking of ilteefs, I mention with real con^' 
ccrn that of your makPs fifter; and the mtore 
fo, as fhe is a feryant you recommended to 
me, and whom ^ much wiflied to have found 
capabte of the wmk her poft here obliged her 
tQ> which is in itftlf fuch as only a ftrong and 
healthy perfon ufed to work can go through 5 I 
mean when I hanre my whok dairy ; but finee ftie 
{las been here, I have had but one cow, and 
no labour ; yet the poor girl was feized witk 
pains in all her limbs about four days ago, 
which grew worfe, and are more fixed in one 
arm now. I no fooner knew it, but I fent for 
Mr. Holyoak, who is the perfon with whom 
I intruft my own health: after he had talked 
with YitVy he. told me £be faid any cold was 

apt 
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apt to give her fuch pains (which he called 
rheumatic) ; and that wetting her feet would 
do it immediately. This is a great misfor- 
tune to a fervant, and makes it impofllble to 
a miftrefs to keep one fo tender; and would 
be great imprudence in the fervant, however 
willing, (as I dare fay this is) to attempt it. 
Therefore hope dear Mr. Shcnftone will hot 
take it amifs that I part with her. I offer her 
and your own maid-fervant my poft-chaiie to 
carry them together, as it would be more cafy 
for Hannah on Monday ; and hope your own 
maid will accept the offer^ that (he may ac- 
company her fitter, and alfo fee Barrells to- 
morrow (Sunday) with lefs interruption; 
I am, dear Sir, with conftant truth. 

Your faithful humble fervant^ 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

I enquired of your man after Mrs. Arnold. 
If he does not tell her, pray let this, letter fay, 
I am her hearty well-wiftier. 
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t 

.DEAR. S I Rs Barrellsy Jaly 19th, 1752; 

AS I have eight people at table, and as 
yon requcft me to difpatch the trufty 
and valuable Tom td-night, you muft not 
cxpeft an anfwer fuitable to your agreeable 
letter, either in length or ftile : fa I haften to 
return thanks for your pundtuality about the 
label, and for your kind invitation to the 
J-.eafowcs. I muft next tell you the reafons 
you have been fo long without hearing from 
me ; which are, Firft, A journey to Oxford I 
was obliged to take upon bufmefs ; and fmce 
that. Company Ihave had in my houfe. At 
prefent, here are Sir Peter Soame and his Son, 
Mrs. Davies, and Mr. Outing, who will yrritc 
Jiis own excufe.— My hanging-paper is arrived, 
and the cracks of the ceiling h^ve been filled. 
The papier mache is not yet come, but is be- 
Ipoke. — ^YoU rtiay depend up5n rhy inclination's 
guiding me to the Leafowes' as foon as it is 
in my power t but I am as bufy in hay as you 
ican poflibly be, and having loft half my fett 
#f horfes, and not yet being able. to fupply their 
• ' ' ^ places. 
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places, the three remaining ones arc fully em- 
ployed, and cannot be fpared for me to ufe; 
and moreover my poft-qhaife i? gone to, have 
new wheels put to it. Thefe diftrrefles removed, 
I fliall wait upon you, and Lord Dudley ; to 
whom, and to Mifs Lea, I beg my beft com- 
pliments.-^I fhewj^d the Detris. of my Bath- 
rock- woi:k tp your man Tom, whp will cariy 
a fmall bafketful. 

I am moft inviolably 

Your obliged huaible fervaitt:, 

H« LvxBOROvco. 

Sir Peter and Mr. Soamc's complMnmts 
attend you. 



LETTER LXXXIIL 

DEAR S I R» Barrells» Auguft 15th, 1752. 

YO U are always obliging, but doubly fb 
now, in fending to enquire again after 
me, though I have not yet been at the JLcZr 
fowes to thank you for all favours : but my 
company has but juft left me^ and whilil thej^ 

were 
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•were here, I Could neither find time to go any' 
.where, nor even to write*— Sir Peter Soame and 
;hi& Son art gone back to Hcydon. I carried 
,Mrs. Davies home to Stratford yefterday-was- 
jfevennight ; and this day fevennight Mr. Outing 
went to Gloucefterfliire, in order to embark 
laft Monday for Monmputh : fo he may pro- 
.bably be afraid with reafon, and become a prey 
-IP the fifh, having fo young a guide as his 
.pupil : and^ as I told him, if fuch an accident 
happened, nobody would pity him^ but all 
would fay (^& in Moliere's play) 

** Qu^ alloit n fairc dans cette galcre ?** 

This Juventle party confifta of Lord Somer- 
vile*s two Sons, Outing's Pupil, himfelf, and 
Jack Reynalds •, who go thrs voyage by wiater 
•they know not why nor- where. Landrinden 
they talked of taking in their way, when the 
Somerviles, &c. ky here and formed this 
■party : but they were no fooner gone than I 
perceived Outing*s heart failed him, but he was 
afliamed to own it to them •, however, he faid 
he would go no farther than to Monmouth,^ 
and told Lane he intended to be badk at 
Barrells in a fortnight's time. If he is fo, he 
will undoubtedly go with me to the Leafowes. 
rf I can atfo get Mrs. Davies to go, ftie will 
X 2 • contribute 
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contribute to our mirth, and will fing all day 2 
Sir Peter taught her two or three new fongs. 
She can lay with my fervant ; fo that fhe will 
not take up a bed the more. I have thoughts 
of going in my landau, and of fending back 
four of the horfes the fame nighty and keeping 
two at your houfe, which will I fuppoie be 
fufficient to carry me to the Grange. If con- 
venient to you, I propofe going to the Lea- 
fowes on Friday the 28th inftant : if not con- 
venient to you, pray write me word. Price 
begs he may attend my coach. — ^I rejoice it 
your jollity, and will join in chorus, when you 
fuig 

** Baniflbns la melancolie :** 

but your writing nothing I do not approve of, 
no more than of your not finilhing my Green 
Book.— Your infcription upon the ^ Label 
fliould be Fin de Paifan^ without the / at lafti 

Joe tranflated the French receipt for cauli- 
flowers^ and has didtated it to Lane, whilil: I 
have been writing this letter. 

My beft compliments wait on Lord Dudley 
4ind Mifs Lea -, and I am ever 

Moft (inccrely yours, &c. 

H. LvXBOROUaH. 
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*'VTOtwithftanding my partiality to Autumn,' 
X^ I long for Spring, as it will I hope 
bring you to Barrells, and as it ufhers in Sum- 
mer, which will carry me to the Leafowes, 
where I will, as long as it is in my power, pay 
my devoirs to you, and make libations to our 
departed Friend over his urn, which I am 
glad you have ercfted to his memory ; as I 
think it is pity that fo worthy a man fhould meet 
with fo few people to pay to his memory the 
honours it dcferves 5 and fo many, that, on the 
contrary, vilify his charafter: And though I 
am far from laying a ftrefs upon funeral pomp, 
no one ( Jacky Reynalds e:;cceptcd) fhcd a tear 
over his corfe, or has laid a ftone over his 
grave,— ^notwithftanding Lord Somervile is fp 
a great gainer by his dying, and the Vicar was fo 
great a one by his living: but ingratitude is 
now as fafliionable as bribery and corruption. 

Here I end, left you fliould be quite tired 
out, and not return me an anfwer foon, for 
fear of drawing upon yourfelf a troublefome 

• Tic beginning of this Letter u wanting. 

X 3 reply. 
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reply. It is late ; but I can, with the worft 
pen, and the fincereft heart aflure you, that 
I am. Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROtGfl. 



LETTER LXXXV. 

D £ A R SIR, Btrrells, Septtmbcr 28^ i7s4*- 

MR. Pixail has juft been faying he intrndt 
to go home to-morrow: You would 
mherwife have heard from me by aneither ecmr 
veyance ; for I could not longer hare forborne 
returning my fincere thanks for the very 
obliging, hofpitable, and pleafing reception I 
met with at the Leafowes, and for your agree- 
able, though too fhort, vifit at Barrelb. 

My cough continues; but I am otherwife 
well, and inhabit my lower apartment and my 
Sunraier-houfe, where I hope to receive you 
and Lord Dudley before the days grow much 
Ihorter, and the elms quite bare. My compli- 
ments attend his Lordfhip, Mifs Lea, and all 
your neighbours. 

My Dreffing-Room looks juft as / would, 

and 
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and as I believe you would have it (fo well kas 
Mr. Pixall performed his part) ; and the feftoons 
over the windows arc not the leaft elegant or- 
naments of the .room ^ the. doors feem to onvy 
the windows, and are in as plain a drefs as 
that of the Quakers ; but are -very ready to 
fubmit to any ornament j^« will be pleafed to 
beftow. 

I defire the bearer may lead my coach-horfe 
home i and I beg the favour erf" you to pay 
the fafwter, and to let me know what his bill 
comes to, which will be better than letting 
him make it to me, who am a ftranger. 

I hare juft been writing to the Earl and 

Countcfs of Ferrers, from whom I received 

compliments this day, and information of thci( 

marriage; fo that my hand is tired^ but my 

heart is inikfatigably true to my friends, and 

would be equally ferviceablc, if power waa given 

to • 

Your faithful and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H. LuXB0R0VOH« 
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LETTER LXXXVI, 

Birrells, Sondajr* Ofiober 15^1, 1752^ 
DEAR SIRt 

AN Y mcffehger that corfies from the 
Leafowes is fure to be welcome at Bar* 
rclls (as Hannah would have been, if you had 
permitted her to come}. — ^You are very kind 
in being folicitous about my health, which is 
good now, my Birmingham cough has left 
tne ; but it continued a confidcrable time after 
you went from hence. 

I congratulate you upon having had fo 
much agreeable company, who will undoubt- 
(cdly vifit you often; as, by your accoOnt of 
them, they feem to be people of tafte. — ^My 
pride cannot be heightened by Sir George 
Lyttelton's approbation of my Lines, becaufc 
Mr. Shenftone had commended them before, 
and has thought them worthy of being rcr 
pouched by himfelf. 

Lord Dudley is flow in fixing a day for 
giving me the plcafure of his and your com- 
pany : but I hope the refolution will come 

vpoa 
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ypon him fuddenly, and will as fuddenly be 
executed ; though I cannot promife his Lord^ 
fliip any pleafure in the journey, except that of 
ebliging ; which I know is a great one to him. 

Mr. Outing and I have lived like two Hermits 
fince you left us. The few fine days we have 
had I have employed in making fmall improve-? 
ments (alterations at leaft) in my Coppice, and 
in the way to it : but much more planting is 
recjuired ; and I want greatly a hedge that will 
grow as quick as yours did, and I fliall prize 
it as much (but with far more reafon) as the 
venerable Dean docs Jii§ ngwlyrfouod Druidr 
Idol, 

I return your fmall Red Book, after having 
copied tl^e Ode on Indoleace,^ which pleafe^ me 
much.— 'I alfo fend you by trufty Tom three 
Rofes for your Gothic window?, which you 
may fix up without ?enfure, for they are all 
red. 

I obferve your averfion to Autumn con- 
tinues, and that, when you find your fpiriti 
deprefled, you are ready to lay the fault on the 
feafon ; but I take it that folitude is the 
qhief caufe, and the nurfc Qi painful ideas. 

I hope Mrs, Arnold is well, and Ihall be 
obliged to her for a Guinea cock, when cpA-r 
venient. 

Pray 
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Pray remember me kindly to Mr. Fixall^ 
and alk if b^ be^oke my long ftools ami fire- 
grace at Birmingj^am i ami whetker he fpokii 
toMr. WiiKan»J 

Adieu. I 9!» lE^terrapud by Mr. John Rey- 
nakisy and Mr^ Bradley^ and Lady Plyn^uch^ 
iervaat, from writing more ; but never con be 
interrupted in my lentiments of friendihip an4 
gratitude towards you^ which are immuubk^ ^ 

Hf LuxbOrough, 
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Barrells, TuoTday, Odober a4tli, i7|«, 
DEAR SIR, 

LONG have I ezpeded the pleafure of 
your company ami Lord Dudley's, but 
have expeded in vain ; and my impatic^ice at 
the delay will fufficiently fiiow the greater im* 
patience and tht concern I now feel at finding 
myfelf obliged to prolong that delay, which 
I wifhed to fhorten.— The truth is, that my 
10 • dd 
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old &tvmt Price is ilruck with a palfy, and 
one half of his body is dead ; fo that he is 
entirely helpleis : and as hrs weight and fizc 
do not agree with the narrownefs of my garret- 
fltairs, there was not a poffibility of carrying 
him, laft Saturday, higher than the firfl: ftory % 
where he has continued ever fmce in the bed 
Mr. Outing lay in till then 5 and another per- 
fon lays in the other bed, in the fame room, to 
be ready at hand to aflift him, and turn him as 
'he lays. This accident, and the confcquences 
of it, perplex me a good deal ; but it was 
unavoidable: for fo faithful an old fenrant 
could not be fent out of the houfe, unlefs in- 
humanity had guided me ; which I hope will 
never be the cafe, though I forfeit my own 
plcafure ; for I cannot afk to fee yoy and Lord 
Dudley, where I could lyot lodge you. I have 
literally but one fpare bed at prefent, and that 
is ufed by Dr. Wall when he comes to the 
fick man. — I never till now wifhcd for a Ipa- 
cious habitation : my fmall one was fufficient 
for my ufe, and fully fatisfied my ambition; 
but now that it banifhes my friends, it is in- 
fupportable to me : it is, however, but for a 
time, and tbatj I hope, a Jhorf one. As foon 
as thefe difficulties are removed, I will acquaint 
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you of it for my own fake. In the mean time, 
be pleafcd to prefent my compliments to Lord 
Dudley and Mifs Lea, and acquaint his Lord- 
fcip of my difappointment.— Mr, Outing prc- 
fents his compliments to you, and afks your 
commands to London, where he is obliged to 
go foon.— I am moft fincerely, dear Sir, 

your obliged humble fcrvant, 

H, LUXBOROUGH. 



mm 
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D E A R S IR» Barrells, November 6tli, 175s. 

IT is both kind and polite of you to fend 
fo far to enquire after my honeft old fervant 
Price : but the anfwer is fuch as I believe you 
guefs:— He is no more. It pleafed God to 
relcafe him from his mifery, but not till yefter- 
day morning, at two or three o'clock. He had 
his fenfes to the laft, and made his will. Wc 
propofe to bury him on Wednefday. I have 
fent into Hercfordfhirc for Mr. Smith, the 

Clergymaa 
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Clergyman you faw here. My hurry, and thtt 
confufion of my houfc, has been very greats 
and IS not yet at an end : The having almoft 
all new fervants makes it lay harder upon mc^ 
—Mr. Outing was to have gone for London 
to-day 'y but does not go till next Monday, and 
defircs his beft compliments to you. 
. If you fee Mr. Pixall, pray fay that I do 
not mean to give two guineas for a fender; 
and I even think I need not have any bought : 
but would be glad of a fmall grate ; and I 
am obliged to him for the trouble of getting 
the things made which I befpoke.— My great 
Parlour looks very haadfome now it is painted 
with flake-white. 

Thanks for your Stanza to Admiral Smith, 
which is genteel and elegant. You arc happy 
^n having neighbours deferving of your, pane* 
gyrics. — Mrs. Dillon's beauty clainas a con* 
fiderable place among them.— I can fc^cely 
form an idea of Lady Lyttelton prefiding over 
a Dairy, any more than I fhould of the vene- 
rable Dean, if you told me he prcfcrroi a 
modern Guinea to a copper Otho. 

My beft compliments pray, at the Grange } 
and hope the vilit intended me, though poft- 
poned, will be made ere long. . 

I fend you Mrs. Wymondefold's compli*. 
6 ments 
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nmtSittD yoDy and her reafbns £br not coming 
to ifos 9t prefe&c^ in her €fwn Jsand-^M^idtig, to 
Ihr pemfai of vdiich I leave ytni^ after afTuring 
yaa that I am^ dear Sir, 

Tow «ref obliged and ISwhfiil 

H. LvxBORovcif* 

Sir Pfeter Soame wrote me Ws comipliments 
for yoo. 
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I>E AJl SIR9 BanAlIt» Nbmaber 27th» i;;^. 

ITEHMC it long fince I lieard from youj 
and iwriee this only » enquire after ydii, 
and to fay that I hope it wiflf not be long befefc 
T liave the pleafwe of feeing jkm and Lord 
©ndley here. 

It feems the Pediment for Venus^s Tem|rfe 
has been finiflied and brought hither theft 
irine months. I have defired Mr. Hand^ to 
defer erefting it till you come, fince it has not 
been done before, by my being ignorant of iti 
1)6iiig here* 

Lord 
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Lord- and Lady Plymouth dioed hcve laft 
i^eck, md Mni. K^ndai made oie a vifit. two 
d«ys before ; except which^ folrtnde has rdgned 
trhimpbaot here : but, whether wich or without 
company, I feel myfelf equally attached to my 
friends ; and, in confequence, mull ever be^ dear 
Sir, 

Your faithful humble fenrant, 

H. LUXBORQUGH^ 

p. S. I write in a hurryi by my waggon 
which goes for coals. 

I have not heard from Mr. Outing fince he 
went to London. 
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DEAR S I R^ Banrells, Decnnber 4th, r;^ 

THAT you ape two letters itx my debt I 
do not reproach you •, for the laft which I 
inclofed to Mr. Williams, I imagine neither you 
nor be ever received. It was to afk if I fhould 
not now be favoured with your company and 
J[^or4 Dudley^! at Barrells ? to whom I defired, 
; and 
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imd do defire, my belt compliments : and to pre^ 
vent farther mfiakeSy or even deUrfs^ I fend Jofeph 
CO enquire after your health, and when I may 
depend upon the pleafure of feeing you?— 
My Parterre and Shrubbery are fh)zen, and 
will yield you no pleafure : but my hearth and 
my heart arc warm to receive my friends; 
which I hope you will believe, though you arc 
only told it by fingers fo 'num'd with cold, 
that they can fcarcely fay this truth, which is 
chat I am 

Your obliged and fincerc friend, &c. 

. . H. LUXBOROUCH. 

When you write to Mr. Greaves, pray make 
my beft compliments to him and to Mrs. 
Greaves. I owe him more civilities than I 
can pay, for his obliging exprefEons of me in 
the letter you fliewcd me, and for his remem- 
brance of the cornel-tree, which I hope he 
will be able to procure, and that Mrs. GreaYV 
has not forgot the polyanthus-root. 
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Barrellsy Januaiy iith> 17534 
DEAR SIR, From my Bed, 

THIS is, upon my honour, the firfl: 
moment I have been able to hold a 
pen fmce I received your obliging letter ; 
and I was unwilling to fend without writing, 
or diftating at leaft ; but I could do neither. 
Lane would have wrote of her own accord j 
and I would have permitted her, had I con- 
fulted merely good manners 5 but friendfhip 
would have remained unfatisficd, and the de- 
licacy of yours might have made you fugged 
that I was more dangeroufly ill than I really 
was. 

My diforder proceeded I believe from a 
cold I got the day we went to fee the Monu- 
ment: a;id after you left Barrells, it turned 
to a fever of a flow kind, chiefly nervous, 
attended with pains in my bowels, which, 
added to want of refl:^ have weakened me 
fo much, that I have not yet crofled my 
room i nor have | feen a. mortal except Doftor 
Y Wall 
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Wall and Mr. Francis Holyoak, and once 
Mrs. Bradley and good Mrs. Holyoak of 
Oldbarrow, who was fo kind to fit up with 
me. As to Mrs. Davies, flie has not enquired 
after me, nor have I heard from her, or of 
h^r, fiace you was here ; nor indeed of a con- 
fidcrable tifne before : Why, I cannot tell. 
Whenever I do hear, I will make her your fup- 
pliant compliment, and make no doubt but 
you will foon be forgiven. 

I rejoke that you and Lord Dudley Were 
not the worfe for your difagreeablc journey. 
I fliall, for the future, hold the Saracen's Head 
in great efteem for having fliewn you the ho^i* 
tality it once denied me. — I beg of you to 
make my beft compliments to his Lordfhip, 
with many thanks for his kind vifit, which 
gave me great pleafure.— Do this by letter, if 
he is out of the country. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley are pleafed and ho- 
noured with your kind remembrance; and it 
. was as welcome in your Poftfcript as if it had 
been in a higher place. They, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Holyoak, defire their beft jefpefts and 
thanks for your kind invitation to the Let* 
fowes. Mils Molly went to Worccftcr the 
day after I received your letter, and had }u& 
time to receive; your commands^ which flie 

ieetns 
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feemSt plron^ to obey in every p^fticular. Her 
Mamma defires you will keep your brains 
fteady, and not think it neceiSary they fhould 
be ^IFefted, bec^ufe flip in mirth called them 
fo: and as you prefcrihe rules of behaviour to 
her daughter, ihe, in return^ preftriljea to yo^ 
to fliake off the depreffion of fpirits you com- 
plain of; and^ if folitude and refledion caufe 
it, to quil your &ades for a time, and vifit 
your fricjnid$, vithpvit admitting one refleftion, 
till the days arc long, and the fun has cheared 
the heart and cyesj and has brightened all 
gloomy ideas ; for you are her favourite pupil ; 
and ftie would not give a dading for a fplen- 
etie ene. I add to this my humble requcft 
that you will con over Mr. Green's Poem 
called Spleen, or clfe compofe one yourfelfj 
to keep you- out of idienefs.*^y^ /^(?^fii, finifh 
the Ode you muft, fince I have named it to 
tlie Ducheia of Socaerfet, whoi^ 9l]tf>¥!Pr } ?n- 
^jk>j(e in this letter* As to the Green-Bpo^j:^ 
how fhoiUd I truft you with it a fecpnd tlm^i 
but jit fiiaJl I?e copied. 

Nq <qnemy to you (hall. ever find fanftuary 
.In ipy houfe i therefore I feqt the Abyffinian 
]fi^Q vhom you cpnqiJejred, to remain youf 
captive, and ^ffift at ypur triumph, or teceiv^ 
de^h ftop) your hands^ when they are not 
Y 2 better 
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better employed : and his faithful harmkfe 
companion accompanies him, hoping with his 
mufical inftrument to lull your anger to fleep. 
—-I hope they marched to the Leafowes time 
enough to wifh you a happy new year ; which 
I do mod fincerely ; and am, dear Sir, 

Your ever obliged 

and faithful fervant, 

H. LuxboroughJ 

Lane defires her beft refpeits. 



LETTER XCIL 

V 

DEAR SIR, BaTTclls, Fcbmary 2> 175}*. 

IT is true the time has appeared . long 
fince I heard from you ; but moft of it 
has been a feries of fuch very bad weather, 
that I would not have bought even the plea- 
fure of a letter from you at the expence of the 
hazards my friend Thomas muft have run in 
bringing it. Were I to tell him fo, he would 
not conceive how great a compliment I paid him; 
2 ^ nor 
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nor can you. Sir, unlefs you guefs at the degree 
of joy you afford me each time you write. 
Yours, at hearing from me, would perhaps be 
reciprocal, if I could entertain you as well : 
but alas ! how far fhort am I of being able 
to entertain you at all J particularly at this 
time, that my fpirits are not only deprefled 
with what affects yours, as folitude, winter 
ftorms, and more heavy winter evenings, but- 
alfo by the ftorm my Daughter's imprudence 
(to call it by no worfe a n^me) has raifed 
not only in her family, but in the world. This 
melancholy fcene to her friends is I fuppofe 
an ^mufement to the public, and will fhortly 
be a ftill greater one, who will divert them- 
felves at her and her favourite's expence, whilfl: 
her Hufband and Friends lament her folly. — I 
had a letter of condolence to-day upon this fub- 
jed, which is no fecret one, from the Duchefs 
pf Somerfet j but, as it is a kind of fermon, I 
will fpare you fo ferious an epiftle, which 
will be more ufeful when your fpirits are too 
much enlivened, (if they ever are fo) than at 
this languid feafon.— I defire you will not fail 
to write to Mr. Greaves for the Ode, that I 
may keep my word with Her Grace : and when 
you write, affure him of my efteem, and make 
jpv compliments to his agreeable Wife.— I re, 
Y 3 turn 
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turn the enamelled Label for a ixittle, which 
I fuppofe is meant for him. The defign of if, 
h exceedingly pretty; and I fliould not ib 
long have deprived him of the plcafurc of fee- 
ing it, had I not waited for your fenrant t» 
carry it fafe, who, by the way, was fo kind 
to bring me a pretty large book from Aris^ 
who bound it for me : it is called " Nfcmoirs cf 
^* fcveral learned Ladies of Great Britain.** % 
have not read it-, and fiiould not have fub* 
fcribed to it, but to oblige a Lady who de- 
fired me, having po idea of its merit •, therdbri 
I do not fend it you : befides, how ihoold 
trufty Tom be able to carry that, and with it 
thirteen more things I load him with, to leave . 
at Birmingham ? viz. ift, a jack for boots j 
2dly, a reading-defk ; 3dly, a cribbage-board ; 
4thy, a pair of fnuffers ; 5thly, a ruler ; 6thly, 
an eighteen-inch rule ; three pair of nutcrackers 
make nine things; a lemon-fqueezer, ten ; two 
candlcfticks make twelve ; a piquet-board, 
thirteen : — -but left you Ihould think the bur- 
then too great for your man dr your horfe, be 
it known that thefe thirteen ufeful things go 
all into one coat-pocket, and are made out of 
one piece of mahogany, eighteen inches long, 
when open, nine when fhut, and barely five 
Inroad. Mr, John Reynalds brought this Pft>-^ 

tcus 
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teus yefterday to fhcw me, and I fend it t9 
have one made by it, firft, for the curiofity cjf 
this maggotty invention ; fecondly, for the ufc 
of it, when it is in the fhape of a reading-de(k. 
I faw him take his boots off with it with eafe ; 
and I believe it is equally good as a lemon^ 
fqueezer. I think a place might be contrived 
to let in a fmall ink-bottle and a pen : buc 
as it was invented by a General^ that utenfil 
gave place to others more immediately neccflary 
to his profeffion. 

But now for Egotifm (for you alk after mc, 
and muft be obeyed) : I have never been below 
flairs fincc I wrote to you laft, and never but 
once fince I faw you, and that was fo long ago 
as New-year's-day, when I went down, for a 
very few dull hours, and Have been ill fince ^ 
but am now pretty well ; and my loweriiooms 
have had fires made in them foitie days, by way 
lof preparing them for the reception of my^ per- 
son, which moves but flowly toward^ them; 
though I believe I fliall go dowh the ladder, if 
«ny charitable perfoh comes to receive me at 
the bottom. I expedted it w<>uld have been 
Mrs. Davies with her Mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Bartlet^ for whom . I oSkttd to fend my 
chaife to-moriDw, but they choofi: to defisr 
theif vifit one or two day$. M to Mr«. Holy* 
¥4 oak. 
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oak, who was a very chearful neighbour, (he 
has never been here finc^ the death of her fc- 
cond fon (whofe death, by the way, is rather 
good than ill fortune to his family) ; and Mr. 
Holyoak has been here but once, though it is 
above fix weeks ago ; and Mifs Molly lives at 
Worcefter.— Mr, Allen is dead. — ^Mr. Bradley 
has been at London, but called on me yefter- 
day; as did Dr. Wall on Sunday, who tells 
me a turnpike-road is to be made (by an Aft 
of Parliament promoted by Sir George Lyttd- 
ton) from Stourbridge to Bromfgrove ; and, 
by Lord Plymouth's defire, on to Hewelly and 
to Crabbs Crofs -, which laft place is but fix 
miles off; and from it one enters upon the 
Ridgeway. You fee how I ftudy the topo- 
graphy of the country, and all in order to 
facilitate the agreeable vifits I propofe annually 
to make to the Leafowes. You, who do not travel 
with four-wheeled vehicles, want not fuch helps: 
Why then come you not ? Pray anfwer, / come^ 
aiid be as good as your word. It is true the in- 
vitation is mercenary, and nothing as yet mak^ 
Barrells a defirablc refidcnce : the Aviary is 
unpeopled, the Garden produces only fnowr 
drops, crocufes, &c. and all the melody of the 
Grove is the voice of rooks -, but feeing them 
build (which they hav? begun to do) introduce 

Springy 
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spring, or at leaft the hopes of its quick ap- 
pearance, as it is approaching fo near— Next 
week Mrs. Davics will be here, who, when 
(he is in fpirits herfelf, enlivens others : come 
then and partake of her gaiety, as I fhall have 
nothing elfc fo good to offer you ; for at prefent 
I am acquainted only with fmoaky chimnies, 
and various kinds of bad weather, which, for 
want of company, makes me lead diredlly the 
life of a dormoufe.-^I ihall certainly grow to 
my chair, or become lethargic, if my friends 
do not take compaffion on me. As to my only 
near neighbours, I give up the thoughts of ex- 
pefting it j for I neither fee nor hear any thing 
from them, but by their fervant-boy, who 
comes regularly three times a week to defire 
fhe News-paper. 

Au rejle^ (according to the French phrafe) I 
fend you to read Mademoifelle de Maintenon*s 
I^etters in the original : you fhall fee the Eng- 
Jifh tranflation, if you pleafe ; but the flile in 
French is as good as the fenfe, which is a 
double profit to the reader. I alfo fend (but 
with fome reluftance, becaufe I have fcrawled 
family things in the margin ; which I do not 
intend any fhould fee, but fuch a friend as 
yoy) the Life of Lord Bolingbroke, which 

interefts 
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intcrcfb me, as he was my Brother: perhaps 
it may not intcrcft you ; in which cafe you 
need not read it. --Neither Poetry nor Plays have 
approached me of a long feafon^ and news I 
learh only from the worft hands^ viz. the 
fiews*paper Writers. My correfpondents are few i 
the Duchefs of Somerfet is too much retired 
to hear of what paiTes, and is too much wrapt 
«t|> iri religious and moral refledions to admit 
e£ ether fubjefts in her letters.— Sir William 
Meredith and. his Sifters are not yet arrived at 
LendoA. Sir Peter Soame lives almbft always 
in the country ; and Outing is too lai^y to 
write a line more than he is obliged to. Ha{)py 
would you be if I were fo too, who have wrote 
fo much, tjiat there is room for no more, but 
that I am^ with unfalhionable fincerity^ 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROVOB, 
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FiiftDii^ of April, ijss* 

Bfe itkhOwnthitlimaWgry: I^oflldtWH 
fay very amgty, btit /&# jKXj W^d not 
bdieve, fince I ^te ^dfenSte tftc fjfcifeiii who 
has ofFentJed me 5 tneaning, -dtar Sin yow 
identical fclf, who have titi&itr aiifwe^ Iftf 
laft letter, ftor crtme to riftt my Hermfta^^ 
though preffingly invifcpd. I offered f^u Mm 
Davies's corttpany, as b^ing mOre theidiil than 
tny own; but flxe 1$ gWie (aftet a m6nlh'4 
ftay) i Jo how it is irifcuriibfent upoh y6ii tfe Ai 
penance hene on this fpdt to aohe fe* ymt 
paft fault : and penasnce jt will be, as I ^^ quilt 
06nt m this idtril h^itatioh. BSt WcrmhbSt 
}t is Lent, fend the rifit will bt a *eritdftt)M 
^6tion. As to my own merit, (if strif Hmt 
be in r^ltertient) it will all be loll 5 fdr hdh 
^grtekble comp^tiy tod cowtetfaliott will torn 
Lcfnt into a &ftital ; but Idt it do f^^ I inU 
fuh the rifle ^the ptirafl>m€*rtf, if yoiJ^ ^r, 1;^ 
Siafee thd pilgrimage. At this i^afon fitiCw 
fhinks«iySh^bbefy cftt^t tO Ihv^ Ji^dHs but; 
}9 W 
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to my felf It is unknown; and all the intelli- 
gcnce I have from it is by a few fnowdrops 
and polyanthufes, which are daily fent as gmbaC^ 
fadors into my chamber, tied up in a nofegay^ 
but in no ways inviting, though joined with 
the kind laureftinus, who is indeed a friend in 
difirefs^ (as you called him) and is moft wel- 
come in winter : but I could almoft wiih to 
have him out of fight, and even the Robin\ fweet 
note put of hearing, as they remind me of the 
melancholy winter that is fcarccly paft; and 
nothing agreeable as yet denotes approaching 
Spring. I fet Mrs. Davies to tranfcribe the 
Green Book, and began it myfelf: it was not 
quite finilhed, fo ftie carried it to Stratford; 
but it is fafe, and almoft done, and you fhall 
have the copy. But where are the pretty 
paintings I was to have ? You fee how 
covetous I aui, and how a little received 
makes me grafp at more : but as covetoufnefi 
is infatiable, fp is your fund of fupplying i; 
inexhauftible. 

I expeft Sir William Meredith foon, wha 
will I hope tell me news, or bring me ne>«f 
things to read; ^11 which is uncertain : in the 
niean time, I have read the Gamejter and the 
SrQibers^ and a bpok called Manner^. As to 
the Qamjiery yo« hav? u^dgybtedly read it; 
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it IS .true it draws tears, and feems adapted to 
ilo good, which I heartily wifli it may ; but 
it. is much upon a footing with George Barn" 
well; and in my mind, the heroine's gencro- 
Cty and good nature is rather bverftrained : but 
thofe who paint for the ftage muft draw larger 
than life. The Br of hers I have alfo read, and 
believe it to be a well- wrote piece ; but as it i% 
poetry, you are the beft judge. I find it is liked, 
and, I think, with rcafon. The Bricklayer's 
performance is a furprizing one in him, and 
has to be fure infinitely more fpirit than the 
other tragedy called alfo The Earl ofEJJhc j but 
I never was fond of the fubjeft. As thefe plays 
will fill -but a corner of my fervant*s pockets, 
I fend them, though well perfuaded you muft 
have read them •, but he can eafily bring them 
back. With them goes Voltaire's Defence of 
my Brother Bolingbroke's Letters, &c. 

Did your man fhew you the little jack for 
boots, and all the • apparatus ? If it is at 
Birmingham to be copied for me, Jofcph may 
alk after it; for I order him to return that 
way with a compliment to my relation Captain 
Somervile, who is quartered there, and ^ho 
lay here with Mr. John Reynald^ a week agp : 
it is Lord Somervilc's eUeJi Son I mean; he 

whom 



1^ LADY tUXBOROt/GM^^ 

whofp ypu ipay perchance luvc fecn » ^ftoncj 
)lfi longs to fee the Ixj^fQw^s^ ^d has almoft 
as m^y good quallpes 4$ that place has beaii* 
ties. I find yoHT Beauty J^ady Diana Egertoij 
is tnarriedt but Dot to the Ipver I few her with 
the laft fcafoa th?t I was at Bath.— Mr. Oy WJg 
is, I believQs At Lpi>dqn, in C^I^s Court ; bii( 
not an c^bo {peaks his n^m^ to m^ nor d9S9 
9 poftboy bring 4 Unic fi:^m hio). J would 
leave biio to his cpi>tep?pl»tiQps pp hi^ nofl? 
occupatiQn9».h§d not fonu; particular bufinel^ 
urged by Lofd JLjUjcbarwgbj, pbKgcd p^e t» 
wrke^ to convey s^ Utter from the Utter tp hiv^ 
ip the^e are hppes that wis (hall h^r^ once owrf 
pf him, %ni 9vefi fro^i hioi^ but X wU no( 
anfwer for it, Jaclj: SLoynalds %s^ ^* to bf^ 
^^ for« b» is goiog to bm owned. tQ hi!^ jf«||ifj 
?* Captain Swete'^ ri^K widow/' 

How does Mr. Greave$ ^ hi$ i^goifablci 
Wife? My query is not interefted» thwgh 
I confefs I wi(h for the pretty polyanthus poor 
f iaw then?, which Mrs, <Jre^vcs politely (^ 
fered me. 

,A4as ! will no Chrift^Ua be fb chan^le » 
to beftow one fin^e pea capable of writinj^ 
Mpoo 9 d^iJiitc jfcwbe ? N« I ihcj? £mviA 
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in tkc moft laconic ftfle, for i c»n write no. 
more than 

Yours, &c. &c. 



LETTER XCJV. 

DEAR SIR, Barrens, }|Nri>4i lySJ^ 

YO U may be certain that I have been ill, 
fince you have not had a letter from mt 
of fi> long a time ; for, next to cenverfilig 
with you, nothing plea^^ me fo much as cor- 
frfpondmg with you by letter. When Mr* 
Pixell was laft here^ I was fo little able to answer 
die obliging letter you wrote by him, that I 
could not (q much as fee him ; fbr I was in 
bed all day. I Ihould have rejoiced to have 
contributed towards his Son's fuccefs, in 
what he d.efired to obtain at Stratford ^ byt 
pnfortunately I have no intereft there : JMrs. 
Kendall gone to Lord Exeter's, and Mrs. Davies 
gone to Lopdpn,— to whom could I apply ? 
(for Mr. Payton he was fure of before, as well 
^$ of Mr. Kendrick) yet I did venture to write 

to 
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to Mr. Brigham and Mrs. Bartlct : the former 
was from home, but has fince fent me the in- 
clofed anfwer ; and Mrs. Davies has alfo wrote 
me a line about it, which I inclofe. I adviied 
with Mr. John Reynalds about the afiair, who 
faid there was no way he knew of, but for 
JMr. Pixel], the Father, to go and canvafs, an4 
get nine or ten Aldermen together and make 
them drunk, and confequently they would be 
friends to his Son. — ^It is too true that this 
kind of proceeding prevails in England much 
fooner than merit. 

I find your neighbours and mine echo each 
other, yiir and exercife ! air and exercife ! and we 
no fooner obey but we get cold, and become 
incapable of even taking the air and exercife 
which the houfe and gardens afibnL I am 
fure I find it fo^ for though I am better in 
health, I have fuch a violent pain in my face 
and teeth, that I can get no fleep, nor apply 
myfelf . to any thing. This, added to mj low- 
nefs of fpirits, will certainly infpire me with 
very bright thoughts to adorn my letter ! but if 
dulnefs is my lot, I cannot help it, and you 
are too candid not to pardon me, though I 
'numb you with it. 

I fent my horfes to London lafl: Wednefday 
to fetch Mrs. Davies and my new poft-charioc 

I expeft 
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1 expcft to fee them on Monday at farthcft, 
and then Will take from her the copies fhe hag 
wrote out of your Green Book, whidh, Ihe 
locked up at Stratford before fhe went her 
journey* Your olber Green Book is a curiofity 
more worthy Dean Lyttelton j but is far from 
diminilhing my real value for the unadorned, 
unembelliihed, un-illuminated Green Book, 
which you allow me to call my own. — ^But to 
return to the laft Green Book : I muft fay it k 
beautifully illuminated, and the gilding is, in 
my mind, furprizingly well laid on ; and as to 
the price, you muft have paid the man with 
indulgences ; for the money you gave is in 
no ways adequate to the value. I never faw 
but one like it, and it is the property of Sir 
William Meredith, whofe merit you extol in 
fix as elegant lines as I ever read. I want to 
fee the whole copy of verfcs complete -, and 1 
much want to fee you two here together* If I 
have not that fatisfadion, the fault will be 
yours.— 'I expeft him foon» He is at Wi- 
gan in Lancaftiire, making intereft to be cho- 
fen Member of Parliament : his Sifters are at 
London in a Hew houik he has taken, except 
the Countefs Ferrers, who is already gone out 
of town, and I believe was there but a few 
weeks. 

Z I cori- 
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I congratulate you upon MrC Hylton's ht^ 
coming your neighbour : he ieemed to me of a 
gentk difpofition, and capable of being a good 
friend, as well as dcfirous of becoming one by 
his obliging behaviour.— Y<nir correfpondence 
with Lord Dudfcy cannot be otherwife thtt 
amufing and inftruftive ; for you fsiy you feldam 
write to bim^ and never bear from bim. I inia- 
gine the cafe is much the fame between you and 
Outing -, from whom I hear occalionaUy, but 
feldom ; and fcarcely ever but upon biifincfe 
Mr. Reynalds tells rtte he ftill complains of his 
pupil, who is not yet gone to fea.— The two 
Captains Somervile are at Litchfield on ac- 
count of the Review, 

P. S. The Moralities and Crito I fend back : 
the fornier is certainly /n/^-iffimo ; the latter 
is the reverie. I have read with pleafure the 
new Tranflation fit>m Sokz of the Conqueft ot 
Mexico, corre6ted by Mr. Hook, Author xA 
the Roman Hillary ; and find it fcts that event 
in a new light by the ^Id author, and in much 
newer and better language than we have ever 
fecn it before, by means of the new tranfladoB. 
—What you fay of Mademoifelle Maintefi<m*t 
Letters is perfeftly truic -, but I could not have 
known how to fay it, though I felt it ; fo littlfe 

of 
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of a 'cnticam 1% andykt I think I could cri« 
ticizeupon heir fennmcnts, which, whencotn- 
pauKd mth hec aftkms, feem not a little hypo- 
crbic^ Wis ikaQ fee her Lifb in print 
ihortly, and then wx may -ju(%t better, i€ it is^ 
wrote fairly^. 

I juft now have fent for the teamed Mr. Hume^ 
TQj 9vdeqeft j:p cqi^fu|t about your hotr-bod 
fox mekms, H^ affures 51? jt j$ tpp^ Jfttft to-" 
aim ^t hayifjg aqy /ifeif yeap; b^it will dirfifl: 5 
ypiar map, J^©v tj?, proceed ag^upft tlw? «^f J^ad 
yp« wrpte abgi^t it in your 1^(1 kttcr,. | G»u|d «qc 
qaly Havp,, ^(f^fted you vjrith 44vice, b^af alf^ 
Yrth fp?4s aoji pl.Wt&^-T!j h4ip(: c^ceedii^^ fines^ 
adpffuwipfi^ byf fhP Gardcpeir l^ys they ^^ijj 
4jf long )^£bre they ge^ t^ jou \ 9fhier« 
wife y99^ Ihqi^ have ha^ ^ $^^ i(t W40 99^. 
your hreaft.'^l am promifefj^ ^ cgraisl ttf cjj i^ut 
muft waijt fill September; 

rl cqu}d laugh (jf yoi; wpuld forgave it) ac 
;f^ glR4: ,yauf: ff^6ithfcary^'\ tjje one fears tte 
i};iefjpk will fijll on l^is head, and thf reforo 
dreads tl^»/}^fl4 pf ^ i^^U : tiic other lives 
a mile or two ofF, and gives money to have 
tho^ ]^}iA'fm^ harmonious, though he cannot 
hear them : the latter has to be fure a more 
public fpirit, and the other a more prudential 
one, according to the felf-interefted fcheme of 
Z 2 things. 
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things. Upon the whole, I vote for nQ bells 
ringing when Lord Dudley comes into the 
country, but thofe pretty ones I was fo fond 
of hearing in your hail ; and methinks I would 
go and join chorus, 

<< Down with your Caps to the Gfonsd, Boys :** 

but firft. Sir, be pleafed to come here, and fee 
the fpontaneous beauties of my Coppice ; for 
you never come till they have run their race; 
and are no more. In fhort, if you will not come 
loon, I will not go to the Leafbwes at all. By 
die way in which you take this threat, I fliall 
know if you choofe my company.— Be fo good 
as to let my Gardener fee Lord Dudley's Green- 
Houfe and Hot-Houfes: he be^ed leave to 
fee the Leafowes ; and as you had aiked him, 
I could not well rcf ufe. 

Your idea of the ink*ftand*s prevendng the 
new machine from being ufeful as a pair of 
breeches, made me laugh (though alone) fo 
loud, that Lane heard me. She prefents her 
refpeds, and I my afiedionate compliments. 

H« LUXBOROUGH. 
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LETTER XCV. 

DEAR SIR, BarrcUs, Jane 23-4, 1753. 

YOUR two letters arriving almoft in the 
fame minute, roufed me in fdme mea- 
fure out of the lethargic difpofition, or rather 
the heavy ftupcfaftion I have been oppreffed 
^ith fome time, notwithftanding what I have 
fufFered, and do fuffer, by a violent pain in my 
face and teeth, enough to have given fpirits, 
though not by an agreeable method; whereas 
mine are as dejefted as you can poffibly ima- 
gine; and I fee no immediate reafon to hope 
their fpeedy amendment. 

I very feldom have vifited my Shrubbery; 
and have then been obliged to be often fup- 
ported, or to fit down : and as to my new 
chaife, (which i$ a chariot, or rather a landau- 
let, only drawn as a poft-ehaife) I have been 
in it but twice, and then forced in. The laft 
time was only to Oldbarrow, about four days 
ago, and have not recovered the fatigue yet, 
nor been down flairs but once. This grim 
defcription of myfelf will not Vecommend me 
Zj a^ 
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as a companion or a corrcfpondcnt ; but I am 
equally a friend; for my fentiments, thank 
God, are not infedled, though, my fpirits and 
body fufFer. I am forry you are inclinable 
to fuch dejc6lion, which I know fo well how 
tb pity : *btit he)pe you will fh^ it -dff ^ith 
more cafe, and that I fhall •fee . yba brifk 
and bonny at this place ere king, wit*h ykur 
^ood and agreeable Friend. 

I will not fiail to 'fend your |fticket *> <fcc 
Duchefs of Somerfet, and to •obey -all j^dur 
commands; but it is too ^bigfbr tkepa^.*^ 
have read the Ode, and think it'<»n recmve n^ 
amendment. 

I underftand that Mr. Hykon and Mifi 
Rock both come down with Lord (Dudley^ and 
that Mifs L — is jealous of Mifs R-<~— , wh^ 
it feems is very pretty ; and that they are to 
itop in Buckinghamfhire, in their way. 

The .plural number coneernintg letters, in the 
firft line of mine, may puzzle you ; *but means 
the letter you fent me to*day bytrufty Thomas, 
as alfo that you wrote (in part to me) to Mfs^ 
Davies, dated <he 9th, which ihe fent for my 
perufal juft before your iervant 'Came in-, and 
it rejoiced me to find you had rem«nbe«dj, 
when I feared the contrary, 1 Jiavc never km 
7 her 



LETTERS. 34g 

ber fince her return from London, but for 
about fqc days. She pleads much company 
and occupation at Stratford. In ihort, I am 
as defolatc as Robinfon Crufoe, even when he 
h^d ffpt his man Friday. 

Being really too weak to finiflb copying the 
Green Book, I fend as far as Mrs. Davies 
wrote, and the titles of the remainder. 

The notion of a turn|5ike pkafes pie much, 
hoping it facilitates the way to phe Leafowes : 
but you Ihould have gone to Hagley. I preach, 
you find •, but how do I praftife ? Helas !— 
Lady Plymouth, Lady Archer, &;c. are in the 
neighbourhood, and I in my chimney-corner. 

I wifli I could fee Mrs. DonoUy's Accufation^" 
and Mr. Outing^s Vindication, in a Maga- 
zine, 

Adieu. So .bad a f£n, fo bad a head, fo 
bad fpirits^ ought not to trouble you longer: 
yet, under all thefe diftreffes, you will ever 
find me 

Yoqrmoft faithful 

and obliged friend 

and humble fervant, 

Z 4 H< Lvxbc^ovqh; 



344 LADY LUXBOROUGH*s 

Upon fecond thoughts, I have dcfircd your 
man to carry the little machine to the Lea« 
fowes, as you may be curious to fee it ; from 
whence he can convey it to Mr. Cpttercll at 
Birmingham^ defiring him to make me one aa 
foon as poflible, and to make the joint go 
quite eafy, which, by falfe workmanfhip, this 
rnodel does not. If an ink-horn and pen 
could be introduced, it would do well^ an^ the 
whole IhouW be lighter. 
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DEAR SIR, Barrells, September i ath, x 753^ 

AS you kindly exprefs a defire to hear 
from me, J imagine one or two' lines 
from my own hand will be more fatisfadory 
than more lin«s by the hand of any other perfon, 
I therefore tell you myfelf, that I am fpkrf^fy 
well J I might fay very welj, (f I had more 
ftrength ; but that nervous diforder, which has 
long affefted my fpirits, and which affefted my 
limbs (particularly my hands) when at Bath 
is defcended to my legs, which have been 

much 
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much fwcUcd about the ancles, and made me 
and my friends apprehend the confequence, 
as they pitted a good deal; but they are 
now fallen, and I can walk pretty well alone 
in a room •, but muft ftill be lifted off my 
chair, and into my landaulet, in which I go 
three or four miles in a day for the air, and 
back again^ without going into any houfe ; and 
I lay ftill below ftairs, The worft effeft of 
all thefe complaints is my being deprived of 
the pleafure of ranging over the charming Lea- 
fowcs all day, and of enjoying your converfa- 
tion there ^ but, left you ihould think me worfe 
than I am, I muft tell you that I am juft come 
into the houfe from the Summer-houfe, where 
I drank tea with Mrs, Bartlet, Mrs, Davies, 
Mr. Holyoak, and Mr. John Reynalds: the 
two latter we have left at bowls by moon-light, 
I was led up the flopes, but walk on plain 
ground ; fo that it is plain I mend ; and next 
time I write to you^ I think to do it with my 
foot 5 for that cannot perform worfe than my 
hand and pen do at prefent. 

J think the inundation of fine company you 
have had at the Leafowes muft have been an 
additional ornament to that charming place ; 
and the place muft have given ihem real plea- 
fure, as they arc people of tafte. — ^AU ♦ '- 
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beauiy Mifs Banks may t>oaft of, cajaijot have 
effaced the other beauties which your Grove 
fxefcntpd to your company, and which winter 
has /pared zs yet^ hyt beiw^e of wIm^ inv 
prei&QQ her charms noay ^e made ^upon your 
heart, i£ nhey gaio/cd .^j^nuttanoe tkece, as if 
feared : hyt pray who is the iaid La|dy» and 
«rhere does U^ enchaatreis 4^eU »^ 

Adieu. The ivipper-bell cays ^ theoons^iiny 
watts. I cefobre to endeaypur Xo ibUow your 
^Qod advice whilft thp weather is ^tolerahle^ 

Your mofb ob^ed 
and faithful jfervant^ 

H. LuxBORoir<»». 

I wait in^tieDtly for the k^tF you pwh 
ftnife me firom Mr. Hyslton.-rMy con^limcnts, 
ipfi^, to XiOrdfDudky, &c. &c. 



JL'ETTE* 
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j}£AR SIR„ Sq)tcaAcritthatNight,i7S3. 

EVERY hfftance of your partial fnmS&iip 
givts ine a -pteatfure, ^hich would be per* 
feft, was it not attended by the confcbufiief$ 
of not meriting that partiality which I am 
proxjd of. This refle6tion humbles me; and 
I muft own that what you'caH M^fnefs in 
me, is only borrowed, as that of the moon ; 
and is owing to your neighbouriiood, and even 
to your correfpOTidence ; which when i am 
deprived of, I remain a dull inanimate lump.— 
Your concern for my health fhews your good 
nature ; which I ought to repay by following 
your advice : but the weather often obftnufts 
my performances in my poft-chaifc, which I 
think were to be very frequent, according to 
your prefcription and Sir Peter 'Soame's ; but I 
go frequently as far as my neighbour Mrs. 
Bradley's, whp is not able to come to me at 
prefent, -being near lyitig-in. As to my vifit 
to the Leafowes, I want neither your pcrfua- 
lions, nor Dr. Wall's advice, to mduce me to 
it 5 my own inclination biaffing mc that way 

more 
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more than any bribe could biafs a mercenary 
voter at an eleftion i fo that a fun-(hiny wcek» 
a continuance of my prcfent degree of health, 
and a little better ufe of my legs, would cer- 
tainly fuffer me to be attradted by the charms 
of the renowned Leajbwes^ whofe power draws 
Jteaux, Belles, Poets,^ Senators, &c. to pay ho- 
mage to theno. Glad I am that fo much gdo4 
tafte IS left in our nation-,, and proud I am 
that I had juft enough to difcover its, bea,utie^ 
before it had received the benefit of the polifh-. 
ing you have fince heftawed upon it. Na- 
ture and you went hand in hand to pcrfeft it. 
Nature will perfifl: in her work. — ^Pray do not 
you be idle, but let the applaufe of the polite 
encourage you. Nay, let Mifs Peggy B— ks's 
ipo,OQo/. call in a mite to embellifh what; you 
have fo well begun, and fo near accomplilhed^ 
Where do you fi^h for thefe Golden I^dieSy 
whofe merit outweighs their purfe? I wifh 
you fuch a partner for life, ynlefs celibacy be 
your choice. The Lady (who is a ftranger to 
me) little thinks how much fhe is obliged to 
me. 

Though you have not anfwered Mrs. Davies's 
Jetter, fhe, to Ihew that flie bears no gall, 
fends you her bell compliments. -, and is 'numb- 
ing her fingers to tranfcribe a few lines more 

of 
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of your Green Book, to fend you by tnifty 
Tom, with a melon, which my Gardener docs 
not boaft of, but we hope it may prove eat- 
able. Had he any better, they fliould be laid 
at your feet by his good will, as well as mine. 

I wifli my pen could keep pace with my 
thoughts ; your letter would be anfwered more 
fully 5 but you know my hands and legs have 
not been of late famous for agility : yet you* 
encourage me greatly as to one of my inabi- 
lities, by telling me that moft of your vifitants 
are miferabk walkers •, and I (hall plume myfelf 
with the remembrance of having been a better 
one not long fincc, which enabled me to par- 
take of the diftant as well as Of the near pro- 
fpefts of your farm, and will again reftore me, 
as I hope, to that of vifiting every corner of 
your Grove at Icaft : the other wood might be 
too afpiring; fo I dare not mention it, but 
(hall admire it with uplifted eyes. 

Now for the EleAion. As to the particular 
anfwer to every point which I could have 
wiflied to fend you, I muft be deficient to- 
night. You fent late. I am ignorant fo much 
as of Mr. Coventry's friends or his enemies. I 
will fpeak to the Oldbarrow people to found 
them to-morrow, and will write and fend to you 
about Thurfday, with all the intelligence I can 
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get: but alas! the inteUigence you may es« 
pe& firom an Hermitefs, you coul4 not fell for 
half a nut-fhell* 

I am greatly obliged to Sir George I^yttelton 
for his enquiry after my health ; and the mem 
ib, as I always had the greatcfl refpeft for 
him. 

As for you. Sir, you want not, I hope, 
frelh aiTurances of my frien4ihip ; apd lor 
proofs cf it, let but fortune put. it in my 
power, and do you commimd. a$, Kaftily ias yon 
pleaf«^ ypu fliall \k obeyed by . 

Your faithful humble feryant, 

H. LUXBOROVOH. 
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DEAR SIR, BanrelI^Septaabrr.:^7tli, I7{|^ 

\H.E N your fervant was laft here, I 
could in^ fend yod a. poficive anlweF, 
|ipr indeed any aninver ^boutthe Oldbanow 
Voters &r itbe county of Wosc^r^ fin: indeed 
I live §0 much xetired, diar I. am ieldom in* 

formed 
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formed dF what paflte but by the newB-papcrs^ 
which I think barre not mentiorKd that dec# 
tion. Ever finee I received yours, I have been 
anxious to enquire who were the voters in my 
neighbourhood, that I might have an oppor- 
tunity of obliging you ; as alfo Lord Dudley 
and Sir George Lytte4ton \ for both which I 
have ibt gteatefl: regard and efteem. By means 
of Mr. Holyoak I got fome names of freehold* 
ers, with whom both he and I will ufe our 
intereft in favour of Mr. Coventry. If you 
know of any befides thofe named in this lift, 
be pleafed to fend me their names. Lord 
Archer diade me 4 viit to-d^ : I fpoke to 
him upon this affair, and found that he and 
Lord Kynwuth tfc^ie in the intereft v£ Mr. 
Coventry as ftw>ftgly as we could wife ; how- 
eveis I give him,^ by hi« Own defir^ the inclofai 
Jittlc lift which I igot from Mr. Holyoak^ As 
to Mr. Packwood, Lord Archer and we fop* 
pole him to be engaged on the other fide^ 
There are voters who live at Taaworth : | 
make no doubt h\M Lord Archer fecures than^ 
as he appears to be z^aloiis in the ycanfe. 

Mr, Holyoak deitres fats coaaplimedts t0 
you^ and fays he is whoUy at your fervice fyr 
whatever intereft he can make: and you give 
one pleafore by affinrdiiig -me an occafion ^ 

proving 
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proving to you the fincerity with which I at 
ways pro&& myfelf. Dear Sir^ 

Your obliged and moft 

humble fervant and friend, 

H. LUXBOROUCH* 

N. B. Lord Luxborough has an e0:ate ac 
pldbarrow, which he bought of Mr. Thomas 
Holyoak, deceafed* 
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• DEAR SIR» Barrelk, Novembtr izth, IJip 

1C A N N O T forbear reflefting upon your 
kindnefs to your friends in general, and to 
me in particular. Your obliging letter came 
jufl apropos to roiize me from an unpleafing, in^-^ 
adUye, and worfe than lethargic ftate of body ; 
for as to my mind, it is ever waking and intent 
upon my friends j nor do they lofe one fcruplc 
of the regard I owe them, by my not exprefling 
it with my pen -, nor do they lofe an inftant of 
pleafure by my lilence -, for what can / fay to 
pleafe, who hear nothing to pleafe myfelf? But 
no more of this.*— *Be aflured my :Biendihip 

retains 



LETTERS. ' 3S3 

fetains its full weight, and is neither eftranged 
from you, rior in the leaft diminifhed. Your 
merit and my eftcem fecure it yours. 

I am alhamed of myfelf when I name yotir 
Ode. 1 am guilty^ I confefs, of having de- 
prived Her Grace of it long; but I am alfo 
» innocent of ahy artifice in my feeming negledl ; 
only I did not meet with any body I could 
truft with it that was going towards Her 
Grace's habitation, and the little book was too 
big and heavy for a frank ; but at laft I have 
fent it, and hope to give you her anfwer about 
Dodfley's printing it ere long-, and in the 
mean time flatter myfelf no falfe edition by 
piracy, &€• can happen to be publiflied: be 
that as it will, I ihall take the blame upon 
myfelf for my delay, and Ihall excufe you to 
my Friend the Duchefs of Somerfet ; who is 
too benign to accufe us, as fhe muft know 
we mean her well; and I do not doubt but 
fhe will permit Dodfley to print it, and that 
with pleafure. You was kind in contributing 
fomethingof Mn Whiftler's and Mr. Graves's 
to his Mifcellanies : Would I were capable of 
adding a line to them worth reading! but I 
am no Poetefs : if I was, the Leafowes and its 
Owner (hould ftill be my theme. 

Mrs. Davies has left me to horrid folitude ; 
A a ' but 
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but has left the reft of your Poems, which 
I inclofe. You will, methinks, ftare at the 
epithet i&^m^ which 1 have annexed to foUtude\ 
as that ufed to pleale me, and be called fwect 
at leaft : but changes of one kind bring 
on changes of another, even without being 
owing to ficklenefs, as my life has proved to 
me ; yet my taftes are the fame ; and I had 
rather now deck [a rural bower than glitter on 
a birthnight at court : but as we are all made 
for fociety, the lofs of neighbours and of 
limbs, make thefe bowers more irkfome than 
inviting. I am, however, much better in 
health and limbs than when you faw me, and 
do not dcfpair of meafuring your walks once 
more at leaft with my fteps : provided you 
come in the n>ean time to do thefame to mine ; 
why not ? Winter is your feafon of appearing : 
the Leafowes has too many charms, and attrafts 
too good company to be left in Summer: but 
our country hearts and hearths may be as 
honeft, pert, and jovial, as any your pariftiion- 
crs can afford you ; and ^t more we fliall not 
afpire— Come clfe and fee. Outing will be 
here foon, I fuppofe ; for the roads of the Vale 
of Evefham . frighten him from the thoughts 
of coming from Somervile's Afton hither, when 
they are at the worft. Parfon Holyoak went 

with 
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^ith him thither, arid ftaid a few days; and 
alfo went to Hewell with him^ where (according 
to the news-paper's phrafe) they were mojl grd^ 
tioujiy tecehed.-^Thc great Mr. Weft of the 
Treafury fent his gardener to-day to view my . 
imall Garden and my Walks ; which I won- 
der at, as himfelf had feen them before, and 
muft know they would not teach or ferve as 
fexamples to his fcrvanti 

1 did not think of making mt?re laji words ; 
but I cannot go to bed without congratulating 
you upon the polite company you have re- 
ceived at the Leafowes. I am vain methinks 
that what I fo much approved when in its ' 
tradle, fhould become the refort and envy 
of the bmu mvndci in fpite of the roads and 
weather. 

I am glad you do Lord PI — -— ''s good na- 
ture and politenefs the juftice it deferves. t 
had a few lines from him and his Lady 'to-day j 
ftie is a deferving and amiable woman. I am 
glad yoii will advife as to their improvements 
without doors ; for they intend right as to 
the irifide. Mf/V lespauvres environs refteront en 
defaui. The approach of the waters to thehoufe 
will, 1 fearj produce more agues than good 
fifh, or pleafant views to the place. I am 
much obliged to Sir George Lyttclton ; had I 
A a 2 power, 
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power, he might command it, or you for 
him. 

I hear the oppofition as to the Eledion is 
ftoppcd, and hear it with pleafure. I envy you 
fome of your company more than that of your 
antediluvian, though Reverend, Beed^ and that 
of your Gothic, though modern. Miller.— 1 am 
glad Hagley is to Hand in a rational place, as 
it has a rational mailer, and has loft its unra^ 
tional controller, the late gardener of it. 

I cannot be forry Mr. Hylton has haukd 
his thoufand pounds back, or is fo to do. It 
is far better to haul his money, than zpertuifanei 
or whatever elfe is the name of the tall thing 
they haul. As to the bottle^ and what was 
over the bottle^ you may aflurc him I never 
ventured to let Mr. Ou— g fee it ; for what 
might have enfued? No, Sir, I, would not 
offend any officer in the King's troops. 

I am forry Lord Dudley's toe has been 
fo offended by his bed^s foot^ of which he 
Ihould be cautious for the future, as I fear 
the damages would rather upon trial fall on 
his Lordlhip than on that offender. I beg my 
beft refpefts to his Lordfhip. 

Parfon Holyoak, &c. are your obedient fer- 
vants. Mrs Bradley is recovering from a 
dangerous . lying-in -, and Mrs. Davies is ap 

prefent 
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prefent with her. Farther than this my intel- 
ligence goeth not. I wonder you choofe a 
correlpondent of fo fmall a ftiarc of intelligence, 
fo barren a genius, and fuch confined ideas as 
belong to her, who is with a more expanded 
Jicart, Pear Sir, 

Your moft faithful 
^nd moft grateful, humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 

Compliments, pray, to all your neighbours 
who remember me. You would have the like 
from hence, if neighbours I had, 
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Barrells, Monday Night, November zSih, 1753. 
DEAR SIR, 

AN hour ago I received the inclofed from 
our Duchefs, and thought it incumbent 
upon me to let you fee it as foon as pofllble ; 
and haftened to fend it the rather left the 
direftion Her Grace had fiflied for twelve 
miles off, might not be the true one, and fo we 
A a 5 all 
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all might become the paftime of poftmen ani) 
poftwomen : for what has been may be ; wliicl^ 
the Lord avert ! 

You obferve the Dufhcfs forbids her name,! 
or that of Percy-Lodge, to be made public : I 
dare fay you will obey her orders. I am glad^ 
for Dodfley's fake, and for many more reafons, 
^hat (he has not forbid printing the Poem. 

Your Goyerjiefs Mrs. Holyoak is here, and 
delires, firft, her humbleft compliments, and, 
fecondly, enjoins her ftridbeft commands that 
you leave your chimney-corner, ' fince all your 
fine company has left you, I join with her ^ 
and though my merit is fmall, yet I am proud 
enough to defire the preference before your 
parifhioners, who are the perfons you feem to 
have chofen to be your winter companion^, 
Mr. Holyoak is alfo here, who defires his beft 
compliments. Outing is at the Hofpitable Houfe^ 
Somervile's Afton ; and they are deferred by 
Sir Robert Cocks, who is gone to Bath. \ 
would accompany this with fome entertaining 
ballad, elegy, or epithalamium •, but where muft 
I find them ? Not in my own head, I am fure ; 
fo you muft expeft no poetry from me till the 
Henley bellman has gone his Chriftmas round j 
and ere then I hope you will hear him utter hi^ 
ilhowicks here. 

Lord 
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Lord Plymouth's workmen have left them 
one habitable room till after Chriftmas, (no 
longer) as his Lady writes me word.— I have 
not had the pleafure of receiving Mr. Hylton's 
intended epiftle ; but am of opinion that his 
ftile does not requir^ fo long a delay to make 
his correfpondence appear the more valuable. 
Let him write as he fpeaks, and his letters will 
JDC agreeable to me. 

What more have I to fay? I ibf^tky and 
fhink in vain.^^Yts ; I muft tell you, that I 
am fo much better than when you faw me, 
fhat you would be furprifed.— My hedrt is al- 
ways the fame; that is, affedionate towards 
piy friends ; judge then whether I can ceafc 
$0 bp 

your faithful friend 

^nd humble fcrvant, 

.|i. LuXBOROUCH. 

Send b^ck the Puchefs's letter, pray .-s— Mrs. 
Pavies is ftill at Mrs. Bradley's, gs I hear.— 
My compliment:s to all your good neighboiirs.— 
J^erhaps Lord Dudley is gone p Parliament. 

I am g|ad my favourite ropm i^ honoured 
by your books ; and think the bed (as you 
have contrived it) no detriment to the elegance 
of it, though a confiderable convenience to the 
l^iace, " _ A a 4 Ht Lf 
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Mr. Hylton need not be afliamed to write 
to me : late or early, I Ihall be glad to hear 
fromJiim. 



LETTER CL 

Barrells, Wednefda^ Night, December izthg ^7SJ* 
DEAR SIR,' 

THOUGH I undertake to write to you 
to-night, I do not know how my letter 
is to be wafted to Birminghani, unlefs fome 
kind Sylph offers her fcrvice; the terreftrial 
meflengcrs not being able to travel, at leaft not 
in this country, where it fnows, rains, and 
freezes, not alternately, but at the fame time. Is 
that your cafe in Shropftiire ? If fo, I pity you ; 
but I think you and I, who have not much 
clfe to do, fliould utter our lamentations to 
each other from the corners of the fame chim- 
ney. Sharing the burthen of winter would be 
leffening it to each of us. I cannot go to the 
Leafowes j ergo you muft come to Barrells, or 
we cannot meet. Is not this true reafoning ?. 
You will fay (and perhaps with truth) that it 
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is like an invitation to a funeral ; which, I am 
perfuaded, is a compliment moft people would 
be glad not to receive 5 but though it could 
not entertain you to accept of fuch an invita- 
tion, it would illuftrate your friendly qualities,' 
by affording you an opportunity of giving, 
rather than of receiving, pleafure. The word 
fleafure reminds me ' that I have received a 
very agreeable epiftle from your Friend Mr. 
Hylton, \yhofe lofs of a place at Cottrt does 
not feem to fit heavy upon him. It is ho more 
than I expefted from the good fenfe I obferyed 
in him. 

I return you the Duchefs of Somprfct's letter i^ 
and have methinks too long forborne fcolding 
you for imagining Her Grace's meaning to be 
that you fliould not print your Poem upon 
Rural Tafte. On the contrary, fhe is, I am 
fure, proud of its being infcribed to her, though* 
too bafliful, in her retirement, to choofe her name 
to be at; the head of it ; yet well knowing with 
inward fatisfaftion, that every body will know 
ihe is the Heroine of the piece, as much as one 
knows who was Waller's Saccharifla, without 
reading her real name at the top. Had our 
Duchefs not intended you fhould publifh it, 
what need had fhe to enjoin Jiars or dajhes m^ 
ftead of her and of her habitation's hame$ ? 
2 Dq 
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Pp m% df|)rive the public of the pleafure they 
ffpijlld b^ve in readiiig it, and do not deprive 
Ppr Qracc of the compliment you intended 
|(er, ^nd yhiph fo much fcems to pleafe her, 
both hy the letters (he writes to me as well a^ 
tp ypurfplf about it. In anf^jfer to ^ your 
guc^lipn, I can finccrely affure you, that I never 
pace tho\jght qf the Duqhefe's refufal, nor do I 
call it one nqiy ; and am certain (he mean^ nQ 
inore than what (he exprefles; to yoy about 
fupprefling her name ; fo that yq>ir vanityj were 
it ^vcr fo great, would hot be really hurt by 
this, which your imagination only deems a difap- 
pointment. 

Your Verfes to Lady Plyiipouth (whofe name 
IS Catherine) pleafe:/me greatly, and (he a$ 
greatly nierits your praife. Your expreffion in 
fhie laft line ought to be far from diipleafing 
JLord Plyqiouth, and is, in my mind, mor? 
proper and more elegant than any feigned 
fiame you could give him. I cannot but fay X 
^ould rather wifh the infcription, being to a 
l^ady, had been in EngliOi. Could not that have 
Veen, and yet Horace's Latin motto have beei^ 
prcferved ? but I am no critic, having neither 
capacity nor inclination to be one; fo that 
^hajt I fay upon fuch fubjedts Should be wrote 

^n fa^^. 

9 , ~ I con^ 
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I congratulate Lord Dudley upon his goQ4 
^ck ; and wifh his good neighbour as profit- 
able a foundlefs to warn^ hinifelf by : B? i$ 
known that foundlefs is a Warwicklhire word^ 
as I am told : in honour to the county \ ufe it^ 
or (hould elfe have ftplen ^ word from th^ 
French, ^nd have faid, mt tpuvaille^ for ivs^ 
13 a coal-mine at any time \ and I fpeak of it 
the more feelingly now that I fit freezing, and 
pan fcarcely get a little coal for a great deal 
of money. Pray, fince your county carrier 
fuch profitable fhings in the bowels of the 
parth, ranfack them well, and let me hear that 
you have found fome mines or other : It is a 
felfifli wifh \ for I am fpre \i yqu h^ thofis 
of Peru, your friends would fliare with you \ 
and were it only by viewing the ufe you 
would put them to, in making them fubfpr- 
yieqt to your good tafte, thay- would affprd 
pleafure to ail who knew how to relifh th(p 
ivorks of tafte^ and as to the n^ifcrs, let them 
avaunt.— Your Governefs and I are parted by 
^opds: and Readings are no more, for thi^ 
fcafon at leail \ but they will ftill live in verli^ 
ff you employ your pen in their praife. 

Since you are fo favoured by Apollo and 
the Mufes, that you can dre^inj in yerfe, yo.vi 
ought pot tp be niggardly of xhmu I want to 

fee 
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lee what alterations Somnus or Morpheus have 
made in the pretty lines you wrote here in the 
year 1747 : They would not eafily find what 
to mend. 

Adieu. The wind blows ; I fhiver ; my ink 
freezes 5 my pen wants mending : fo agMi\ 
«dieu. 

Sincerely yours, 

H. LuxBORoycH^ 



I, 1 T T i R cn, 

BantUs, Saturday, Decern^ i5tli» 1753, ] 
DEAR SIR, 

SOME malicious fiend or oriier has fijrely,' 
by way of Chriftmas gambol, entertained 
himfelf by refolving to marr our correlpond- 
cnce, and to thwart whatever you or I have 
innocently proje6ted for our amufement: and 
what I lefs forgive is, that when I mean to Ihow 
my gratitude for your friendly attention upon 
all occafions, my letter is carried to London 
inftead of Birminghapi. I wrote it on Tyef- 

day 
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day or Wednefday laft, and inclofcd the 
Duchcfs of Somerfet's, which you had fent 
me to fee. The froft came, the floods fuccccded, 
and nobody could go •, nor did I dare truft my 
fervant and horfe to the weather, and ftill le& 
dared truft my letter to the curious Poft-Ofiice 
at Birmingham : fo even changed the cover, 
put it in a frank, and fent it to-day to go 
through London to you ; and it was no fooner 
gone paft recall,' but trufty Thomas brought 
your laft obliging and entertaining letter : but, 
far from anfwering it, as I defign^d, I only 
muft (and that with difficulty) return you 
more and more thanks for the entertainment 
you afford me, both by your epiftle, and by 
Mr. Graves's lively Fable, which I return now, 
—As to your Stanzas to Afteria, I am toQ 
proud of them, and too well pleafed with your 
addition and emendations, not to value and 
preferve them with care both in my memory 
and in my beft pocket-book. If I had pre^ 
ferved Mr. Somcrvile's little Poems and Im^ 
promptu's in as orderly a mannerj I would 
have fent you a parcel to-night to pick out any 
you liked for Dodfley j but they are in a drawer 
intermijced fo with other papers, that to un- 
dertake to look them out now is impoflible; 

befides. 
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befiddS) I kzvt a fever fit upon mc^ Miii 
lurpie liec fl^t thefe two nights, and livif 
upon 'Wormwood draughts 5 which, though 
Hrhoittomti <io not immediately reftorc onei 
to ftrength, bJ- to ohe's ufaal ftile of con-i 
Vcrfation. This is alfotke reafon I muft drfcr 
fcr a pbft'or two arifwering Mr. Hyl ton's polk* 
letter J Which I hope he wili forgi^te, whilft 1 
implore my fever to kavi^ my mind capable of 
dcferving, by my punftual atnfwcJrS, the Idtter* 
I am -favoured with.^^^Ydu will have mine I 
iidpe from London on Thurfday ne^t.^-^-Ou!^ 
fervants had better be A little fatigued with 
joumies between tlie Leafowes and Baritills| 
iftan we molefted with impertinent Poft-people^ 
indolent or carelefs chance-meflengers^ or idlif 
drunken farmers, whtt undertake to carry let- 
ters th^ never think of after.-*-Your own iii* 
tended Mifcellany will be higher in my cftecni 
than i)odfley*s, if his are to be deprived of your 
Works.— I told you my thoughts about your 
iniftaking the Duchefs of Somerfet's meanings 
Sis you will find in my travelling letter.^'^I (hall 
be glad to fee the Agriculture of Dodfley * arid 
as to Sir Charles Grandifon^ only wait its being 
Complete, to fend for it. Mr. Hylton recom* 
mends it alfo. 
You had better harrafs yourfelf than your 

fervants^ 
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fervantSv and let me fee you this Chriftmasal 
Barrells : I afked you befote ; I afk you now 
the third time. I will fend the flea you ift- 
fendfed for Mr. Hylton, to fetch you. I caa 
fee no longer; every letter fcems doubles fi 
adieu. Excufc an invalid, who is 

Your faithful fervaht, 

H. LuxfiOROuck. 
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, BatreUsyPriday, December 2ifty 1753. 

AN opportunity offering itfelf, dear Sir, of 
fending this letter to-morrow to Biriiiing- 
ham, I refolved without hefitation to write 
it •, being vain enough to believe my laft gave 
you pain ; for I wrote it with a trembling hand 
and confufed head, and with a fever-fit upOft 
me. I hope you have burnt it, ahd will think 
no more of it, but to the fever's praife ; which 
(caufing me to fweat) has* raifed my fpirits and 
fuppled my limbs ; fo that I am born anew: 
and, if I continue in niy prefent flate, make no 
queftion but I Iball fee the Leafo^vfs in Spring, 

in 
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In the mean time, it is your tafk, as a Friend^ 
to perfcft this feure by giving me your company 
at the deferted Barrells j which place droops 
now, but will revive at your approach. You 
have uled it to that fenfibility in winter; 6} 
that no other company will reftore it to its 
gaiety.— Let me know if you received yefter- 
day my travelling letter from London. What 
fay you to my reproaches about your manner 
of conftruing the Duchefs's letter of thanks to 
you about your Poem ? 

As to the little fcriptions I have of Mr. So- 
mervile's, they are for the moft part too trivial 
or too Ibcal for the prefi. Perhaps you or 
Jack Reynalds may have others : however, 
thofe I have you may p6rufe here^ and ufe them 
^ difcretiofij as the French Recipes term it. 

Lord and Lady Plymouth, are at Umberfladc^ 
where Lady Archer has again been dying. 
Some inward impofthume has broke ; and Ihe 
gpes foon to Bath, hoping perhaps to prevent 
its gathering again.-^Mrs. Davies came here 
a week ago to make a formal vifit, with Mrs. 
Kendall; whofe vifit was an adieu before Ihe 
quits the country, which will be this Chrift* 
mas, for ever. — Some places and things have 
the quality of attradtion ; poor Warwickfhire is 
endowed wish the reverie, or I would defire it 

to 
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to draw you from Shroplhire : it ought to have 
pride enough to attempt it^ but I fear it has 
not merit enough to fucceed, unlcfs your hu- 
manity brings you to my cell. — I think I muft 
tead Sir C. Grandifon in my own defence ; for t 
hear of him till I am tired. Let us read him 
here together. I remember I heard fo muck 
in Tom Jones's praife^ that when I read him, I 
hated him. I want to fee Hogarth's Analyfis of 
Beauty : Mr. Outing's ufual dilatorinefs prevent- 
ed my being a fubfcriber.— I fee nothing iiew.*^— 
1 hope, now the Jews' Aft is repealed, the 
writers, who tormented us about it, will employ 
their pens ort fome more agreeable fubjc£t :^— 
No, alas I it will be Eleftions : for the thick 
air and ale of England infpite fuch heavy fub- 
jefts of converfation and debate; to furnifli 
which. Gentlemen ruin their eftatcs, inftcad of 
enjoying them gayly and hofpitably (yet po- 
litely) ; which they do not do, though they 
talk of taft'e for ever 5 but never feel it. 

I juft now perceive that I am fpinning out 
nonfenfe and dulneis to a great length ; fo haflen 
to break the thread, by ending my tedious 
letter with the fmcereft afTurance of my being. 
Dear Sir, Your moft faithful 

(though not moft fprightly) 
friend and fervant, 

B b H. Luxborough. 
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P. S. May your Chriftmas be jovial, and 
your days long and happy ! 

Remark. This Letter is a volunteer. 
^ere. When does trufty Thomas come ? 
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DEAR SIR, Bairellsi January 20th, 1754, 

WH E T H E R you are well or ill, alive 
or deafd ? and >;«^hether you remember 
that you have a fiAcere Friend here, who is 
impatient for the pleafure of your company, 
and that you promifed to come here before 
this time ? are the queries I defire you to anfwer 
by the bearer, who goes to the Leafowes on 
purpofe to receive thofe anfwers ; which I 
hope will folve my doubts, and fet my mind at 
cafe. You are two letters in my debt. 

The dofe of Chriftmas is furely come; for the 
rooks are building, and confirm iht new Jiyle % 
yttyou remain by your own fire-fide, regardlefs of 
us abfent mortals, who regret the want of your 
company, and which you bellow perhaps upon 
your pariftiioners ; for I imagine your neigh- 
bours 
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hours of higher rank have abandoned you^ as 
you do us : I fay us , but it is improperly that 
I write in the plural number ; for God knows 
I am as much alone as an Hermit i but how- 
ever I fhall fee Mr. Outing, and, I believe, Mr. 
J. Reynalds here this week ; which will rather 
I imagine haften than retard your journey hi- 
ther. Neither roads nor waters, nor wind nor 
froft, mull be mentioned by you, fince the cau- 
tious Mr. Outing refolves to encounter thofe 
enemies ; for, though you do not wear a cock- 
ade in your hat^ I believe you as courageous 
as he. 

Adieu : I fay no more ; for you will come 
and hear whatever I have to fay, if you are a 
man of your word ; and you will take mine, I 
dare fay, when I aiTure you that I am un- 
feignedly 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

The compliments of the Oldbarrow family 
attend you. — I have had no reply as yet from 
Mr. Hylton. 



Bb2 *• LETTER 
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Barrell8> Fridairt Febmarj 8di» 1754* 

DBAR SIR, 

WH E N I fent my fervant to the Lea- 
fowes, I was very well : when he rc- 
turned, I had got a bad cold^ cough^ and fcren 
When your fervant came here, I had loft the 
two latter complaints j but was ftiU too much 
out of order with my cold and fon? throat, to 
be able to hold a pen, or even to didate ; and 
have kept my bed fcveral days fince that ; but 
am fefolved to write now, though my eyes 
fmart for it. Far better it is to fmart than to 
have even the appearance of ingratitude, or 
of ncglefting thofe one profeflcs a friendfliip 
for. This is no florid excufe, but is the real 
opinion of me your culprit, who cannot fo 
well excufe myfclf for the impolitenefs of letting 
your. ferVant go back without the Duchcfe of 
Somerfet*s letter, and Mr. Hylton's, which 
you had fent me to perufe ; but the forget- 
fulnefs proceeded from having company at 
cards, and talking ijgund me.— Though I con- 
gratulated Mr. Hylton upon his difappoint- 

ment 
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ment in the affair he had engaged in, and 
thought he had no great lofs in being deprived 
of the pleafure of carrying a iaule-ax \ yet I as 
fincerely regret your having miffed the oppor- 
tunity, which feemed to throw itfelf in your 
way, of executing a more agreeable office 
without toil, and one both honourable, and at- 
tended with great conveniencies to a country 
gentleman, who choofes to be exempted from 
fome Jlupid or turbulent offices in his county. 
Such would have been your cafe, had you 
been Sir R. Lyttelton's Efquire, whofe Brother I 
think Ihould have propofcd it to you. It 
would have been friendly, neighbourly, and 
in no ways doing you a pleafure at their own 
expei}ce,'»«^As to the account of your ill health', 
I am not difpofed to believe it (pardon me, Sir, 
for it was you complained) ; for I think youn 
folitude^ your want of air to breathe^ ohjells to con- 
verfe withy inclemency of weather^ privation from 
the amufements your own tafie has procured you in 
your own environs ; are all poifons imbibed in 
winter, and it is not blijters, &c. &c. that will 
expel them. Try the company of your diflant 
friends •, perhaps change of air and the excr- 
cife of travelling may perform miracles : if one 
place does not do, go to another ; but pray 
|}egin by tbiSy where I expeA you daily. Mr, 
B b 3 Opting 
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Outing and I will nurfe you, and the* bufy 
rooks will tell you each morning that it is 
time to prepare for the feftivals of Spring, and 
to bury your complaints in old Winter's 
grave. 

My kindeft fervice to Mrs. Rock, whom I 
Ihall always be ready to oblige when in my 
power; and wijh I could ferve her efTentially, 
by contributing my intereft with Lady North- 
pmberland, in conjupdtion with the endeavours 
of her other friends, to place her Daughter 
^bout Lady Betty Percy: but unfortunately 
I cannot be deemed a proper negociator in 
this affair, having fome time ago refented her 
Ladyfhip's fpending a confiderable time in 
my neighbourhood both at Lord Brook's 
and Lord Hertford's, and paQing through 
Henley without calling or even fending to me. 
This appeared to me unkind ; and I could not 
forbear exprefling my opinion of it to the 
Duchefs of Somerfet, who probably might 
fpeak of it tp her Daughter ; from whom, how- 
ever, I have not heard, and to whom I have 
not wrote, nor would I begin by aiking a favour ; 
all therefore I can do is to mention Mrs. 
Rocks's requeft to the Puchefs ; which | will 
do in a few days. 

Is Boadicea a good play or a bad one ? I 

have- 
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have not feen nor read it.— You frighten me 
with the prolix ftile of the Author of Sir 
Charles Grandifon^s Memoirs : fo I defer read- 
ing that. — I thank you for the news articles of 
your letter j as alio for acquainting me that 
Lord Dudley is well ; to w.hom I beg my 
refpefts, and hope and fmcerely wifli the 
fuccefs of his coal-mine. 

May you. Sir, gain the mines of Potofi, and 
yet retain your generous fpirit ! which will 
oblige others to be, as I am, (and as I was 
prior to tbm) 

Your fmcere friend 

and humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUOH. 
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BarrelU, February 27th, 1754, 
DEAR SIR, Afh-Wedncfday, 

EVERY day have I been in expeftation 
of an anfwer from the Duchefs of Somer- 
fct to the letter I wrote Her Grace to recom- 
mend Mrs, Rock's Daughter ; which I did ia 
B b 4 the 
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the ftroitgcft manner I was capable of. Nq 
anfwcr is come as yet •, which may he owing to 
Her Grace's not having had a proper oppor* 
tunity of talking with the Courftefs of Norths 
iimberland about it. Be that as it will, I am 
determined not to defer longer than to-morrow 
fending a fervant to the Leafowes to enauire 
after your health ; but have ordered him not. 
to fet out till the poft is come in, bccaufe if i? 
Ihould bring an aniwer from the Duchefs in 
the morning, it fhall go to you inclofed in 
this ; in the mean time wishing it may be aq 
agreeable one to Mrs. Rock, and confequently 
^o you and myfelf. 

The inclofed letter of requeft to me caufes 
nie to make one to you ^ which is, dear Sir^ 
that you will mention the affair to Lord Dudley 
from me^ in behalf of the young clergyman 
who writes the letter. He was once at Barrells 
fome days with Sir Peter Soame, to whom he 
is a neighbour. He appeared to me to be ^ 
very fober, modeft man. Want of preferment, 
and at laft getting a trifling one, too little to 
live upon, (efpecially for a married man) he 
ran in debt, and has been feverely treated by 
his creditors, who would, if they could, have 
confined him, and taken from him the honeft 
means by which he propofed to extricate him^ 

fclf; 
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fclf, and to do juftice to them, Fortune, how-r 
ever, and good friends have hitherto prevented 
their drfigns, anci have favoured him with 
fome preferment at Sheernefs (as you will read 
in his letter) ; but yet he fears his perfon is not 
fafe without foWd fort of proteftion. Perhaps 
Lord Dudley may be able to give him a chap- 
lainfhip; which would greatly oblige m* 
Speak of it, pray, to his Lordfhip,- and let me' 
know his anfwer, I have declined writing to 
Mademoifelle de Montandre for an Ambaffador-? 
proteftion, for particular reafons regarding only 
her and myfelf j and I am the more folicitous to 
endeavour to ferve him another way, which makes 
me, I fear, too troublefome to Lord Dudley. 

1 have had a fecond letter from Mr. Hylton, 
but have not anfwered it, becaufe you fay you 
expe<fl him in the country ; where I hope to 
fee him with you at my houfe. 

My tedious cold, which torments me in all 
ihap^s, ftupifies my brain, and makes me in- 
capable of writing more than to give .Mr, 
Outing's compliments, and to afTure you of th« 
fripnflihip cf 

' Yoqr, obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

I forgot, !aft time I wrote, to make you Sir 
Peter Soarrte's compliments. 
^* LETTER 
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LETTER CVII. 

DEAR SIR, Bamlls, March 3d» 17S4. 

ON E would think there was a real or a 
paper war between the Leafowes and Bar- 
rells, or at leaft a negociation of peace not 
concluded, as fo many couriers pafs ; but I hope 
there is no real vfzr. As to the paper war, I am 
not afliamed of it, however ill I may fupport my 
opinion by my weak arguments.—Did I not 
fay you mifconftrued the Duchefs's meaning, 
when (he defired ilars and dafhes might fupply 
names ? and did not that prove flie was defirous 
your Poem to her fhould be printed ? for (as I 
faid to you before) there would be no occafion 
for aftcrilks if your Poem was not to be 
printed. You fee that fhe efteenfis it, and fpeaks 
gratitude as well as applaufe to you the author 
of it ; and (he is too fincere to fpeak what 
fhe does not mean ; and I fliould be too imper- 
tinent in interfering, if I had not been the 
perfon who (by your defire) prefcnted it to 
Her Grace.— The copy of the requeft I made 
her in favour of Mrs. Rock's Daughter, I 
inclofe. The anfwer J could have wifhed iporc 
6 favourable : 
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favourable : but one can do no more than en- 
deavour XQ oblige one's friends :— that I have 
often done in vain ^ and have ferved myfelf 
worfe upon many occafions. I have an unlucky 
hand^ as the Gamefters fay ; but I can brag of 
a fincere heart, with which I am, - Dear Sir, 

Your obliged ^d faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 

Mr. Outing prefents his compliments.— I 
ihall be glad to fee the Analyfis of Beauty, 
however defcribed ; and am forry I have not 
now an S in my name to claim any fhare in it. 

P. S. Be pleafed to return me the Duchefs's 
letter.— Pray prefent my refpeds to Lord 
Dudley, and fervice to Mr^. Rock. 

Mrs. Holyoak, &c. are obliged by your 
remembrance; but had rather kcyou than yoyp 
written compliments, 



LETTER 
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LETTER CVIIL 

DEAR SIR> BarreUs» March i6tb, 17S4. 

NOBODY is fo unfit as I to anfwer your 
agreeable letters -, for were I ever fo 
capable of it, my fingers would not obey : the 
froft having made them almoft as ufele6 as 
Itrhen I went to Bath, and more painful ; stnd 
p)y head has been flupified eight weeks, with 
^ C0I4 that is not only obftinate, but has taken 
as many diflfergnt fhapes as Proteus, to torment 
me in various ways.—r-I am forry for my friend 
Tom, who has, I fuppofe^ fuifered as well as 
I, by the inclemency of the weather. 

I have no nevir bo^s, alas ! to amufe myielf 
^ you ; fo can only return yours of Hc^arth's 
vfUh thankfit* I( furprized me agreeably ; for I 
had conceiv<?d ^e perform^ce to be a fet <rf 
prints only, whereas I fp\ind a book which I 
did not imagine . Hogarth capable of writing ; 
for in his pencil I always cqnfi(;ied^ but neyer 
imagined his pen would have afforded me fo 
much pleafure. As to his not fixing ib^ p^ecifi 
degree of pbliguity^ which conftitutes beauty^ I 
forgive him, becaufe I tl^ink the talk too hard 

9 tQ 
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to be performed literally ; but yet he convcyi 
an idea between his pencil and his pen, which 
makes one conceive his meaning pretty well. 

When I write to the Duchefs of Somerfct, I 
will do it in the manner you defire, as to yoiir 
Poem; and will alfo name Miis. Rock*s 
Dau^ter again j but fear the buchefs (like 
myfelf) fees fo few of the nthaWtafnts of thb 
terreftrial globe, that fhe will not reatdily find i 
proper perfon to rctommend feir to as a Lady's 
woman, "though I Wake no ddnlbt but tihe yotirtg 
woman dcferves it. i ftiould ^ think Lady 
Elizabeth might with much ptoprfety. defire 
her Mammra to recommend her -tofome Ladjr; 
nor do I think -Lady Northumberland would 
fake it at all amifs ^hat Mils Rdck afkedthe 
child that favour:— The hitlofed will -be 
teazing to you, as it is to me ; for it vexes ^ftiift 
not to be able to ferve the diftreifed, who 
iddrefs themfelves to me. You ^6uld -how*^ 
^vcrbe kind to me, and chiaritablc to the pOo^ 
ttian, 'if you could contrive a Way how Lord 
Dudley might ferve him; aliB 'his Lordftiip 
would add to the favburs he has always fhewti 
to me Upon all otcafions. 

I will not pofitively lay orte^word in behalf 

of inddentc^ fince it 'keeps you^by 'your fire- 

• * "fi^f 
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fide, though by pi*omife you ought to be by 
mine. 

Had I not been extremely out of order, I 
VIrould have feen Mr. Cotterell; but hope at 
Icaft that my fervants have been civil to him. 
When he has finilhed your Eolian harp, I be- 
licve I fhall defire you to befpeak one of him 
for me. Sure I am, ibat inftrument will fare 
well at Barrells, fince the Winds are its food. 

Mr. Holyoak's family would, I am cer- 
tain, fend compliments to you; but they are 
fliivering at Oldbarrow, as I am here. — Mr. 
Bradley is freezing near Stowe in the Wold, 
with a fick uncle j and his wife is tormenting 
herfelf with fears for her fpur eldeft children, 
who arc to be inoculated on Monday next.— 
Such anxieties we mortals are doomed to : yet 
who would be void of feeling ? 

Mrs. Davies fends you fomc more Poems, 
tranfcribed by her in hafle out of the Green 
Book with a bad pen, and in a great hurry j 
fo defires you will excufe her defedts; and 
promifes to fend the remainder of the book 
foon. ^f fhe does, I , defire (he will write 
better, or make her excufes herfelf: but fhe 
pleads that you owe her a letter.. 

Lord Ar— fays Mifs Banks's fortune is 
10,000/. which wants one cypher of the ac- 
count 
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count you had of it ; but her merit and charms 
will I dare fay fill up that chafm. 

Mrs. Bartlet is here, and prefcnts her com- 
pliments. We all three wifh you happincls 
and fucccfs in all your undertakings. 
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Barrells, April tjthf tys^m ^ 
DBAR SIR, Saturday. 

WHEN your fervant brought me your 
letter, I was ill in bed with a fever fit, 
which made it impoflible for me to fit up, or 
to put my hands out of bed to write. It 
went ofi^ next day ; but then I received the 
news of the death of an own Aunt (and of her 
Hufband, who furvived her but fix days) at 
Geheva. Lord Luxborough fent me word of 
itj bettaufe my furyiving relations there did 
not Silell know where to direft to me: but I 
was equally obliged to write to them upon the 
bccafion, and deferred writing to you merely 
upon that account; and at the fame time re- 
folded doing it by my fervant Jofeph, as to- 
' moitow ; but this day Mrs. Holyoak of Hen- 

ley 
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ky hBs fent ito me to dcflic my Gfaaife majr 
fetch her to Staj at fi&n^ells foine days ; to 
that my epiftk (camiot ^vach the Leafoare^.be- 
dbre Monday. This iwill,.I hope^ be a iuffi- 
cient excufe for not.anfweriag youra jfixxier^ 
which I ought to have done^ upon account of 
the Gentlewoman you recommend to me as an 
Tioufekeeper. Her c1iara£ter I would take from 
you. Sir, as foon as from any friend or ac- 
quaintance diving.; \)^t ipuit. CQafei3; I have 
had fuch ill fuccefs with fervants in that poft, 
that I intend to :4o [without one; and have 
given (he fame anfwer to a fricpd of PWQ, jf ho 
jrecommended one s^ Birmingham alfq* 

I never ¥ras more furprized nor con^r^ped 

^an at the death of Miis Dolman^ 1 ever 

.cfteemcd ,hcr, gnd wifhcd her welfare. I.cpn- 

.dole with her JBro.ther, as I do with you fia- 

ccrdy. , . 

I rejoice.that Fortune vifits the Qrange^ and 

thope flie will call at the X^afowes next* PoQl" 

Mr. Belchier is .frow;ned upon by. hori and 

Tthough he is much .qbliged to Lord Pudk/ 

and you and myfelf, for jouir j^n4ca¥imrs (o 

ferve him, he thinks Lord I^dky's lawyer :a 

^little too fqrupulous in his obje&ions: for 

.my part, I 4m no judge of that ^ bu( k^/bjs 

a few months would h^ye l)f^ /u^^(4^t (o 

extricate 
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extricate him ; and that the fame favour is 
granted to other clergymen : and Sir Peter 
Soame writes him word he mud: not let it be 
known where he is j for people are ready 
enough to enquire and to threaten to get writs 
out againft him, which his friend Sir Peter 
Soame has hitherto prevented. In the mean 
time, the poor man is tormented with the ague, 
which Kent has given him, added to the vex- 
ation of his mind. If he dares get out, he will 
come with Sir Peter here, and thank me for my 
endeavours to ferve him.— You will I hope find 
out that he thinks there are many precedents for 
Gentlemen in orders receiving the favour he 
alks.— Sorry I am to be troublefome to my 
friends ; but more fo, that I fee the diftrefs of 
others, without being capable of removing it, 
when they implore my affiftance. 

Talk to me no more, I'defire, of your wintirly 
Jiate of health j for Boreas has at length given 
place to the Zephyrs, who will fhortly blow 
out the buds in my Shrubbery j which will 
take it amifs if you (hould not be here to re- 
ceive its vernal offerings. 

Mr. Hylton is very obliging in remembering 

me. I beg you will make him my compli* 

ments, and aflfure hinx I would liave anfwered 

Ca his 
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his laft, but imagined he would have quitted 
London for the Leafowes long before now. 
His cabinets and boxes I efteem as his har- 
bingers •, and as for his wine, I hope at leaft 
that you drank his health in it. 

I am not forry you have done nothing new 
of late at the I^eafowes : it wants nothing to 
make its beauties more admired; and your 
finances will be the better for your indolence in 
that point-, as would mine, if I had been al- 
ways as indolent as I am at prefent. 

Sir William Meredith is chofe Member of 
Parliament for Wigan. One of his Sifters 
is under inoculation. Sir Peter Soame waits 
the event of his friend Mr. Gardner's Election 
for Hertfordfhire, to come to Barrells. 

I have not left myfelf room to fay a truth, 
which is that I am 

Your faithful fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

One in the Morning. 

You write me four fides of paper — True : but 
pray count the lines and fyllables of my letter, 
and then let us reckon who is debtor : but I de- 
fire the contents may be left out of the account. 
Should the difference of our letters be men- 
tioned 
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jioned that way, I ihould be caft in a moment, 
and my refource then would be no better than 
a Lord Lainfborough, who having maintained^ 
fome years ago at St. James's CofFee-houfe, that 
England was bigger than France, ha4 no way 
to prove it, but to cut each kingdom out of 
two maps, of different fcales, and to weigh 
them. If this be my cafe, I muft make my 
packet as thick as I can : fo you will excufe 
the awkwardnefs of it* 

My refpefts to Lord Dudley when you 
write i and compliments to Mr. Hylton. 
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Barrells, Sunday, May lath, 1754- 

IC A N with great truth aflure you, dear 
Sir, that I am in the higheft degree fen- 
fible of your kindnefs in exerting yourfelf in 
favour of a perfon recommended by me ; whofe 
diftreffes are his chief recommendations to mc : 
and I am highly obliged to my Lord Dudley 
for his readinefs to confider of a proper method 
of complying with the requeft I took the liberty 
C c 2 to 
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to make in behalf of the diftrcffcd pcrfon, to 
lirhotn I fhall without fail fend his Lordfhip's 
kind protcftion by to-morrow's poft i dcfiring him 
to acquaint me whether he finds by people be- 
longing to thofe offices where he is to be entered, 
whether any forms are wanting in the inftru- 
ment his Lordfhip has fent ? not doubting but 
if that (hould be the cafe, my Lord will extend 
his goodncfs by fupplying in a frefli form 
what may prove wanting in this. 

The inclofed I received from the fame Mr. 
(John) Belchicr whom we are endeavouring to 
fervc; with a fermon he preached upon the 
Eleftion of Mr. Charles Frederick, &c. for 
Queenborough. 

My rcfpefts and beft thanks attend Lord 
Dudley ; and I defire my compliments to Mif$ 
Lea, and all your good neighbours. 

My fcrvice, pray, to Mrs. Rock, from 

Yours fincerely, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I find with pleafure, that Mr. Hylton h 
with you •, and hope he will not forfakc you 
when you come to Barrells. Mr. Outing, my 
faithful Boftangy, aflures me the Shrubbery 
will be ready to receive you in its fpring- 

clothing 
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clothing before next week is out: by which 
time (if not already) I hope you will have 
forgot you ever had any diforder in your health, 
which will be rather eftabliftied than impaired 
by riding a fliort day's journey. 

I have been out in my poft-chaife half a 
dozen times lately, and walked my ufual round 
of Gardens and Coppice, &c, on Friday laft ; 
and have fhredded my avenue, I hope, to fomc 
advantage to the eye, as it is undoubtedly to 
the grounds it fhaded. I would have fent you 
fome cucumbers ; of which I have cut feveral ; 
but it feems all that were fit to fend are de- 
voured already -, and a nofegay of the fined 
double hyacinths I ever faw, and which I meant 
to prefent to you, are too mature to bear the 
fhaking of the horfe without Ihedding. They 
would have gone fafe laft week ; but I am now 
reduced to the cafe of Bonniface in the Bewx 
Stratagem^ who had had a fine loin of veal on 
the Wednefday before it was wanted. 

Poor Mifs Carrington's death grieves this 
neighbourhood. Would fhe and Mifs Dolman 
had been inoculated, as it has fucceeded mi- 
raculoufly hereabouts !— Mr. Outing d^fires 
his compliments to you and Mr. Hylton; t9 
whom I defire mine very fincerely^ though J 
did not write them, as I fliould have done, in 
C c 3 return 



S9Q LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

return of his laft letter •, but really then thought 
him on the road to the Leafowes. — My neighs 
hours are much your friends, or Ihould not be 
niine; I being fo with unalterable friendfhip 
and gratitude. 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

I obferve you have a new Seal, with a pretty 
dcvicp. 
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' Barrclls, Augufft the laft, or September the firft, 1754, 

PEAR SI|l, 

YOUR letter of the 17th of July is before 
me J but the date makes me blufli ; fo 
I fct it afide, not to bp reproached: my con- 
fcienc?, however, clears me, and I hope you 
will do the fanie, when you are apprized that I 
have been too ill to write a line, much lefs to 
yndertake a JQurn^y of pleafure ; for fadneli 
WOul(;J have accompanied me, and I fhould 
Jiaye fcattered it about your' pleafing dwelling. 
You are then obliged to me for jriy abfencc 
mprcji I fear, than you will be for my prelence'j 
' Vhicl^ 
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which (unlefs you forbid it) I propofe to tor- 
ment you with next week. Say if I jhaU^ 
without regard to compliment. I pay nobody, 
not even Lady Plymouth, the common com- 
pliment of a vifit, though I rcfpeft her greatly ; 
but really the conjunftion of bad roads, bad 
health, and bad fpirits, make me like an owl 
in the defart. 

What attractions muft the Lcafowes have, 
which draws the lame, the fplenetic, the indo- 
lent, from every point of the compafs to that 
one, in order to adpiire the mixed beauties of 
nature and art, and to give their tribute of 
applaufe to the mafter of the place, who in- 
vents and completes more for the plcafure 
of his friends or his yifitants of tafte, than for 
his own ! 

As I propofe feeing you fo foon, I wave any 
anfwer to the articles of your letter which, do 
not relate to the prefent purpofe, though I 
could echo your founds, and lament the jpoor 
Duchefs of Somerfet for ever. As to Sir Peter 
Soame, he has been here a week, and I fliewed 
him the paragraph in yours about July. He 
jixed upon a day to go with me ; but behold, 
it rained to a degree, that no companion caa 
reach. More or lefs it continued during his ftay. 
Adieu, 

C c 4 MrsJ 
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Mrs. Davics fays (he muft fend her compli- 
ments to you, as {he intends feeing you fo 
foon ; flie being to go in the chaife with mc. 
I Will alk Parfon Holyoak ; but fear church- 
duty will interfere, as it will be late in the 
week.— I would have you expe£t me on Friday 
cvcoingt— mot before : your fupper will be our 
regale. But above all, let Jofeph, my coach- 
man, be inftrufted to return with your anfwer 
by the new and good turnpike you tell me ii 
made by your houfe ; for fears and terrors 
might be too ftrong for my weak limbs and 
■nerves. Such is the decrepit company you 
aik for, and fuch you Ihall have, if the jour- 
ney can be performed by 

Your faithful bwmble fervant, 

H. LvXBOitOUGH, 

Mrs. Davies's beft compliments. 

Snnday Night 
Finding an opportunity of fending this 
to Birmingham to-morrow morning by Mr. 
Jackfon, I do not fend Jofeph, a^ I intended j 
having employment for him concerning fifli- 
ing, &c. fo hope, dear Sir, you will excufe my 
not fparing him to go to the Leafowes this 
.time ; and that you will remember to come to 
Barrells foon. Adieu. H. L« 
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DEAR SIR, Barrells, Scptontar 29^1^ 1754. 

YOUR thanking me for my vifit at the 
Leaibwes, before I had fent my thanks to 
you for your very kind and agreeable recepdon 
of me there, is very obliging i but being fo, it 
comes the fcvcreft rq>rDacJi you could havt 
niade pic y by making me fenfible of the rude* 
nefs I have been guilty of, in not fending to 
you fincc I left you. The truth is, that I h^ 
nobody to fend, having parted with the idte 
boy I had with me at your houfe ; and every 
day Jofeph has be^n employed in driving me 
out ; U> great a gadder has the fine weather 
n>ade me, and fo much better htdbh and fpiri^ 
has my journey to the Lcafowes given me. Ten 
phyficians, with an equal number of furgeons 
and apothecaries, could not have efieded fucfa 
an amendment ; I believe I might fay cure ; for 
I have never been fick once, I imagine your 
air is good; and I lee that your improvements 
in your Walks and Cafcades make your plaa 
a Paradife in miniature : yet, though I am its 
profeflcd admirer, it mud permit me to fsCf 

that 
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that the converfation of the mafter and contri- 
ver of the beauties I faw vtherc, was to me pre- 
ferable far to tljem^ fa .that I regretted lefs 
than rihould otKerwife luve done the weaknefs 
of my limbs, which prevented my tran^ouzing 
4b much as I^^fcd. ' -^ 
, I have be^n to fee ev^ry neighbour: I have, 
but the one I mpft wifli.to lee. Lady Ply- 
mouth.-rrA cpofs tenant ^f, Mr./ Sheldon's has 
xut oflf .^ - conncfljon between Hewcll and 
jBarreUsj jet,I;perfcvcrc^n:tj7ing for a road, 
as eagerly as tliofe who .bOftj for a mjfie. . If 
,my endeavours ^e not frpitlefs^ I propofe^gQjng 
uou; Wedajrfday^; Wit^pldj J: could meet, you 
,th^re!- Since I am iwijfeii^, I wifli alfo that 
•your new arjift wa^ to m,^k^ ^ Buftolofiyou for 
iay Library, to accompany.. Pope an4 ■ Shakcr 
.^ai^TT-I f^d ypij ^ fraift^ <)fcv the Fr^t-piecc 
joij ^mentiwi ^^f t is; tlie jeaft $* I hayc^ but 
^^9uft b^rCMst: J^fs. •. I took it from C^ueen Caro*. 
^pe (fi?r^rot>bing .crowned;. heads is no indrc 
^Vi\j^ f^ir^reprifal)..: MyiOtbcr -frames of that 
^e. were pqr giit,l but ' licquered, which I 
thought t^^gpo4enQugh> ithou^h Mr.. Thomas 
^woiild hav^;t2^en QXit^ ^ it. was out of ufe; 
^butj I ju4geji,;it ^tpj/bekfei. genteel than that 
j^hich 1 ifei^tand I remembered thk fuited 
tQ tjii? framV oycrjyour parjoy^cluftiney, which 
^:^^ 10 ^ might 
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might be an advantage if they: fliould ever 
happen to hang in the fame room, 

I am obliged to the ingenious Mr. Bafker- 
villc for wifhing my time had allowed me to 
call there. — I do not know any Mr. Bingley, 
ixor a Mr. Pingley, except a jeweller ^t Lon- 
don, who has fpme place at Court. 

Mrs. Davies receives your compliment with 
the utmoft fenfibility and gratitude. If in re- 
tgrn of yovir politenefs to her, you (hould ^flc 
her a favour, jhe can but detrf you^ you know; 
but J think fhe cannot. Pray then let it be 
that flie fliould not leave me to myfelf, which 
is the worft company, and to my thoughts^ 
which are as little pleafing as the found of the 
weft wind that haunts my little habitation, 
and which may be foon expefted to take up 
its winter refidence here. Oh woeful thought ! 
Oh woeful found ! None but the friendly 
Robin Red-breaft fooths my ear after thofc 
rough founds : but in the mtlancboly month :of 
November^ in which the Engtijh hang' them/elves^ 
I expeft more pTeafure than from . the Robin ; 
finceyou and Mr. Hylton will join in his 
harmony, and favour me with your company: 
then (and not now) genius, tafte, &c. will re^ 
jidc in my Hermitager^Adieu then for the 
- ' «^ prefent. 
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prefent; and kt November draw near, as it 
will brmg you nearer to 

Your faithful fchrant, 

H» LUXBOROUGH. 

I will deliver your kind and polite compli- 
ments to Mr. Holyoak and his Wife, who 
enquired much after you. Mine, pray, to Mrs. 
^ary and Mrs, Davies. We gave her more 
trouble than we can give her thanks.— Mrs, 
Maynard's refpedts to you. 
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DEAR 8 1 K, JBantUi, NQvember 1 8tB, 1 754* 

J T is an age finqe I heard frpm ypu, and two 
ages fince I had the pleafvire of your com- 
pany .-r-Sir William Meredith has been licre, 
and wlflied you had come then. Tlie (hortnefs 
of the days, the downi^l of the leaves, the 
|)adnefs of the roads, and ^very other mark 
of decay in the pvoff;c& of the year^ fliould 
drive you from hom^^ as the char^ qf your 

place 
7 
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place will be loft for a time, even to yourfclf ^ 
and as coal is to fupply the place of fun, you 
may as well warm yourfelf at my fire. 

I reluftantly fend the inclofed, which I re- 
ceived laft night by the bearer. I am per- 
fecuted by his Matter, whofe letter I fend 
you •, before which I had one to fay he was at 
his duty on board the Norwich ; but was ar- 
retted at Portfmouth, and was fearful left the 
man of war (hould fail without him; and 
dcfircd I would write to Lord, or Mr. Bar- 
rington. Admiral Smith, &c. I put that off 
by letter; but now is come this meflenger: 
and as he fends a letter direded to Lord 
Dudley, do not think myfelf entitled to keep 
it. I therefore forward it, though it is giving 
you trouble; but you will forgive what you 
know proceeds from mere compaffion to any 
perfon ih diftrefs. — Mr. Outing is your fervan^ 
as I am Lord Dudley's, and ever 

Yours moft fincerely, 

H. LVXBOROUGH. 
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DEAR SIR, Barrells, December 4th» 1754. 

THOUGH the fterility of fubjeds ta 
write upon from this place, might be a 
fufficicnt excufe for my not troubling you 
. with a letter at this time ; yet my not feeing 
you here according to promife, in the month 
of November, urges me to remind you that 
that month is pafled -, and to afk you when I. 
may expeft you ? as alfo, what prevents my 
haying the pleafure of hearing from you as 
ufual ? a pleafure I can ill fpare in my fituationi 
which affords fo little joy ; and which I fliould 
prefer to moft others, even in a land abounding 
in gaiety. Befides, Sir, be it known to you, 
(if it is not already) that I wrote to you above 
a fortnight ago, by a meflenger who was dif- 
patched to me from Portfmouth, by the little 
unfortunate and troublefome Parfon you was 
fo kind to intereft yourfelf for, with Lord 
Dudley, at my requeft; fince which, I have 
never feen or heard of the faid meflenger j 
neither has Mr. Outing, who fent a letter by 
him to Mrs, Rock. Pray unravel this myftery 

to 
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to mc if you can ; but let it be in perfon rathci* 
than by letter. 

J think I informed you that Sir William 
Meredith had been here in his way to Pariia- 
ment, and aflced after ' you ; adding, that he 
had a little prefent for you of Kennel-Coal, and 
wifhing to have met you here. He is fo kind 
as to write me what paffes in the Houfe of 
Commons in general; and in particular, men- 
tions a fpeech of old Horace Walpole's, as 
humourous as good-natured, in anfwer to one 
of young Beckford's, who fpoke much of the 
flourifhing ftate of all our colonies, except that 
which he belonged to, Horace, anfwered, 
*' "That was in the moft flourifhing condition 
*' of all ; for there was a new growth there, 
** and a frelh importation from thence: an 
'' importation of political geniufes, which bid 
" fair to fill both the City and the Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. John Reynalds and his Wife are gone 
to Bath with Sir Robert Cocks.— Bradley of 
Edfton is dead rich, from having been poor; 
and was growing richer ftill-, but it is the 
common rude practice of death to interrupt 
fortune in her career. — I have been obliged 
to take a diftrefs upon a tenant, and to employ 
a lawyer. Should you have known me in that 

occupation ? 
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occupation ?— Is Lord Dudley at the Grange,* 
or at the Houfe of Peers ? and U Mr. Hylton 
with you? My compliments attend them 
and your other neighbours ; to whom, as well 
as to you, Mr. Outing joins his : and I am, 
(in fpice of your lazine& in regard to me) 
Dear $ir. 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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DBAR SIK, December 8th, 1754. 

IT is late-, your fcrvant is but juft come*, 
my fingers are not fo alert as in warm wea- 
ther ; my imagination is as contra£ked as they 
are : judge then how unfit I am to give an 
anfwer to your letter; and far Ids fo to give 
my judgment of the beautiful pieces of poetry 
it inclofed. I fhall therefore take the liberty 
to keep them till you fend again, which yola 
fay will be before the clofe of this week i and 
in the mean time will read them with plea* 
fure and impartiality -, and will write you my 

opinion. 
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bf)inion, fince you do me the unmerited honour 
of defiring it; but am fenfible of my un- 
Vrorthinefs to be employed as a Critic;. I have 
had only time to read the Ode to Memory ; 
which I had not feen, and which pleafes me 
much. As to the two trifling Songs, which 
dropt from my pen fome time paft^ and which 
you propofe to let Dodfley have, I give you 
free liberty fo to do, if you really think them, 
deferving of a place in his Mifcellanies ; being 
affured that, if you thought otherwife, you 
would not expofe your Friend, nor difgracc 
Dodney's CoUcdion. 

Your promife of letting me fee you foon at 
Barrells, I build upon ; as that foundation 
will fupport me in a feafon when high winds, 
bad roads, and folitude, deprefs me fo, as to 
make me fometimes ready to fink under their 
weight.— As to your paft mifdemeanours, (fuch 
as. long filence in particular) I withdraw my 
charge^ and will implicitly believe you could 
not help it j for if I was inclinable to do 
otherwife,. what fhould I gain by tormenting 
myfelf with the apprehenfion of having loft a 
friend, who. may be as fincere as he profefles 
himfelf, and as I am pcrfuaded you are ? and 
if he fhould not be fo, is not an obje£t wor-. 
thy regretting the lofs pf : fo, in ftiort, write 
D d when 
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when you can, without rdlraint to yourfelf, 
and I will do the fame; but my indulgence 
docs not extend to allowing you to be abient 
from hence fo very long, and to ftay here (b 
very fliort a time when you do come. 

I will tranfmit to Sir William Meredith the 
kind things you fay of him 5 and think it pof- 
fible, and even probable, you may lee him 
here, when the Parliament breaks up for the 
holidays. 

Gladly I tell you, that you miftake the Mr. 
Bradley that is living and well, at Wooton, 
for the Mr. Bradley who died at Edfton. 

I hope Lord Dudley's new equipage will 
convey him fafe to the Grange ; though I fup- 
pofe he mud qi£t that again after Chriftmas 
for the Parliament. 

I cannot excufc my friend Mr. Hylcon for 
letting his panics deprive his friends of his 
plealing company. Tell him I can by no 
means excufe it.— I fay nothing of Mr. Outing ; 
he writes for himfelf, and of his own accord ; 
but adds by my defxrc a paragraph about the 
unlucky affair I embarked in when I troubled 
you and Lord Dudley about the Parfon, who 
proves himfelf to have been lb undeferving of 
the regard we have fliewn him. 

Mr, Outing interrupts me to drink your 

health 
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health— Here it is done, with a wifli of longf 
life and happinefs -, and I fign my name tor 
it, as it is the diftate of my heart. 

H. LUXBOROUCH. 

p. S. Obferve that I write with a crow-quill, 
which behaves tolerably at firft ; intolerably 
at laft ; and will make you think me incapable 
of the ufe of my fingers, I promife you, how- 
ever, never to write with it again. 



LETTER CXVI. 

Barrells, Thurfday, December 1 2tli, 1 754» 
DEAR SIR, 

AS foon as my friend Tom had left Bar- 
rells on Monday laft, my intention was 
to have fat down to the arduous talk you had 
fet me ; but I was feized with a diforder which 
confined me to my bed on Tuefday, and to 
my chamber yefterday j and though it was 
a diforder which may prove rather conducive 
than prejudicial to my health, it totally inca- 
pacitated me from performing what I pro- 
D d 2 mifed 
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miied you, and. even from confulting with 
Mr. Outing, who was in a diftant apartment* 
Finding myfclf better to-day, I only waited 
the abfence of company, who dined with me, 
to begin; and had gone through but two or 
three ftanzas, when Tom came with your 
laft packet. The poor creature was almoft 
drowned laft time; and what chance he will 
ftand to-morrow is uncertain; but the prefent 
moment is fhockingly ftormy, and muft re- 
tard every pr6je6l, though Mr. Dodfley*s re- 
quefting difpatch is reafonable ; fo that I fend 
you the refult of our evening proceedings, and 
write this whilft Mr. Outing writes our defircd 
priticifms. 

When you fhewed my little Pie'cTes tso Mn 
Dodfley, you did me more honouf than I 
ftiould have done myfclf ; becaufe I (hould 
have feared to have 'difgraced his MifcellaAy. 
I forgot in my laft to mention what Mr. 
Dodfley 1 find does mention to you, viz. in the 
Title of the two trifles of mine, to fay. Wrote 
by a JL^7<:^-— which is, I think, unexceptionable. 

You' was altogether right in afluring Mr; 
Crawley I would acquiefcein his conduft for 
Lord Dudley towards Mr. Belchier, whofe 
impofitions upon me were reafons fufficicnt 
to deprive him of my patronage, and leave 

• - • me 
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me much afhamed of having implored Lord, 
Dudley's proteftion for fuch an unwoiM^ 
perfon, as time and circumftances Ihew him 
DOW to be. 

I wait , with impatience the day of your 
arrival with Mr. Hylton at Barrells; and am 
ever 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

H, LCXBOROUGH.' 

What is become of your Autumn ? I hope 
Dodfley has it, as the poor Duchefs deCred. 

Mr. Outing is your humble fervant ; and I 
am ever, dear Sir, as I profefs myfelf, 
Your fincere friend 

^d faithful fervant, 

H, LUXBOROUGH. 

P. S. If Tom cannot come, I think you 
niight venture to inclofe Mr. Belchier's letter 
ip one to me, to Mr. Williams at Birmingham. 



Dd3 LETTER 
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LETTER CXVIL 

DEAR SIR, Barrelk» December 1 8th, 1754. 

THIS goes upon a different errand than 
my laft. It is to tcli you, that hearing 
Mr, and Mrs. Holyoake fpeak of a mare of 
Mifs Molly's, which ftie intended to part 
with, bccaufe ihe had a little Welch one be- 
fides, which would ferve her, I thought of 
Mr. Hylton immediately 5 efpecially upon 
finding by all accounts that Ihe is pcrfeftly 
found, gentle, and free from vices, and comes 
but four years old ; has been rode by Mr. 
Holyoake's younger fons a good while, and is 
tall enough and ftrong enough for Mr. 
Hylton's weight, and does not want fafhion ; 
came of fome very good horfe at Worcefter, 
and a mare that had been given Mifs Molly. 
' Now in cafe Mr. Hylton is not already pro** 
vided, why fhould he not come in the Bir* 
mingham coach to Henley ? when here, he 
may fee this mare, and may hear of others ; 
and if he fhould not purchafe, the coach 
will be a certain vehicle at his return. This 
propofal puts a ftop to your future delays 

upon 
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upon his account, and fhows my emprejfement 
to fee you both. 

I have no time to write more; for Mrs.' 
Maydew mult have my letter to-night, aind 
will carry it fafe to-morrow early' to the poft* 

Mr, Outing is at Oldbarrow: I am alone 
wd ftupid J fo adieu.— Believe me unalterably 
Yours, &c. 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

The coach fets out from Henley, I think, 
Mondays and Thurfdays, and is at Henley 
by breakfaft (eight or nine). Mr. Hylton 
might lie over night at Birmingham. 

This letter is fhorter than ordinary, and 
perhaps you will complain ; I will therefore 
fubjoin a trifling impromptu I once wrote in a 
hurry, and which I am doubtful if I ever 
Ihewed you ; but think I never fhewed any 
body. It will ferve to read, and then kindle 
your candle, or foften your flute^ if you ufe 
paper, as ufual, on that occafion. 

Mr. Outing is much your fcrvant, though 
abfent : I am Mr. Hylton's. 



Dd4 LETTER 



408 LADY LUXBOROUGH^s 



LETTER CXVIIL 

D ^ A R S I R» Barrells, Janaaiy yth, 17;}* 

THIS goes not only to make you the 
compliments of the fcafon, (which I do 
viery fincerely, and not merely becaufe it is 
cuftomary) but it alfo goes to alk how you 
do, and what ca^ occafion your filence ? It is 
an age fmce I wrote to you about a horfe 
Mifs Molly Holyoake has to fell, which I 
thought might fuit Mr. Hylton -, and propofed, 
that if he was not already provided with one, 
he might come to Barrells in the Birmingham 
coach when you fliould come here : and in that 
letter I inclofed a few bad Lines of my own, 
wrote fome years ago : fmce all which, I received 
•the inclofed from our troublefome little Parfon, 
yrho is, thank God, failing towards America. 
i fend it, becaufe Lord Dudley's protedion 
is in it; which.} deftre you will take out 
and deliver to his Lordfhip from me, wit^i 
many tl^anks and many excufes for having 
troulDled him about this affair. — I inclofe, be- 
fides the other, a letter I received from Sir 
William Meredith, as you are mentioned in it,— - 
Mr. Outing is gone to fup at Henley, and does 
- not know of my writing, or you would hav^ 
compliments from him. 

I have 
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I have not feen the new Tragedy Barharoffa : 
perhaps you can lend it me.— Mr. Outing has 
talked fcveral times of making a vifit at the 
Grange ; but does not know whether Lord 
Dudley is there, or at the Parliament, 

Pray thaw your ink and your fingers, and 
write glibly away till you come. Remember 
that Twelfth-Day is over, and do not forget 
your promife : — Remember iikewife that I am 
yery truly and unalterably 

Yopr faithful humble ftryant, 

H. LuXBOROUOH. 

Compliments to Mr. Hylton. 



LETTER- CXIX. 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, Valentine's Day, 1755; 

YOUR filence excites me to break mine j 
for upon the prefent footing one of us 
might be murdered (like the Dey of Algiers), 
and the other die of an apoplexy, and the 
longeft liver of the two know nothing of the 
fate of the other. Did you not fay in your 
laft, that you would come foon to Barrells? 
Upon thofe hopes we have lived: but hopes 
arc meagre food: in punilhmcnt for which, 

if 
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if ,1 <;ould command, you ihould be obliged to 
4o penance here this Lent. It is true I did 
not anfwcr your laftj but Mr. Outing wrote 
you the reafon, which ought to have been 
e^ccufe fufficient i for I was reaUy ill, and in- 
capable of guiding a pen. I am much better : 
but as the Warwickfhire roads do not invite 
one abroad at this feafon, one doubly wiflies 
for the company of one's friends round our 
defcrted hearths. 

Mr. Outing fends compliments : mine, pray, 
to Mr. Hylton, and believe me 

Yours, &c. 



LETTER CXX. 

Barrelli, Sunday, Afril zjib, 1755. 
DEAR SIR, 

1 CANNOT well condefccnd to thank 
you for your letter of the 17 th, confidering 
that it was fcarcely the fhadow of what I long 
cxpefted, which was your company and Mr. 
Hylton's in my Shrubbery, my Hermitage, 
my Library, and, in the f venings, at my fire- 
fide. No lefs than three weeks are paft fince 
tht laft promife came, the others having been 

buried 
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buried in oblivion : but of this laft I held xny* 
fclf fo fure, that, being obliged to gp on 
Wednefday laft to Warwick, I left my butler 
at home with orders to fetch Mrs. Holyoakc 
to entertain you till my return j but behold I 
you do not fo much as make mention of your 
having had thoughts, much lefs of havir^ 
given promifes to vifit this place and me! 
The elms are green in vain : in vain the cu- 
cumbers are large, and as vainly the Shrubbery 
Ihoots out, and the Coppice has a carpet of 
primrofes, cowflips, &c. Let them reproach 
you ; and let your Govemefs, Mrs. Holyoake» 
corrcft you : and may fhe boaft 



Unruly Brats wxfh Birch to tame/' 



The pretticft thing I ever faw of the kind, 
is the fhell-room at Guy's Clift: Mr. Greet- 
head and Lady Mary have executed it all 
with their own hands: i^i-iangingSj Mmney^ 
hoardSy piUuris over the doors. Sec If you was 
not lazy, you would fee it. I came from it 
through Warwick, Sniuerfield, Bulhes^ Bearl)^ 
and Wooton ; but on horfeb^ck you wpuld 
not have had that trouble. 

Mr. Nugent vifits me again* Mr. Soame it 
under inoculation, very fuU, and in good 
fpirits.— I go to-morrow to Kinwarton to dine 
with a clergyman, who foems to have £>me 

taftc. 
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tafte.— Mr. Outing is immerfed in cares about 
letting his- houfcj and I do .not know what; 
but goes to a Friend's in Effex this week from 
London.— ^If we arc to have no war, I have 
done with politics.— I wifh Mr. Arne may 
acqujefce in your requeft.— I Ihould grcady 
like the four Roman Ruins you menrion, pro- 
vided I could get them coloured. 

I am forry the weather permits the beauties 
of the Leafowcs to be exhibited 5 for then no 
hopes remain for your humble friends in War^ 
wicklhire, who have nothing to exhibit but 
hearts and friendfhips fmcerc j fuch arc pof- 
fefled by 

|-I. LUXBOROUGH, 



LETTER eXXI. 

Barrells, Wednefday, May 28tb, 1755% 
DEAR SIR, 

1WAS moft agreeably furprized yefterday, 
and at the fame time as difagreeably difap- 
pointed. You will eafiJy guefs that I mean 
Mr. and Mrs. Greaves's vifit ; without you, 
whom I had fo long expefted. They left Bar- 
rclls this morning, and gave me the fatisfaftion 
to hear they left you well yefterday. May you 
continue ib, is my wilh ! do not thcrcfoFc tor- 
9 mtm 
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mcnt yourfelf more than is neccflary about 
the eiabroilmeDts of worldly. affaifs ; but avoid 
if poffible, the devouring monfter called Law 5 
it <^en fwaHows Juftice itfelf. T remember 
once to have heard Lord Chancellor Cowper 
iay, " If every body knew as much of the law 
*' as I do, they would, were their caufe ever 
*' fo good, give, up half, rather than embark 
" in our courts,"^ This I take to be a good 
caution. Thofe. lawyers, who are not arrived 
to . the fummit .of their wifhes, and. who taftc 
the fweet of laige fees, will, not fpeak fo fin- 
cerely. I hope very very foon to hear you 
and Mr. Dolman difengage yourfelves from 
them-, though botk may be obliged to yield a 
little. ' ' 

r return Mr. Dodfley's Letters ; than which, 
none can be more polite. Pray keep me in his 
good favour. ; 

I ihould like to fee Haglcy chanceUwindow : 
fure it muft be bigger than the whole chancel 
Ifaw! 

. My beft compliments wait upon Lord Dudlev 
and Mifs Lea, and thanks for his Lordfliip's 
fending here, lam alfo Mr. Hylton's moft 
Humble fervant; as Mrs. Davies is yours, an J 
I am ever 

. Your faithful and afleftionate fervant, 

- Hi LuXfiOROUGH. 



4i^ LADY LUX BOROUGH'S 
LETTER CXXIL 

Btrrtib, Wtdacfdt/ Night, Jue iStfc, 17^5; 

LADY Luxborough fends her compliment^ 
to Mr. ShenAonc, and if it is agraeaUe to 
bim in all refpedb, fhe would go on Saturday 
morning to the Leafowes, to lie one night 
only.— Sir Peter Soamc and his Son arc at Bar- 
rells, and are very defirous of waiting on Mn 
Shenftooe. Mr. Outing and Mrs. Davies arc 
alfe at Barrdls» and would accompany her, if 
not troublefome. Mr. Outii^ is perfuaded he 
has intereft enough to get a bed at Lord Dud- 
ley's for himfelf and Mr* Soame, to avoid 
crowding Mr. Shenftone too much. Lady Lux- 
borough propofes carrying no woman-fervant 
with her; andhopes that Mr. Shenftone will let 
her know if this projcft be in any fort incon^ 
venient to him, and that without compliment. 



LETTER from Mr. Holyoakb f 
William Shenstone, Ef^. 

. DEAR SIR, Oldbnnowy March 29, 1756. 

1HAVE the favour of yours by y9ur fervant) 
and as you fay you have had intelligence, the 
moment you wrote^ of the melancholy news from 
7 Barrel Is, 
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BarrcUs, give me leave to affufe you I expeftcd 
Mrs. Davies or Mr, Outing ¥K>uld bave ac- 
quainted you with it as jR)on as the poor Lady's 
breath was gone, as they did the fame to Sir 
Peter Soame, Sir William Meredith, and fom^ 
others of my Lady's relations, I depended upon 
this, as my Wife mentioned it to them before 
me; which if I had imagined they had ne- 
glcfted, I would certainly have wrote to you 
myfelf.— We have been, and indeed ftill are, 
in hurry and confufion, though at the fame 
time it gives me great fatisfaftion to fay truly, 
that nothing hath been wanting, either to pro- 
long her life, or to prepare her for the other 
world, as far as opportunities and intervals 
would give leave. The beginning of her illneft 
was occafioned by a cold and hoarfenefs, about 
a month fmce, in fctting out for Wootton about 
five o'clock on Friday: the Sunday following 
Ihe lent for my Wife and Daughter to drink 
tea, and a mcffage to me, that (he expefted I 
would call as I returned from UUenhall Chapel ; 
which accordingly I did, and obferved the 
above-mentioned fymptom« upon her, and told 
her, that as I had the ,care of UUenhall, (he 
would give meleave to^fay to her, as I thought 
it incumbent to do, that as ihe had not attend- 
ed Church nor thp Sacrament very lately, I 
would advife her to receive the Sacrament. She 

anfwered. 
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anfwered, I was very good, ahd that flie v^rould 
fend to mc very foon ; and accordingly received 
it with great devotion. The night before flie 
died I read the Recommendatory Prayer to her ; 
and I hope fhe is perfc6lly happy, though (he 
had fo' great troubles and afBidions in this life. 
—My Wife would gladly have wrote to you ; 
but the truth of it is, (he returned from Barrells 
but yefterday, and is very ill -, and for this rea- 
fon, Ihc hopes you will not take it unkind.— 
Mrs. Davies and Outing have been with Lady 
Luxborough all her illnefs, which I am very 
glad of.— Lord Luxborough is expefted at 
Barrells to-morrow, to give orders about the 
funeral. — I have nothing more material to add, 
but my Wife and Daughter's bcft compliments, 
and to afk your pardon for this incoherent 
letter from, Dear Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

W. HolVoake. 
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